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Mandetur typi hic liber, cuititulu eſt 
[A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome,] 
modo intra 2. Menſes proxime ſe- 
quentes mprimatur. 
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TREATISE OE 


E 'VSE AND CVSTOME. 


2p P24 Hat man 1s not made and 
brought forth into the 
World, to cat and drinke, 
andtotake his eaſe, but for 
—# lome better thing, is ac- 
Hu knowledged by all men , 

who haveany thing left in themof men, 
(thatis, of rationall creatures ,) and have 
not wholly degenerated into brutes. Burt 
Whether A#10n, or Contemplation, bee the 
thing, wherein mans chiefeſt happineſle 

in his world doth conſiſt, hatch beene 4 
A} _ queſtion 


A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
queſtion of old , and is yet,diſputed of 
on both ſides. To ofnit the ancient Fa- 
thers, becaufeour purpoſe is notto inſiſt 
long upon this point, ( whoſe opinion 


nevertheleſle if any deſire tro know, let 


him read them upon the words of Chrift 
unto Martha, Luke x. 41, 42.) Ariſtotle 
and other Philoſophers , that are for Con- 
zemplation, goe upon this ground : That 


the neerer cyery man comes unto God, by 


way of imitation, (as farre as by nature 


he is capable of it:) the more happy he | 


is : that God doth enjoy himſelfe in the 
fruition and contemplation of his owne 
ooodneſle, infinitnefle, eternitie, and the 
like; and not in, or by any thing exter- 
'nall, that he doth cauſe, or produce with- 
_ out himſelfe. On the other ſide it is al- 

ledged, That man, naturally, is animal 
_ politicum ; that is, borne and brought 
forth into the World, not every man for 


himſelfe only, but for the good of others | 


alſo; and that itis one of the fundamen- 
_ rall principles of all publike-weales and 
ſocieties of men, that the publicke is al- 
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wayes by every man, to bee preferred be- 
fore his owne private, whether profit, or 
 happineſſe. Both which opinions may 
ealily bee reconciled, if both be acknows- - 
ledged (as I thinke they mult of neceſſi- 
tie:) in their ſeverall reſpects to be true. 
For certainely, if man beeabſolutely and 
barely by himſelfe conl1dered, as a ratio- 
nall creature, then Contemplation, if, as 
naturally ſociable, having relation to the 
World as a Citie, then Aion is his end. 
Afion then his end, yer, even then, not 
attion,without all manner of Contempla- 
| tion. For as we commonly lay of the Scz- 
7 ences, that ſome are ſpeculative, and ſome 
| pratticall, (oisitof contemplation too : 
Some contemplation is meerely ſpecula- 
tive , and ſoit is oppoled to Ation: ſome 
may betermed (though there may ſeeme 
5 to bee ſome contradiction inthe termes:) 
Y ative, or pratticall, becauſe it is the 
ground and foundation of all ations, 
 thattendto happineſle.. For they are not. 
all ations in generall, that make men 
happy; but ſuch onely, as are good and 


vertuous, 
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vertuous. Which are ſuch, and which are 
contrarie, cannot bee knowne without 
the knowledge of good and evill. Net- 


ther is this knowledge (in this Rate of 


corruption :) to bee attained unto with- 


out much ſtudic and contemplation. 


| And thiszall Divines and Philoſophers aſ- 


ſent unto, that it is not erfough, that what 
wee doc bes laudible of it ſelfe, and as 
the Schoole men ſpeake, materially good , 


except wee know it to bee ſo, anddoe it 


upon that ground. Then, 4 not till. 
then, 1s our action, as it 1s ours , truely 


good and commendable. Hence it is, 


that in the opinion of Ariſtotle, (the oreat 
wonder of Nature :) a learned and well 
orounded Phyſician, though miſcing of 
© end, is more praiſe worthy , then an 
ionorant Empiricke that hath o00d ſuc- 
ls ; becauſe, faith hee, in his Meta- 
phylickes , The one underſtands whar 


hee doth, ad goeth upon warrantable 


grounds; though the ignorance of ſome 


particular outward circumſtance may 
hinder the good event : "The other doth 
he 


4 Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome, 
hee knoweth not what, nor upon what 
grounds, but altogether ventureth upon 
former experiments. Now experience , 
we know, is the miſtris, asof men, ſo of 
brutes too : which, though they be irra- 
tionall, yet are capable of that know- 
ledge thatcomes by bare experience, and 

cannot therefore be the proper commen- 
dation of thoſe creatures, which are na- 
turally rationall. So that what once a 
grave Senator (Plin. Sec. in Panegyr, ad 
Traja:) ſpake of one particular vertue, 
_ ambitio & jalantia, & effufios © quidvis 
potius quam liberalitas eſt dicenda, cuiratio 
n0n conſtat . that that liberalitie , that 1s 
not grounded upoa reaſon, is rather am- 
bition, vaineglory, proftuſeneſle, or any 
thingelſe, whartyou will, then true libe- 
ralitie : is as true of any other particular 
vertue, and appliable to vertue , in gene- 
rall ; ro wit, Thar Vertue is not Vertue 
properly, bur as it is the frute and effe&t,of 
true knowledge and ſound reaſon. Which 
alſo made Ariſtotle to maintaine in his 
Ethicks (L:6. v. cap. 9-) that juſta facere 
Was 


6. A Treatiſ e of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
was no very hard thing, and incidentall 
unto all men ; but juſtum eſſe, that is, to 
doe juſt actions, upon grounds of reaſon 

and ro otherwile, to bee a matter of ve- 
ry great dificultie. For which reaſon al-_ 
ſo, Socrates. before him maintained, that 
Truth and Vertue, were but one thing. 
And truely in the Scriptures,they are of- 
ten taken. for one thing. ' Hence tholc 
phraſes, To doe the Truth, To commit a lye, 
and'thelike. To which if it bee oppoſed, 
that zruth and vertue mult needs differ as 
much as the will andthe underſtanding, 
truth being the proper object of the one, 
and vertue of the other, it might eaſily, 
according to the authoritie of Ariſtotle, 
and other great Philoſophers and Schoole 
men, be replied, That although the will 
and the underſtanding be not all one ef- 
ſentially , yet in marter of action, they 
come all to one ; fince that; as they main- 
taine, voluntas neceſſario determimatur ab | 
ntellefu, the will of man is wholly ru- | 
led and governed, by the motions and ®* 
preſcripts of the underſtanding. Whence | 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
is that of Ariſtotle in the ſame Erhicks, 
lib. v1. that a Iuyamy 71) Pegnmuor, un CITE, 
412%", that it is not poſoible, that he that us 


truely wiſe and prudent, ſhould | bee naught 


Or viciow : And that axe TT; 0, UXMEegs 
& I e714, that no man t evill , but 
hrach ignorance of that which is moſt ex- 


pedient, which is there and elſewhere art 


large diſcuſſed by him and prooved., as 
it 1s to this day maintained by many ac- 
cute writers. 


But not to engage my ſelfe into theſe 


deepe myſteries of profoundeſt Phylo- 


ſophy, which may be thought perchance 
more abſtruſe then ulcfull; and admit of 
variety of opinions ; all that I ſhall in- 
terre upon thele premiſes, which no 
man, ithinke, will deny, is but this; 


That T oh NT Vertue are a ſuch itn. 


tie, that without ſome more then ordi- 
narie inſight ( by vertue of knowledge 
and contemplation :) into the one, the 0- 


ther cannot bee practiſed as it ſhould; 


either to afford tnat 1inWard content and 
ſatisfaction to the conſcience , Which is » 


B 2 the. 


rx At 
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the beſt reward of a vertuous life in this 
World, or to deſerve that commendati- 
on from others, ( though this bee leaſt of 
all to: bee ſtood upon : ) that otherwiſe 
would be due unto it. 

Now the knowledge of Truth ley 
matter of ſuch moment to happineſle, as 
wee have ſaid; it is much to bee la- 
mented, that the ſearch of it ſhould bee 
{o difhcult, as it is : ſo beſet with ſundry 
rubbes and impediments ; ſo loved 
with many falſe colours and lineaments, 
4s It 1s to "a feared, that many men, af 
terno ſmall paines and ſtudie to find our 
whar Truth is , in Read of finding what 
might ſatisfe chem concerning the na- 
tare of Truth, begin to doubt whether © 


there be any firch thing, in rerum natura . 


and by conſequent, whether any ſuch 
thing truely and really , as Vertxe and 
Tuſtice : according to that miſerable 


_ complaint (though uttered by him up- 


on another occaſion :) of dying "Brutus, 
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yk exerciſed thee as athing true and 
reall'. but now I ſee, ee that thou art meere 
words and wind. And j in very truth if a 


* man ſhall as it were from tome higher 


place, raiſed with the wings of philoſo- 
phicall contemplation, as an indifferent 
judge, or but [pectator , take agenerall 


view of the ſurface of the earth ; diligent- 


ly obſerve and looke into the adtbont and 
endeavours of mortall men, hee ſhall 
cleerely lee, that that which all ingenu- 
ous men aimeat,and molt (even wretch- 
ed worldlings : ) doe pretend unto, is 
eruth : but that truth ſo generally profeſ. 
ſed, both by the one and by the other , 
for cruth , in ſome, (whole grofle and 


earthly temperature is moſt uncapable 


of heavenly both thoughts and hopes : ) 


to bee nothing elle, but meere policie, 


and private ſecular intereſts * in many 0- 


thers (of a purer mould or metall, whoſe 


meaning 1s good and fincere: ) nothing 


elſe, ineffe&t, but meere partialitie, pre- 
judice, preſumprion, re{olute obftinacie, 
and the like , being all the fruits and fi 


”B y tects. 


A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
fects of either blind ignorance (the more 
blind, the more confident, alwaies :) in 
roo much heate, andeagerneſle , (the na- 
turall diſtemper of moſt men : ) orlaſtly, 

| (if not of all theſe together , yet of ſome 
one of them eſpecially :) of long uſe and 
cuſtome. Shewes, and colours, and ap- 
pearances, and pretences of truth in great 
ſtore every where reall and ſolid truth, 
hee ſhall ſee but little any where: and 
that too, in many places, either ſilenced, 
or forced by unjuſt violence into cor- 
ners. — 
| Vpon one of theſe impediments, that 

I have mentioned, I purpoſe at this time 

ro fixe my contemplation , being one of 
the chiefeſt, (if I bee not much miſtaken 

my ſelte: ) of thoſe many things, that 
cauſe truth to bee miſtaken by men, and 
that is, Cuſtome. | : 
That men both in their actions, andin | 
their judgements, are moſt {waied by i 
cuſtome , hath beene the obſervation of | 
many wiſe men of old, and is moſt ap- 
parant by daily experience, to'them that 
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tione componimur, [ed conſuetudine , faith 
Seneca ( Epiſt. 123 andellewhere ) ſpeak- 
ing of theactions of men. As thoſe things 
are, Which men are uſed unto, ſo aretheir 
judgements , ſaith Ariſtotle in his Me- 
taphylicks | 1ib, 1. parte 2. c. 3. Rabbi 


Ben Maimon, ( commonly called Ram- 


bam , the moſt judicious Rabbin, thate- 
ver es known to the Chriſtian World .) 
in his excellent booke, called More Ne- 


Vokim, having inſiſted out of Alexander 
Aphrodiſew, as he profeſleth himſelfe, of _ 


three maine particulars, which uſually 
hinder men from the knowledge of 
truth ; addes a fourth of his owne olefers 
vation, as conſiderable in his judgement, 


ifnot! more, then any of the former : and 


that is, ſaith hee, 12%m71935m1nR, Cuſtome 
and Education. What word was uſed by 
the Author himſelfe, I know not. For he 
wrote this booke in Arabick;and the He- 
brewv 15 but atranſlation. But the word 


 2372M7l! here uſed by the Hebrew trantla- 


tor for cuſtom? is very proper in this 


place, 


A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. ns 
ſhall obſerve it with diligence. Nox ra- i 
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place ; comming from a ſimple. Verbe, 


which, among other things , fi gnifieth , 
fallere, doloſe agere ; which is the very 


thing the Author doth here charge cu- 
ome of. Amant enim homines, (ſaith he, ) 
natura id ad quod ſunt aſſuefati, & pro- 
pendent adillud. And then after ſome in- 
ſtances taken from daily experience, goes 
on thus, (as the late Latin Tranſlator ren- 
ders him ,) Idem plane accidere ſolet homini 
it, ſ[ententits & opinionibur, quibus innutr i= 
tus eſt, ut pro amore illarum, ab ills dimo- 


' veri nequeat. Que cauſa eft, ut homo ſpe 


non poſſit apprehendere Veritatem, quia [ci- 
L'cet illa ſequitur , quibus aſſuefactus eſl , 
WC: | | 
Neither is there want of many plauſ1- 
ble pretences to make this power , or ty- 
ranny rather (as Saint Chryſoſtome doth 
acttally Rile it: ) of cuStome, to ſeeme 
as reaſonable, as it is generall. For firſt, 
Naturaliſts tell us, that, (,onſuetudo zan- 


quam altera natura ; ſo AriStotle : and 
Gallen, elegancly , ETIX [HTO @y ores, Te 2 "D 


Cuſtome ts an adſcititious Nature. Both Ci- 
_ vilians 


SIT 
wr 


ETA 
$3 Beg 


15 much thatirc ſhould be fo : ) but plain- 
ly, that conſuetudo derogat legi, abrogat le- 


gem ; yea ſome of them, that, conſuctudo, JE 
licita, licita facit. Te Bpyajo Un eg. 


267, was the reſolution of the Councell 


of Nice in matters of the Church, and to ; 
enquire of the former age, and, to ſtand #p- 


onthe wayes, and thereto looke for the good 
old wayes is the way that the Prophet 
doth teach us both to truth and righte- 


ouſneſle; to wit, to conſult with Anti- ' 


quitie; which is nothing elſe, but'a con- 
tinued cuitome, 25 cuStome 1s nothing elſe, 

but aus ſepius multiplicati ; as 1t 1s dek- 
ned by Lawyers and Schoole-men. Be- 
des , Philoſophers tell us, that, m « 5 
AN; that which ts in being, md that WCC 


call Truth, are all one. And what 1s cu-. 


ſome, but that which ir in being? Andif a- 


ny, to ſhew a difference, {hall adde, that 


Truth is that, which is , hath beene : 


and ſhall bee . wohich 5 15 as much. as to 


ſay,thati it 1s eternal, wiſe Salomon ſeemes 
C | FO 


vilians od Canoniſts cell 1 us, not 104 
that conſuctudo optima legs interpres, (thar . 


: 
Z 
; 
. 
6 = 


- 3: / k 
Ce 
"I 

We ey 
SY 
"> 
5-50 
Os N E 
— 
FO - 
v x SY 
—_ WW. 
£2: 5. 
> 
A 
w *& 
WA ry 
: > E 
$23 
PE 56; 
> + WM 
FE = 3 YL 
AE > 
Be 4 
$3520 
C 5 Sp - 
GO 4 
# £ b. 
p 4 8 
thyz 4 
Xe 2 Þ 
$2532 
$85 
AST « 
0,00 2: vs 
b «3% f o 
, 5Þ 
3 i Pa. 
F T8 Mn 
F420 
FI Is LS. 
4.7 3 
ONES . 
Ft. ES - 
[EEE 
WK 25-28 
b RS. 
Mp 
oY. 
Fe 7 
- F£-, = 
£2 
FX 298. 4 
= £ Tacy 
Fug "uo 
=» A 
= 5 z 
3» 
a” 9" 8 
1 oy 
oe PY 
5 
FR 5 
, FH 
1 35 
2 =o 
ES J 
220d ©h2 
PELES >| 
| WIEE 
- hf A 
PX IR 
0121S? 
oO 
= 3 
po PST 
Ky 
Er SPE 
KEE Ne 
TT, 
PERS 15 
Foe $2 
WERE 37 
FE SN 
OY 
8 
L 64 
bp £88; 4 
= 
: BIR, 
EARS 
La * 
IR 
ERz 
{+ BE 
37-4: 
SS * 
SL 
FI 
52.5 
5 24 
age” 
[AED 
DS. 
9 mn 2 q 
Ti KY 
by EE 
SES? 
 . 
Les < « 
HERB. 
PL 
RW DE 
Eh IE 
Bo 20s he! 
SB ARR 
Y. $8 Jo 
£25 ÞY 
9 
- TEES 
"W333 
S Es I 
WIE 
» Fa 
SES x 
JE 
"3.4 ZIP} 
Fo 4-8 
1 IR 5 
2 - ch 
- == 3, 
E75. 
br 
px <6 
&&.* E 
PEAT 3 
EN 
© 7:4 
I 
> es 
WT: | 
$55 
SLIEF 
£22 
bd 4 x 
LY 
Rs 
- 2 
6 [2 
MF | 
o : 
L. "> 
2-4 
Fo 
[6 i 
> >] 
 e> 
AN] 
> 
S>- 13J 
3 
SB; 
IT 
— 
4 
>. : 
{ 
5 
. bl 
Ly 
72 
y 
I 
7 
: 
R's 
# 
78 8 
A 
(=iES 
} 
2 
LY 
—x 
” 
d 14 
2 
Fay: - 
"$ 
{1 
< 
us 
oF 
q 
I 
by 
J 
: 
28 
N 
1 
Z 
H 
; 
% 


BW a> Me » 
£2 4+ mobatd hs, "It. oo —_ T4” __—_— "— _— _ 
A $ * Hh "Ys «5 Ms fs Be by 3g WH. K COT rs Pers 
A SEL Sod OR OY *y EE 7 Y "; 1 AS Wow "= IF 5 N. N LS 


, © Ns OAT A $9448 Ms — —— — 

: LT.» OL ia AIST Ng IRE. \F BSI ed Tome CON FOI IN PUP 
, C Fei 40) Dip wo g brag? c by 4h ot; 2 Oz Kiel 

ot RATE ONT REBELS IERe bo 321. 0 OY Ie OE EO EIT oF RAR] 7:5 


4 AP CEPT. Bl EN IRIS ROC OTE EPE DEAE Goto WL Aa, 
ATE eva et. AO EY, ; W, . on 


” , oo as Ach; ed Tn aaa ing: + vg x AN Feels Pargtey RE 30D fag = 6-4 RO LS NT PS TIOEELROT =” rein bh NL Ba EET Ee Re MASS W328 , &2 
” = . as f : 6 


to ſay as oh os cuſtome z when | intrea- 
ting of. the varietie of mens labours and 
actions, hee uſeth theſe words, The thing 
that hath beene, t that which ſhall bee, and 
that which t lone, #u that which ſhall be done 


and there 1u no new thing under the Sunne. 
Ts there any thing whereof it may he ſaid, See 
this ts new? It hath beene already of old times 


which was before us. So another, a King 
too, andas wiſe a King (of a heathen) as 
S alomon, He (laith he). thatſeeth the things 


that are now, bath ſcene all that either was e- 
ver, or ever ſhall bee. For all things are of 
_ one kind, and all like one unto another. And | 
in another place, Ila © WOrOpoy , STWs | 


ad £241em, X, Ywnor. ), C yuo mhurage! 35, IV hat 
ever it bee that is now done here, i« £h ſame 
that hath alwayes beene, and ever ſhall be, and 
7 now done in all places : which is ſpoken 
by him, as appeares there, not of things 
naturall , (leſtany man ſhould miſtake .) 


bur oo mens actions and faſhions. 


SANtO. Vi. 24. X. 12. 
| To theſe things ifany hall reply, har 
conſuetudo, que non eſt rationabilts, is not 


_ properly 


RIS TH 


_rily follow 
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properly conſuetudo, but corruptela, and 


no wonder, if conſuetudo rationabilts, bee 
oranted to be xquivalent to reaſon, right, 


or truth : This» if it bee well conſidered; 


will rather puzzle the more, then ſfatis- 


fe. For the Cuſtome of men; which they 


live and are guided by, being different 


according to differences of places and na- 


tions. yea {o changeable and variable ; 


(I ſpeake it of Cyſtomes, in point of 
rightand luſtice, as well as of others: ) in 
the ſame place, as wee lcetheyare inall 


places : if it ſhall bee ſaid of all ſuch ge- 


_nerally, as of particulars ir is commonly 
by them that are uſed unto them that they 
are rationabiles ; will it not hence neceſ{a- 
that whart 1s right in one. 


J 
place, is 1n another wrong : What at one 


time is reaſon and Truth: at another time 
is both falſe and abſurd? > And what is 
this, but to miake Truch changeable, Pro- 
thew like; and appliable to all times and 
-places ? Thar'i is ;'i01 effect, to lay with 
vArchilaw , that G6 Srxcuoy £ © 4j2.00, - Th 

Þvod, bur 2 be 1a, that AE: is "Re 
"oY G2 Or 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 


' or wrong, but by cuſiome and the ordi- 


nances of men onely : or with Epicurus, 


: that Ov 71 LET EXLTO Irguooun , that righ- 
teouſneſle of its {elfe is nothing , but that 
' whatſoever is expedient for the preſent,as_ 
long as it is expedient, itis juſt, and no_ 


longer juſtzthen it is expedient. 
Beſides thefe and the like arguments, 


taken from the things themſelves, ſome 


thing may bee inferred even from the 
words, whereby thoſe things are uſually 


expreſſed. For words have uſually ſome 
foundation in the nature of things, and 
therefore (as wileſt men, Ariſtotle and 
others, have thought :) inall diſputes of 

the true nature and ule of things , much 
obſervable, Now in molt Languages, 


right and cuſtome , are expreſſed by the 
ſame words, As for example to inſtance 
in the three chiefeſt, in Hebrew, 932WD, f1g+ 
nifes properly judzement,but it is as ofren 
uſed for cuſtome. So that' Interpreters are 
ſometimes put to it, not knowing, or at 


tealt not agreeing among themlelves, by 


: DO, | 
which ofthe two it ſhould bee rendred. 


As 


we 
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A Treatiſe of V/e and Cuſtome. 
As for example, Sam. 8. 9. /ſhew them the 
manner Fc. and v.11. Thu will be the man- 
ner, Cc. Inthe Hebrew itis v2W2, which 


ſome with the Yulgar and the Septua- 


gint, render jus; others, as we, rationem ; 
the manner or cuſtome. The Chaldey Da 


 raphraſe expreſſes 1 it by the Greeke word 


rs, Which is ambiguous. both in the O- 
riginall Greeke (the ambiguitie whereof 
hath cauſed errors and miſtakes of Inter- 
preters nota few in divers ancient Greeke 
Authors :) and in the derivative Chaldey, 
for either right or cuſtome. Hence are va- 
rietie of opinions, as amonglt the Tewes, 

ſo amongſt the Chriſtians, about the true 
meaning. But I meddle not with thar. 

Oaly this I obſerve, that Homer upon 
this very ſubje&, ſpeaking of Kings,uſerh 
the very word (but that the one is Greeke, 
and the other is Hebrew: ) that Samuel 
doth ; This alſo, as ambiguous 1 in the 
Greeke, as the other is in the Hebrew. His 


words are Odyſſ. iv. nt #51 Au Ho Bar 
MN0, Where the Scholiaſt hath noted 
_ Obey: k 10pos FH But es $1: Arch- 
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(A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
Biſhop of Theſſalonica, more fully, To 5, 
(17s 67 xn) A071 TY, 075 £7 Ny ov, XL, otoyd 
ruth £50. Aemilins Portu tranilates it, 
quod tamen Licet divinis Regibw. And cer- 
tainly in thoſe words of the Poet in ano- 
ther place, 4 9d J1zn &# fur, Gallen did 
underſtand by the word i, ſomewhat 
more, then cuftome z as ſhould ſeeme by 
him in his de YValetudine conſervanda, 
Where hee quores them more then once, 
Now as in theſe words, both Hebrew and 
Greeke, right is taken for cuſtome, lo in 
the Latin, is cuſtome taken for right, or 
Law. Witnefle, not onely the word con- 
© ſuetudo, in latter ages > whereof wee ſhall 
have occaſion to ſpeake more afterwards, 
but alſo mos, of old. So Yiretl. Aenid. vi. 
—paciſh, imponere morem, 1.” Legem 
pacts, ſaith Serviue. As allo in the Civill 
Law, jus and mor, are often joyned toge- 
ther roexpreſle right ; though ſometimes 
oppoſed, I know. Neither are theſe two 
Latin words, mos and conſuetudo, uſed in 
Latin for right and Law onely . but alſo 
for nature her ſelfe , cuſtome, as it ſeemes, 
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pretending as much to nature, as it doth _ 
to right. So mos by the beſt Lat Au- - 
; iaes , Often; and fo conſuetudo , by ſa- 
cred authors, ſometimes. As for exaim- 
ple, Gen. 31.35. PP: 19, which by the 
; Chalde) paraphraſe; by che Lxx. and the 
; Vulear, is rendred, conſuetudo , the cuſtome 
"of women. Which word con! uctudo, made 
Auguſtine the Monke (a very pardonable 
miſtake in a Monke :) to thinke ang 
of women, then they had deſerved, 
puting that unto 5A as a fault, or vo- 
luntary vice, which 1s their nature. At 
leaſthee was ſo underſtood by Saint Gre- 
gorie ; who therefore both by many rea- 
ſons, and divers examples, prooves unto 
him at large, that that conſuetudo mulie- 
rum, though called conſuetudo, is in very 
truth, infirm.tas nature , or nature ſuper- 
fluitas, rather ; and therefore not culpa z 
quia naturaliter accidit . no voluntaric 
thing in women, bur hapning by nece(- | 
{itie of nature, and by conſequent, no_ 
: linne ; no more then either to eate, and 
drinks; or to bee weary, cold. and the 


like. 


| 
mm 
Ie, 
Pens 
4-454 
»*£. gn 
Rt 
43 
E's 
OH 
ARNE 
- 
2A 
JE 
þ Sd 
4 
we 
FE 
PR 
—"Y 
574 
G7 
a 
Vat 
[2 I 
FPe2) 
En 
Eg 
$75.1 
& 
6: 
IS 
IF = 
-© ja 
Le 
* 
55S 
Ip 
LES 1 
53 
ay 
- 
ET 
2 
50 1 
m & 


"TD 


"ATreadtiſe of Vie and Cuſtome. 


like. Greg. Epiſt. lib. xi. Ind. vil. Epiſs. 


31. ad Auguſt. reſp. ro. 
By By theſe things that have hitherto been 


ſpoken, it ſhould appeare, that cuSome of 


it ſelfe hath no ſmall afhinitie with 


Truth and right : and it is but too appa=- 


rant , thatthey are , by moſt men, taken 
for ane a C. farme thing . as hath al- 
ready beene ſaid. 

But on the other ſide, wee ſhall End in 
ancient, both Philoſophers and Fathers, 
as Tuſtin. Mart. Cyprian, Greg. Nyſſ. and 


others , many ſerious caveats and admo- 


nitions to them that ſeeke the iruth,to be- 
ware of c#Stome : and to this purpoſe Ter= 


tullian would have us to remember, that 


Chriſt called himſelfe veritatem, non conf, 16 


etudinem : truth, not cuſtome,be it never {0 


generall, or fo ancient. 
Having therefore oftentimes (not by 
way of curiofitie, but as one that thinkes 


himſelfe bound to propoſe unto him-. 


ſelfe right and reaſon, to the urmoſt of his 


power, in all his actions : ) had occaſion 


ro meditate upon thole things, viz. of the 
power, 
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4. Treatiſe of Yſe and Cuſtome. 


power , varieties » validitie , of cuStome iti 


things either naturall, civill, (tor all thoſe 
have ſome relation, and mutuall depen- 
dance ; neither can throughly bee under- 
ſtood,if ſeparated) or Divine : and what 


inall thoſe is, 5 {re ( as an ancient Phi- 
loſopher ſpeaketh :) 75 «ar%4as,the [pecu- 
lationof Truth , I have here put moſt of 


thoſe things , that did offer themſelves to 
my conſideration, together : per[wading 
my ſelfe, that if men ſpent leſle time a- 


bout particular Queſtions ; as concerning, 


the right or truth of ſundry particulars, in 


point of either Religion or Philoſophy , 


and more time in the due and rational 
conſideration of thoſe generall either 
helpes, or hinderances, that offer them- 
ſelves unto men in the ſearch of what is 
Truth and right . that there would be, 
both farre leſſe contention, and far more 
truth in the Worldzthen is at this day. For 
my part, I ſhall bee carefull not to vent a- 


ny nevy conceits , or opinions of mine 


owne unto the World. Ir is too full alrea- 


die of ſuch phantaſticks, who both in 
D their 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 


their lives and in their opinions , affe&t_ 
nothing more then fingularitie. Onely. 
what I have met with in beſt authors 
concerning this ſubject, the conſiderati- 


on whereof I thought might bee uſefull. 
unto others, I ſhall here ſer downe, and. 


this, rather by way of propoſition, then. . | 


peremptorie determination. . _ 


- xt 4 CASAS EF INE on hi a UF F LOG I TRE II 190 _ 
NEON OE IT Ions eons 


iO beginne with the power of Ca-. 
BK Home inthings naturall, I will firlt. 
 ſpeake of ſome parts and faculties, 
which have beene formerly, and may yer. 
. through ſe and cuſtome be attained unto, - 
though not contrary to nature, yet ſo rare 
and extraordinary, as in the judgement 
of common ſenſe, and for want. of expe- 
rience, they might.ſeeme alrogether un- 
poſsible. By. Cuſtome , wee underſtand. 
practice and exercife,. as. uſually others |} 
doe upon this occaſion. . So (to inſtance . 
in.one), Plutarch, where hee diſputes of . 
LD the'. i 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtoms” 
the power of cuſtome in point of educati- 
On, £% 5 q ſaith hee , 12AGd by LTH = by 


 euſtome I meane uſe aud exerciſe ; and at- 


terwards hee cals it nor, 637pOyjdw, amy 


Merl; all which words are by him there 
uſed as ſynonimas, or words of .the ſame 
{ignification. Now to ſpeake of the. 


power of cuſtome in this kind, and to ſer 


out the marveilous efficacie of it, I know 


not whom wee {ſhould more properly be- 
ginne with, then with thoſe , whom the 
Grecians properly called, ms Fw ygnmiss, 
or wouder-workers, men, whole profel- 
ſion - tt was to amaze the people with 
ſtrange ſights and wonders, (ſo called ordi- 
narily by Greeke Authors, properly and 


 ablotutely uusam, wonders :) proceeding 


for the moſt part from extraordinary 
either ſtrength, or agilitie , or both. [I 
ſhall mention them the rather, becaufe 
it is a ſpeculation that divers Philoſphers 


and Fathers, ( but eſpecially Saint © hry- 
| ſoſtome :) in their morall exhortations 
| often fall upon, and make very good uſe 


of it. Hero an ancient Greeke Author 
D2 | hath 
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A Treatiſe 2 of Fe and Cuſtome. 


| hath written a whole booke of that ſub- 


jet, but I have not yet ſcene it. And be- 


POT the word 7 FLUUSTOTUOS © Is ſomewhat 
generall, and may comprehend them thar 


bring ſtrange things to paſle, by the helpe 
cither of naturall, or ſuperſtitions Ma- 
gicke, as well as others; I will therefore 


| here ſet downe the nai of ſuch as 


wee underſtand here properly by the 
word ; as I find it in Nicephorus Grego- 
ras . by which they may bee diſcerned 
from all others, that have any plea to that 
common name, He therefore in his eight 
Booke of his Roman Hiſtory,treating at 
large Wet TH ED un ot hrs T1 K wVGavTIVS- 
mA rvusmmmy!, of ſome wonder-workers 
that came to Conſtantinople, gives the. de- 

finition of them, and of their art : T a £ 
v1 TEAS ua \ 7 PLP TEXT © "Fodw Xa} 


Fav pagure TAY g & | Sameunns Ti}0s H5-eriing 


DA RF 


ETON, BY rn3 g's Pvorws Ora © EY = 


upakiong CM 7Aztavos Es & py 7 TOUS TW) dT OW. 


T boſe things (faith he :) that were done by 
them, were prodigious indeed, and full of won- 


der; ; Jet farre from Diabolicall inchant- 


MENTS) 
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ments , but meere. exerciſes of a dexiruou 


natures long pradtiſed and accuſtomed unto 
thoſe things. 

Firſt then to begin with avilities Saint 
Chr)ſoſtome in his nineteenth Homulie ad 
populum Antiochenum hath theſe parti- 


cular inſtances, 189 Int © way and 


xepurrigy 2 X; 5 RR 6 Ty edu 8s, and 6Xn0v = 


' pro, eaves TIES Tos KwADIS nk Ty ow- 
Kms, FOrun upon the ground, all parts of 


the body turning circularly, like a wheele : to 
draw ones ſelfe up and downe by the motion 
and agitation. of the armes onely , as if i it 
were with wings : uaaipas ana Ef5 mov 
LEE LrorTiCqv, Td; am Þ Adon; Jryeadty 3 
to caſt up divers ſwords one after another 
intothe aire, and to receive every one by the 
handle: 677 Y? ov GEVOTELTHG SaJ1Qgr x; KaToH® 


TEE40d, expreſſed by him againe in ano- 


ther place, Se. 90s CC TIIT: Bedieg X 


KLnf 677 loomedy, * AU ® TCL TE TUO TH 0-1 


Seal, 3 >moSveel, ao nf mm Ang Hou - 


per : Which, in'plaine Engliſh, 1s no 
more, as [I conceive; then whatwe com- 
monly lay, to dance upon the rope ; Or, ire 
D 3 per 


va 


26 


por extentum. funem, as Horace cals it, 

chough it ſeemes after a more difficult 
and miraculous way , by farre, then 1s 
uſed in theſe dayes. Or elle 1 muſt ſay 
that Saint Chryſoſtome had ſcene thoſe 
{1 tghts oftner,; then I have done. 'Ey Erq£0: 
oDwpiC dy, cane alſo by Saint Chry- 


ſoftome, I know not certainely whether 


1 ſhould render, to play with ſwords , 
as with tennu balls . to the lame pur- 


pole as that former paſſage of his, (#x- 


£#5 y4Nasg, &c, or rather, to play with 
tennty bals being beſet round about with na- 


| ked ſwords: to which purpoſe I:-find in 
Athenaw, and in Xenophon, Eis Ziqn xuo- 


cs, FO tumble and turne over aud over a- 
mong naked ſwords , being ſpoken by them 


of men of this profeſcion. Inter gladios 


ath, infeſtas frameas ſaltu ſe jacere, to leap 


among ſwords , and ſharpe ſpeares or jave- 


lines, which is mentioned by Tacitus, Is 
ck alſo to the ſame purpole though 


| hee ſpeakeit of the Germans 1n generall. 


Bur I take notice of it the rather , becauſe 


hee notes it there expreſly, that Exerci- 
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tatio: paravit artem ; that is, that they at- 
rained unto this facultie by meere ule and. 


continuall exerciſe; 


In poiat of ſtrength, firſt active, I find 


in Saint Chryfoſtome xayToy 677 TY METTTY 
ns Fa Strdpoy pig author 6% ms MS, 


ore Kal TY Jia Wlixes mn A xpy TY Euay TRL 


AnAgIs Rgorboalyy; Or as hee hath 1 It 1n 
another place » XovToy £70 TY TEITUTY Moegr, 


Eire brnkvTa AW Tray 00 , Wwe Tidy. Kay 
Tepreq» G15 Tea@;; to bold out a long pole at. 

Ir, ſtedfaſt, 
(which nevertheleſſe by Martzal, Epigr. 
lib. v.12. but ina nother reſpe&sto wit, 
to expreſle. the length of it, is called, 
nutantia pondera :) and upon it \ Jea at the 


length with the forhead firme an 


very end of it, to beare a child, and ſome- 


times two together playing one with another, 


to make ſport to the beholders. 

As for frrength paſiive , x7, T15 OAT; 
As oe Sfmripgy, to indure the piercing 
thorow of 'ones head with ſharpe nayles , is 


one of Saint Chryſoſtomes inſtances in one 
of his Homilies upon Saint Pauls firſt B- 
piſtle to the Cor, rap: Ix. h.' 21, concer- 


ning 
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ning the ſaid 72g, or ordinary 
 wonderworkers of his time. Hee doth in- 
 \ſiſtupon this particular art large, calling _ 
| their heads, xeÞaAx nabrnwwuas, nayled 
heads, or heads ſtickt all over with nayles. 
And leaſt any ſhould either miſtruſt the 
truth of the relation, (though to pre- 
ventthis I have purpolely made choice of 
ſuch a one as Saint Chryſoſtome for my 
warrant :) or atleaſt ſuſpeCt (as I ſee di- 
vers doe without cauſe in other matters 
like unto theſe, becauſe not acquainted 
with the power of cuſtome in things of 
this nature : ). ſome impoſture in the 
actors, I will confirme this laſt inſtance of 
nayled heads, With two pregnant teſtimo- 
nies of approoved and unqueltionable 
experience of latter times : the one taken 
from Augerius  Busbequiu, andthe other 
from Tohannes Leunclavius; men of good - 
worth, both, and as good credit, among 
the learned Cum jam efſet in conſpeftu 
Buda (ſaith Bubeguins in his fourth E- 
_ piſtle: ) Peniunt nobu obyiam juſſu Baſſe 
ex ejw familia aliquot, cum pleriſq;*('hi- | 
auſſi, 
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auſtir , ſed in primis viſenda juvenum in 6- 

quis multitudo þpropter novitatem ornatus , 

qui erat hujuſmodi. Tn aperto capite » q vod 

ets plerums, raſt um eſt, cutem longa fines 
| inciderant, cui Vulneri plures pinnas cus 
| juſd, generis inſeruerant : ifs ſbillantes cru- 
| entis guttir, diſiimulato dolore veluti ſenſus 

expertes, leti & hilares ferebantur. Ante 

me proxime pedites aliquot ambulabant , ho- 
rum un veluti anſatus ſubnixis brachits in- 

| grediebatur, quorum utrum4, ſupra cubitum 
| cultello(quod genus nos Pragenſes vocamu::) 
transfixum habebat. Aliu 2 ſuperiore par- 
te umbiculo tenwu, nudus incedebat , fic (cifſa 
duobus locts infra ſupradz lumborum cute, ut 
illac trajettam clavam, tanquam e cingulo 
= pendentem baberet. Alius in vertice capitrr, 
equiſoleam pluribus clavis fixerat. Sell id 
Veius erat, clavy ita cum carne coaltttr, ut 
nihil moyerentur. 

The paſſage ont of Leunclavius is this : 
Hos ſequebantur tres lympbatici robuſti ho- 
mines, caligu tantum induti, catera nudt, 
[8 quod capity vertex parvo pileolo rubro, 
& humeri nudiſ' -8y--aps def collo pen- 
E -dente 


_ 7 
. 


"> 


denie pelle tigridir, exornabantur. Hi ad 
concenturm Zinganorum tripudiavant , te- 
nentes finguli vexillum Turcicumrubri colo- 
ris , cujus haſtile intra cutem & abdomen 


' ventris, emanante multo ſanguine_ defixum 
erat. Hos duo pueri | equebantur, qui cutt 
\ fronts perforate pennas gruu inſertas fere- 


bant. Secundum pueros incedebant quatuor 
virorum paria , pervuluerats lateribus. 


Primi duo clavas ferreas , quas ftwadicauos 
dicunt : proximi duo nudos acinaces, per cu- 


temtransfixos , geſtabant. Rurſus alii duo 


ſequebanturs quorum unus ſecurim milita- 
rem Vngaricam ( ſchacanam Vvocant) alter 


oblongum Genizari ſclopetum apertu late- 
ribus intransfixo corpore portabat. Vltimo 
loco viri duo robuſti ſpettaculum hoc clauae- 
bant, qui temporarecit, latir, oblong 


 enfibus, quos V neari palaſtos vocant , irans- '| 
fixerant. Horum capulos manibus tenebant: | 
In enfium cuſpide pomun erat adfixum » & d | 


 pomo, penna gruts inſerta. 


I ſhall forbeare more particular inſtan- | 
ces concerning the many wonders recor- | 
ded by the ancients, of thoſe wonder wor- | 


hers: | 
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Per 


2 


kers:; And the rather indeed, becauſe di- 
vers examples inthis\kind may be excep- 
tcd againſt, as cxamples rather of ſtrange 
natures, or naturall properties ; then in- 
ſtances. of the power of cuifome. For 
though the art, generally ,, bee adſ{cribed 
by the ancients to mw, or phrr (which 
gave occaſion to Arrian the Stoick Phi- 
loſopher to mention ſome of them by 

the. way in his chapter «2477 wg : 

thatis, #0 uſe and prattice, yetin ſome of 
them (fer ought wee know :) it might 
bee nature; or at leaſt, nature concur- 
ring. Soof prodigious eaters, for exam- 
ple, Suetoniw tels us of one, much admi- 


red by Nero the Roman Emperour, who 


by cuſtome had brought himlelfe, crudam 
carnem » © quicquid daretur ts ; 
to eate any kind of thing : And dogbe, 


lefſeit tands with reaſon that cuſtome. may 
_ doe much in this kind, as generally in 


point of eating and drinking : whereof 
learned Phyſicians creat - at large. Yet 
| that a man ſhould nach die apr_—_ inte- 


B 2 [pid i 


2 _ _ A aa ae naomi e—ooererienerernernes 
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tum : in oneday (if not at one meale :Yeate 
a whole boare, a hundred loaves, one wea- 


 #her, and a hogge, as wee read of one in 


Aurelians time : I dare not adf{cribe this 
unto cuſtome onely :.no more then, to de- 
vonre nettles, thiſtles,the pith of artichockes 


raw and living birds and fiſhes with their 
ſcales andfeatbers, burning coales and can- 


ales, Gc.and all theſe in very great quan- 
titie, as Karew in his Survey of Cornwall, 
recordech. of one: Toby Size of Cornwall, 


That which. makes mee to doubr, the. 


more, is, becauſe I read-tn bas: a fa- 
mous omit, of one Lazarw in Ve- 


nice, ſurnamed YVitrivorax, or the glaſſe_ 


eater, who madea trade of it, mercede pro- 
poſita, Vitrums ſaxas lapides , ligna , viva 
animalia, carbones, piſces e vivario ex- 
trattos adhuc ſalientes , lutum » lineos 1a- 
neſs, pannos, &c, vorare. . Nowthis man 


fallins at laſt, after his death, to the hands | 
of Columbus to bee diſle&ted by him, hee | 


did his beſt (as hee profeſſeth : ) boy: obſer- 


ving all things in him with more then 
 ordinarie curioſitie , to find out a reaſon 


in nature of this fo  ficange and unnaturall 
qualitie. 


SORES 7 
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qualitie, And his conceit is, that hee did 
find it, wherein 1 will not interpoſe my 
judgement, but leave the further exami- 
nation thereof, to profeſt Anatomiſts and 
Phyſicians. But generally, of ſuch parti- 
cular examples, ſo extraordinary and be- 
yond all example prodigious , I holdit 
(as I have already ſaid') moſt fafe, to 
take in nature and cuſtome, as concurring. 
As exprelly, for example ; wee reade in 
Suidas of one Marcellw, who being by na- 
ture very watchfull, by long uſe and c#-. 
ſtome had brought himſelfe to that paſle, 
asto-live without {leepe; or atleaſt, with 
ſo little, as could hardly bee oblerved by 
any others. For the better ſatisfaction 
therefore ofthe Reader; that hee may cer- 
tainely know what cuſtome alone'in this. 
kind, can doe, in point of either agilitie: 
or ſtrength ; a ſure way will bee to conſ1- 
der ſome particular performances in ei- 
ther kind that. have beene more com- 
mon and 'generall, as either to whole Na- 
tions, or to certaine profeſsions, together 
and at onetime, and not-proper to ſome. 
few. perſons, at ſome times, only. 
Ex lh} 


\ 
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In point of agilitie, Ceſar in his Com- 


mentaries teſtifiech of the old Britans, 


that uſu quoridiano & exercitationes they 


had attained to that pertec&tion of horle- | 
 manſhip» ut in declivi ac pracipiti loco inci- 


tatos equos ſuſtinere, © brevi moderari ac 


tlectere , & per temonem percurrere, G& in 
jugo0 infftere, & inde ſe in currus citiſſime 
 recipere conſueverint. This is much, and 


more perchance then ſome will eaſily be- 
lceve, that have ſcene no ſuch examples 


of 2Gtivitie: in theſe dayes. Yet more then 
that in the ſame kind of exerciſe, is aver- 


red to bee true of ſome peopleto chis day, 


| by Authors of good credit and authority. 


"0 elegant Maffeut of certaine people 0c- 
cidentalts Aethiopie, which hee cals 14- 
lapbos : Hiſt. Iniics, lib. 1. Exhibitique 


(faith hee :) per eos dies publice Iudi, con- 


Vivia, Venationes, & ſpectacula equeſtria ; 
In quibus Ialophi deſultoria arte & peri- 
tia ita ſe admirabiles prebuere, ut Numidis 


ipfis ( quorum in celeritate morugj corporn 


precipua law eſt : ) avilitatts palmam omni- 


um judicio confenſug, eripuerint. Si quidem 


tanta 


coed ——_— __ 


FS 
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ranta erant membrorum vel dexteritate vel 
robore, ut equi incitatiſſimi ephippiis uulia 


omnino curſus intermiſſione tum recti infſte- 
rents corpuſ 4, circumagerent + tum repente 


infiderent, diſpofitofg, humi lapillos ad unum 


inde colligerent ; tum etiam moment® defili- 


rents reflirentg;. 


Bur if any ſhall SE to andietiiz 


the urmoſt =o long ule and exerciſe can 


attaine unto in this kind of Aglitze, let 
them read what Martinu a Boumgarten, 
(no obſcure man and of good credit eye- 
ry way; ) relates atlargein his perigrina- 
tions, of the ſundry acts and exerciſes of 
 Chivalrie, performed by the Mamaluques 
before heir Soldan. Certainely had they 


had wings, I doe notknow what they 


could have done more in that kind, ei- 


ther upon, or about horſes. Bur becauſe 


the booke is not-very common to bee 
had, nor perchance. very commonly 
kinon wae, I ſhall not doc amiſle Ithink, to 
inſert here ſome part of that his lation, 

His words arc: 


Alia 


Fe 


A | Treaif: c of = c joe 0/04 
Aliiinpleno curſu equi , ter defilientes : 
itemd, (equo a curſuſuo non ceſſante : ) con- 
ſcendentes, nibilo minus omnes illos ſcoposſa- 


_ gtttts tangebant, nec vel aliquatenu aber- 


rabant,: Alliſelly non ſedentes, ſed ſtantes, 
licet equi volarent-fingulos ſcopos feriebant. 
Ali inter plenum © jurem equorun cur- 
ſum ter arcu remittentes, ter eos locoflagelli 
capiti circumdantes , ac rurſum ter inten- 


dentes, eque tamen ut  c4:eri fingulos ſco- 
pos jacultr verberabant. Ali in jugi equo- 


rum curſu _ licet ad utramg, parten defiliſ- 


ſent, non tamen obmittebant,' quin © omnes_ 


ſcopos ut © reliqui, fngillatim percuterent. 
Alii ter per equorum terga retro defilien- 
tes, ac rurſum currente ſemper equo,infilien- 
tes, a ſagittandi munere ad fingulos ſcopos 
non ceſſabant. Alii ſells more ſolito colliga- 
tis ſedentes , eas interim equo currente, ter 
ſotvebant, ac poſt ſolutionemſagittantes , ter 
rurſum eas dorſo equi colligabant, ter, jacu- 


lis ſcopos haud eravatim contingebant . Alit 
in ſells more conſ/ ucto infidentes, extra ſellam 
retro ſe concite locabants ac capite deorſum 


miſſo, 
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miſſo, rurſu erefbi; [ellas infidebants hocg, 


ter fatto, toties etiamſcopos jacults appete- 
bant. Alii inſella juſte [edentes, caput in e- 
qui ponebant tergum, ac apprebenſd equi 
cauda, dentibus eam ingerebant, ath, illico [s 
ertgentes, ſcopos nequaquam 
ribant. Alii poſt (ngulos jaftus [agittarums 
enſem evaginatum circum caput minitabun- 
di rotabant : quo mox vagina recondito , 


nullumſcopunt a jaculu eſſe fmnebant i immu-. 


nem. Aliiinter nudos & acutiſſimos enſes 4 

dextra ternos, Ieyaternos, in renuiſoimo a- 
mittu ita ſedebant, ut enſes ili (fe quo mt- 
nus immoderate ſe moviſſent : ) corpora e0- 
rum crudeliter configerent : ramen ante & 
retro admirabill pernicizate && arte ita ſe 


Vibrabant, us pr ſe, © & poſt tergum ( quaſe 


diſcrimints obliti :) nulli ſcopo parcerent. 
Inter hos talia agentes tyrones, unu ſolu re- 
| pertmeſt, qui ſuper duos perniciſcima velo- 
citate equos currentes, ſolutts ſtaret pedibus, 


ac ternas uno impetu,ante & retro fimulfun- 


deret ſagittas. Tterum erat alius » qui itidem 
= /olus ex omnibus equo non ſellato nec fr enato 
l ſedens, ad ag Jeapos / ein Ladd erigens 
bj: ſtabat, 


ſult prete- 


_— 
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ſtabat, perculſoh ſcopodextralevag, iterum 
ſedebar-: donec ad ſ\ ecundos 7 tertios [ copos 


Veniens, iterumſe in peaes erigeret, ac [agit- 
tandi munw egrecie & mire expleret. Item 


& aliu inſuper repertw eſt, quiſolw ex re- 
| liquis equo inſellato & nudoſedens, ubiad 
ſcopos Veniſſet, intergo equi ſupinus jacens, 


utrumg; pedem in ſublime porrigebat, fic- 


que concite erettw ſagittandi off icium impi- 
gre complebat: Againe, Et oper pretium 
_ erat: videre tyrones illos., corpore proceros, 
veſtitu armiſs, 4, decoros, geſtu ipſo admirabi- 
tes; ea in rapido equorum- curſu agere que 
etiam interra ſftamibus & factu difficilima, 
WG viſt ſPupenda, deniq, & enarratu incre- 


dibilia pene viderentur, WC. 


And that the unexpert may the better 


bee ſatisfied, that theſe things are not al- 
rogether impoſſible to men, who by their 


profeſsion make it-their conftant tudie 


and practice ; I will adde by the way 


PE 


what ſome ordinary. men of our owne | 


Countrey with a little practice, haveper- | 
| formed in ourdayes. In the yeare of our | 


Lord 161 1, inthe month of Auguſt, the 


Biſhop 


» 


Biſhop of- Bly (Ithinke Imay call him 


the Biſhop of Ely, xx! 40,49, and-doe none 
of his worthy predeceſſors any wrong ; 
bur,the Biſhop of Ely that then was : ) 
going to Wiſby in Cambridg-ſhire, and ac- 
companied with many horſes; there met 
him upon the wayes a plaine Ruſtick, 
ſtanding upright upon his horſes bare 
 backe; and inthat poſture did hee gallop 
ſo faſt, thar none of the company could 
outgoe him , or {o much as keepe pale 
with him. Oane that was then preſent 
made a Memorandum of it in theſe words : 
Die primo itineris occurrit nobu ruſticus , 
qui equi ſui nudo dorſo infiſtens vehebatur 
tanta confidentia, ut admitteret ad curſum> : 
neque aliquu noſtrum poſſet conſequi eumita 
CUYYEnLtem, =. 

In point of ſtrength, firſt afFive, the 
Turkiſh archer {hall bee my inftance; A 
ftrong Turkiſh bow ' ( ſuch you mult 
underſtand as'they generally uſed in for- 
mer times before they had ſo much dege- 
nerated from their ancient diſcipline: ) 

x. the 


4 des 
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the ſtring whereof a luftie ſtrong man 
(qui non aſſueverit, ſaith *Buſbequius in his 
_ Epi8tles : ) that hath not beene uſed unto 
| them; ſhall not bec able to Rirre with all 
his might ſo farre , as to loozen a piece of 
money thruſt at one of the extremities 


betweene the ſtring and the ſteele, a well 


practized archer of that Countrey and 
diſcipline, will make nothing to: draw 
to his eare. And ſuch is the ſtrength of - 
one of thoſe bowes, (ſaith learned Barclay, 
in his Icon animarum and profeſſeth to 
have ſeene it done,) that with a little ar- 
row it will pierce through chalybem tres 
digitos alum (I durſt not Engliſh it, but 
that I know the Author to bee a man fa- 
mous, and of good credit, in things of 
this nature at leaſt :) 4 ſteele three fingers 
thicke ; andeven dart an arrow that ſhall 
want a head with ſuch force into a reaſo- 
nable bigge tree, that the end of it ſhall be 
feene on the other fide, I bind no man 
to beleeve it, that hath not ſeene 1t ; yet 1 
know the Authors credit will goe very 
| farre 
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frrewith them thar have knowne him. 
and that hee is not the onely that hath re- 
ported it. 

As for ſtrength paſtive; [ will content 
my ſelte with that common example of 
the Lacedemonian boyes, and youths ; the 

"more common and the better atteſted, the 
more uncontrollable and the fitter for 
our purpole., One of their ſolemne yeare- 
ly exerciles, {kar their lawes did oblige 

 themunto, was their #4451740, as they 
| calledic; thatis , apublike whipping of 
all their yourhs at a.certaine place, to wit, 
ad aram Diane Orthie. Their youth (Gaith 

Plutarch : ) being whipped and ſcourged all 
day long at the altar of Diana Orthia, HEeLh 
LL TY TINA Series) WW 2409 xa; ydeg, 
are wont $0 indure it, even unto death, of ten- 
times, with joy and exultation, eagerly ſtri- 
Ving one with another , who ſhall hold ont 
longeſt and ſuffer moſt. Tullies relation 

goes yet beyond this. For having ſaid, as 

Plutarch » ad necem uſg,, even unto death . 

he addes, quorum n0n modo nemo conclama- 

Vit #nquam, ſed ue ingemuit quidem; that 
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dy exercile : )was:ever knowney either $0 cry, 


tantes pugntr calcibus, unguibus, morſu, de- 


this matter; but this alſo, thatwhileſt | 
:thele boyes were ſo uled,, their parents | 


"2 T Prarie e of Fl e we Jecfins, 
none of them (during the time of this blou- 
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er ſo much as to eroane. And both thele, in 
other places, profeſle to bave beene eye- 
witneſſes of their patience, WY TINA. bars 
TY Baud T1;5 ; Oprifules £00 KAALOW See teu 0x50 - 
G; mis mAnye;s,lanh Plutarch ; Wee have 
ſeene our ſelves many ef them dye atthe very 
Altar, with extreamitie of ſcourging. Ado- 


leſcentium greges Lacedemone vidimw iþft, 
(ſaith Tulie, ) incredibili contentione cer- 
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nique ut exanimarentur, prinſquam ſe Vi- 

Fosfaterentur. But to ſpeake truth, there 
is nothing more obvious in all Greeke + 
and Latin Authors that are ancient: and 7 
therefore theſe rwo may well ſuthce. But | 
this is notall that is to bee wondred at.in # 


and deareſt friends would looke upon 
them wath joy and pleaſure, yea cxhort 
them 'theralelves unto;patience : adſtan-- 


tibut parentibus& propinqutr, laith Tertul- | 
Hino, uti ' perf, everent aahortantibus. The 


word 
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(4 Treatiſeof Vſe and Cuſtoms. 

word that is uled by Plutarch in his Ly- 
curgui, ſpeaking of thele things, 4s, 
pradtiſe and exerciſe, puts mee in mind of 
the ancient Chriſtian Aſceticks, of whom 


_nolefle in point of patience, if not more 


by farre, might bee related, bur thar I 
would not be long. 1+ 

In all theſe ſeverall generall inſtances, 
itis outof all queſtion, and all Authors 
that write of them are of that opinion, 


that Cuſtome and long practile, 1s to bee 


looked upon, as the onely cauſe. "The 


ule (which I mentioned before; and. 
therefore. will briefly ſet downe heere , 


thoughir be not the thing that Taimear e- 
ſpecially: chat divers antient Fathers.,Phi- 


loſophers & others make of thele and the 


like inſtances, is this: That thoſe great 
inſuperable difhculties, that men uſually 
pretend to meete with:in the way that 
leades unto Vertue and godlineſle, are 


rather vaine pretences and patuwua (as 


Saint Chryſoſtome in_ a thouſand places :) 


that is, meere want of courage ani reſolution, 
then difficulties really hard and inſupe- 


rable:. 
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rable : Aiuz> on Smog GCoreftros TH en- 


omwuwr ( as Polybiw in a place, very ele- 
oantly and fully 7 2/g. Gs /@e9 Faro now as 


MY 


ry ; 7 4 7g Ee, Eo \ \ 
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SF Meals TUG Sep, And therefore that 
men muſt not ſtart backe from the proſecuti- 


on of any thing that ts good and profitable by 
reaſon of thoſe ſeeming difficulties, but be- 


' take themſelves to the power of uſe and cu- 
- ſome, by which all that good ts and laudibles 

 & made poſſible unto man. 
. Now in all theſe it 1s apparant , that 
cuſtome is rather ſupra naturam, then con- 
tra naturam, directly. We ſhall therefore 


in the next place conſider the poiver of it, 


even in thoſe things, wherein it is directly 
oppoſit unto Nature. The diſcuſsion of | 


thele things at large, Ll leave unto profeſt 


Narturaliſts and Phyſicians. Some few 


inſtances will ſerve my turne, and will 


ſufficiently 


both capable and curious, (1 take it in 

the better ſenſe :) matter of further ſpe- 
RE 

II © mv Th voy mntijuio : all exceſſe 
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A Treatiſe of Yſe and Cuſtonic: 


i againſt nature. So Phyloſophers and 


Phy ficians. Yet what excaſl ſounnatu- 


call , that a man, by cuſtome , may not 


bring himſelfe note. 4 Yea, ifa man have 
once uſed himſelfe unto excelle, itis dan- 
gerous for him toreturne unto nature and 
mediocritie, becauſe hee hath uſed him- 
ſelfe unto exceſſe. For even things natu- 
rally and of themſelves hurtfull, through 
| uſeand cyſtome become expedient and ne- 
ceflarie. Therefore aich Hippocrates, Ts 
Co Ned avs CUNRA, x.) 7 Ylpo, TW a TU Y = 
*%1 Zors c10AG El%, Thoſe things that we 
to bee leſſe dangerow then better things that 
we are not uſed unto, And Ariſtotle doth 
inftance in Dz7onyfiu the Tyrant, who in 
7 a dangerous fiege having forborne for a 
E while his ryor, fell into a conſumption, 
of which he could not be cured, untill-he 
# returned unto his former cuſtome. 

* Whar more contrary to Nature then 
# poyſon:; which therefore a other 
names is called Samrmers, wah Foglw, as 
: the greateſt enemie of Nariite | 2 Yet by 


are uſed unto, though worſe of themſelves,uſe 
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46 Al Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
cuſtome indivers ages both men and wo- Þ| 
men have beence knowne to bring them- 
ſelves to this paſle, as not onely to take Þ 
moſt dangerous poylons without hurt, © 

but alſo to feed upon them and to receive | 
nouriſhmenc from them. Wee read of | 

| ſome that have lived upon nothing elle. | 
Whereof you may read in Gallen de | 
Simpl. Med. lib.3. 18. Sennert. lib. iv.c.z. 

And 176. iii. de Febrib, And although in 
ſome of theſe there might fometimes 
concurre ſome ſecret of Nature 1n the 
proper conſtitution ( whereof ſee Liba- 

viu de Venems, and Gallen de Sim. Med. 
who ſhewesa reaſon in Anatomie , why 

that poyſon which killeth men, 1s a food 

unto the Stares :) or otherwiſe; yet ge- | 
nerally (which ſufficeth us :) that this is 
ad{cribed unto cuſtome as the cauſe, I 
appeale unto the forenamed Authors , |! 

and divers others that have treated of |! 
it, ” IF 
What more naturall unto man, then: 
- toliveuponthe Earth, the naturall mo- 
ther ( both in regard of their beginning | 


an 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
and of theirending :) of all men ? Yet we 
reade of ſome, who by cuſtome of often 
{wimming and converiing inthe waters, 
have made the waters ſo naturall unto 
_ their bodies » that they could hardly en- 
dure the land, and not without preſent 
danger of their health. Tovianur Pouta- 


nu, writes of one (*olon of his times ( as 
I conceive : ) a notable YVrinator or diver, | 


who could not indeed: continue long to- 
gether out of the ſea, and would [wimme 
a hundred miles together and above, 
from one ſhore to another, and from one 
Countrey to another , with great ſpeed, 
and at all times of theyeare. But this I 


muſt confeſſe I take upon truſt, for l have 


not read jt in the Author himlelfe, bur 
in our learned Tohn Barnes a BenediCtine, 
in his contra Aequivoc. 15. 323. Neither 


doe I know whether hee had brought 


himſelfe to this by cuſtome onely or no. 
Bur if this ſtorie bee not to my purpoſe, 
this other is I am ſure, which I ſhall now 
produceout of a certatne Commentator 
upon Ariſtotle his Axiomata : who upon 


Ta * _ that 
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b he that ſaying of Ariſtotle, Conſuetudo eft al- | 
tera natura : hath theſe words: Alibi | 
auanta fit vis conſuetudinu explicatiori ſer- | 
mone proditum eſt : Illu tamen hoc velim ad- 
ditum, quod pre ſua novitate & infrequenti 
ſemilts rei eventu pene incredibile erit , ho- 
minem quen1am'patria Syculum, a puero ita 
natandi conſuetudine uſitatums, ut deinceps 
piſcinum more ſub aquis longo tempore ver- 
| ſaretur . quibus cum exiret, ut communi ho- 
minum uſu frueretur, tanto ventriculi do- 
lore angebatur » ut valetudinis nanciſcende. 
cauſa, ad aquas efſet redeundum. Quibus 
 rur(um immerſu, ludi © recreationu gra- 
tia, fi quando naves mari volarent, in eas [a- 
liebat, ath, poſt ſumprum cibum, iterunm de- | 
ſcentebat, ubi ad multam uſg, «tatem vitam | 
protraxit. Whether hee meanes it of the 
{ameas Pontanw doth, becauſe Thavenot 
Pontants at this time, I cannottell. To 
{ome ſuch kind of men it is notunlikely, | 
that Saint Chryſoſtome did allude in one of |: 
his Homilies (the ſ1xteenth as I remem- + 
ber : ) upon the Epiſtle tothe Hebrewes, 
where hee tels rich men oftheirunmerci- 
CE © =» — fulneſle 


PEE 


EY PIO we 1 Og 
I Ee ee ee re ne I Een hes bet eee bat wh: 
WS GA LU Faro $3 Sdn dns ag (fr owed ' nes 9 DO WOO rn PETE 
- SIT A RI aL ans 3H ASE Ont LEES SESFLEL OSS ne, $ IL F ales FS LO PORE. 
CN Os ed EI EEO PRI EWTE tn, 4 o IE LO 
286) EV REGARD ND ES T2 


<8 


4; FS My . ON HYD ** wy ES 1 Prone BEERS Oh oF >XFe IA ERS 4 TE ER LA IDEPR EN I oct SD BEE EBT, Er"! OOMT EFRON ILL 4, BY ae Oh 7 » ; a L 
CE ee A RE ey RX ESI SIR DUE IEEE IO A A EI A Por oe Fee OI ISR ©pS nl. CEE <7 Ne HL BN a go EL AS a TE ES BO EHe LR4es Ss nr A SE EN I AE "EE IS ET IDEN. 


A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuftome. 

tulneſſe and want of compalsion, whoſe 
curiolitie to ſatisfe with ſtrange ſpecta- 
cles) among other inventions pooremen 
vere driven © Baz; Ty mAgz994 Seplrack, 
zo ſearch and ranſacke the deepeſt parts of 
the Ocean, that ſome way or other they 
might extort ſomewhat from them. But 
Seneca directly , ſpeaking of the ſtrange 
inventios of the T%49-77710%,0r wopder-wor- 
kers of his dayes, reckons among the reſt, 
in immenſam altitudinem mergi, ac fine ulla 
reſpirandi vice perpeti maria, and againe 
not long after, penetrare in imum mare-, 


' which may give much light to that paſ- 
ſage of Saint Chriſoſtomes. And among 


the ſundry kinds of exerciſes Artis Gym- 
naſtice, I find that one was, continere ſþi- 
ritums , to hold and keepe in their breaths: 
it being one of thole things (it ſeemes :) 
which uſe and cuſfome can doe much in, 
as. well as in other things. ” 

But it would bee infinite to treat of the 
power of cuſtome from all particular ex- 
amples and inſtances that occurre in di- 
vers writers , Hiſtorians, Philoſophers, 
| G -3 and 
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50 A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
 andothers, bothold and late. The truth 


_ of ſome of them perchance may bee que- 
ſtioned. I deny it not : though lread not Þ} 

. ſcarceany thing inany of them fo ſtrange =£ 
in this kind , but might be averredand V! 
paralelld, 7s not as certainely true, at 
leaſt as poſkible, by manifeſt experience, 
either in the ſame kind or very like, even 
11 OUr days. 

Yet it is not granted by all men, that 
cuſtome is of ſuch power and cacie in 
things naturall. Ariſtotle ſeemes in {ome 

place to bee one of them, that will not 
grant it. To £99 dang i 0 SarpSemey , ſaith 
hee in a place, 5 5 $a; ci Capes”). One 
cuſtome may be remooyed and taken away by 
ſome other cuſtome, but nothing can ever pre- 
_Vaile. againſs Nature. And againe in his 
Echicks, Lib. ii. c. 1. as peremptorily 
OyJry TH Queor) rey dhMNNWs ence ), Nothing 
that ts naturall can bee altered by cuſtome. 
Others , though they ſpeake not ſo pe- 
remptorily of it, yet they reſtraine the 
power of it very much. -So Alex. Meſſa- 
ria, a famous Phyſician, in his Treatiſe 
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of the plague, Conſuetudinem (ſaith he) 


plurimum poſſe neganaum non eſt ; ſed ita 


ramen, ut ne limites nature tranſcendat,Gc. 
And Sennertw, (an exact judicious wri- 
ter, as melt of that profeſſion, ) more 
punctually yet, Pratt. Medicine lib. iii. 

part 1. ſet. ii.c. 2. de longa abſtin. Con- 
Ceruding (faith hee :) maximam Vim eſſe 
certum eſt, non tamen in omnibus locum ha- 
bet : ſed certa ſaltem opera ſunt, in que jus 


habet conſuetudo. Etenim in ſenſu aftio- 


nes nulam poteſtatem habet, ned, quis pote(s 

aſſueſcere , ut non olfaciat , ſentiat, vel non 
reſpiret, Oc. 

Tothis many things might Th oppo- 


ſed, from certaine experience. 'In this ve- 


1y point de longa abſtin. that Sennertus 


ſpeakes of, Ancient Hiſtories afford ex- 
amples to the contrary. Wee read of one 
Tul. Viator, who to ſave his life having 
by little an} little uſed himſelfe to ab- 

ſtaine from drinking as, being farre gone 
in a droplie, naturanm (ſaith Plinie:) fecit 


conf. uetudine, did at laſt turne cuſtome into 


nature, © in ſenetham potu abſtinuit, and 


ſo 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 


ſolived to be an old man without drinke. 


And Plinie ſaith , ſcimus, as of a thing 
commonly knowne and not doubted of 
by any. And Seneca as peremptorilyzthat 
aſiidua meditations ( that is, by cuſtome ) 
quidam omni humore interdixere corpori- 
bus. And Lipfu there averreth, that even 
in our age, there have beene examples of 


{uch abſolute forbearance, from all man- 


ner of drinke. 'Then for the ſenſes ; what 


ſhall wee ſay to Appianus, who tels us of 
one Geta, a Citizen of Rome, whoin the 


time of the Civill warres, being one of 
them that was marked and ſought after 
to death, to the end that hee might the 
better diſguiſe himſelfe, among other 


_ things counterfeited himſelfe to be blind 
of oneeye, and wore I know not what 


over his concealed eye ſome yeares. And 
then his danger being over, when hee 


thought to have reſtored his long captive 


eyeto his former libertie, hee found the 
eye there indeed, but the fight was gone ; 
and ſo continued blind of that eye:to 
his dying day. And Appianw laith di- 

rectly 
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1 Cuſtoms 


realy that it was C7 m5 >£9445, for 
want of uſe of his eye (that is, becauſe he 
did uſe himſelfe not to ſee with it) thar 
he loſt it. | 

But to leave particular inftances , how 
much the ancients did attribute to the 
power of cuſtome upon the ſenſes, may 
appeare by that opinion which wee find 
in many of them, of the Mulicke of the 
Spheres, cauſed as they conceived, by 
their cixcumvolution ; audible as they 
affirmed, but not heard, or rather not di{- 
cerned, becauſe wee heard it alwayes. 
What good grounds they had for this 0- 


pinion, 1s not to my purpoſe to enquire 


! at this time. I dare not ſay that Saint Am- 


broſe was of that opinion ; but chat he did 
not thinke there was any 1mpietie1n itz 
may appeare by his Preface upon the 
Pſalmes. But Saint Anſelme plainely,Sep- 


tem celeſtes orbes cum dulciſona Harmonia 
volvuntur, ac ſuaviſgimi concentus eorum 
 circuitione efficiuntur, &c. de Imagin. mun- 
Z di. Butthar which from that opinion is 


here pertinent to my diſcourſe, is, that 
H Is 


HE 
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they that maintained it, were alſo, moſt 


ofthem, of opinion, that the neaforr why 
wee did not heare it, was: meerely Se x 
ow%ay, becaule our eares Were as 
unto it, as you ſhall find expreſly in He- 

racl Zu Ponticw , in his Homericall Alle- 
© triPotle. de Calo. ii. 9. and 0- 
thers. Tullie allo aimed at the ſame rea- 


ſon, in his Somn. Scipion. when he faith, 


Hoc ſonitu opplet« aures obſurduerunt : 
though his next words adlcride it rather 
ro magnitudini ſonitus, then conſuetudini . 


which would import a totall deſtruction 


of the ſenſe ; and not a deficiencie of it 
to oNe particular object onely. This in- 


deed is another conſideration, but appa- 


rantly falſe. ſince that upon that ground, 
all in would be quite taken away ; 


as Pliniean his Hiſtory, Seneca in his Na- 


tarall Queſtions exprelly attiirme of thoſe 


inhabitants about Niu, that hee ſpeakes 


of there . to wit that they are quite deafe. 


I know there are others yet, that have 


maintained this celeſtiall Harmonie up- 
an other. grounds. | Philo. Indus ſaich di- 
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4 Treatiſe f _ an Cxonde. 
rectly that it is not audible (to us men, 


hack is :) that it doth not. reach unto the 


cares ; and the reaſon why God would 
not- have it audible hee ſaith, is, leſt men 


raviſhed with the ſwectneſle of its ſhould 


give overall careand thought of world- 


ly affaires. Yet for the Wes as I have al- 


ready ſaid, that they grounded, ifnottheir 


_ opinions, yet their an{wers to uſuall ob- 


jections againſt it, upon the power of cu- 


ſtome, let Saint Baſs I cell them that ſhall 


make any queſtion of 1 it, Whoſe words 
are theſe : 4 en4Su 7 A fans TaG1V 
ot CU TR AED OVTES LT TWIT, a1 « Lay; 61 Ss 


9 dE > Ys count dv (Fe 95 T Aalo@ov, CA ThS 
Ptoos rave Gums aun), On, mWNNG The He. 
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6 ray o1 04 Tols RAKE TUES To wm xalga- 


xcoveu,o, Rc. But when they that main- 
taine thu opinion are required to make it 
200d byſome ſenfible evidence, what ſay they ? 
Why ,thu they (ay ; that our eares being uſed 
rnb noiſe from. our firſt entrance into the 
world, through this loug uſe and cuſtome 
TROM the beginning they have loſt the ſenſe of 

| 2 tt. 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. © 
it. As they who live in Smiths forges, whoſe 
eares are perpetually, Tc. Which is quite 


_ contrary tothat of Sennertw, that conſuc- 


zudo in ſenſus afFiones nullam poteſtatem ha. 
bet. And now ſince that upon this ſub- 


je of Cyſtome , I have had occaſion to 


ſay ſo much concerning the ſuppoſed Ca- 
leſtiall Harmonie of the Sphzres, I ſhall 


willingly impart unto others whatT have 


met with about it in the written Adver- 


ſaria(for in any printed Book I have not 
_ asyet, that Iremember :) ofa man. well 


knowne unto the world by his writings; 


_ though atthis time, for ſome reaſons, 1 


{hall deſire to ſpare his Name. 


Harmonia ccoleſtis «axv7 viridis 
ſupra fidem ſ{enectus ultra 
annum centeſsimum, 


Obtulit mihi more gentis ſus & Germa- 


u0rum, libri ſuum amicorits Teremias Plan- 
cit Plancii F. qui nunc Amſterdami mini- 


ſtrum agit verbidivini : ſed editione charta- 
rum Geographicarum. nomen ſuum fecit ce- 
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lebre. In eo libro inveni hac verba manu Ro- 
bertl Conſtantini 0644 


OY. "OP & coffe 


**Robertus Conftincidih Baro Gyma- 
**tius, & in Academia Montalbanenſ1 
< Profeſſor Gracarum literarum, Idem- 
* que experientia _quotidiana 24+ anno- 
'rum, aſſertor 75 gYeaviv apporas VOca- 
li audibiliſque contra Ariſtotelem na- 
*«turalis Philoſophiz facile principem 
© omnium , hec «eo495ws occupatill. 
© exaravi in gratiam hoſpitis mei, & Au- 
<« (itoris D. Ieremiz Plancii, vari raja pi- 
*etate, tum docrina ſpectabilis. Mon- 
«talbani anno Domini 1605. Ztatis no- 
*ſtrx (ſummo Dei beneficio hucuſque 
*tam animo quam corpore ad miracu- 
< Jum integrz :) centefsimo» ut Cep9-r, 
«tum amici, tum invidi dinumerare Hint 


© conſueti. GEX autem nondum eſt vie- 


«us; qui virilia munera Zaprorne; obi- 
*re poflir, & viriliter exercere. 


P-& Erat. 
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_ Erat manu ili & elegans & firma, ac 
plane ejuſmodi qualem veriſimile eſt fuiſ= | 
ſe in ifſo etatis flore. deſcripfimuw vero heic, 
WG quod invenimu in alio libro (mil de 
cauſa nobi allaro. 
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<Robertus Conſtantinus Baro Gyma- 

cc *<rius & Profeſſor Grecarum literarum |þ 
\in Academia Montalbanenſ*i, Idemque 7 
« affercor audibilis ccleſtiſque harmo= 
© nix expcrientia quotidiana pryguam 
**yiginti annorum. 
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OHxc raptim eXAraviin oratiam ami- 
« cif; virl atque .eruditifl. D. Iohannis 

© Davint. Montalbani 24. Febr. Anno 
**1605. Robore & anti): 


Hic eſt Rob. Conſtantiuue, qui oli apud 

 Tulium Ceſarem [ Sealigerum 1] Vixit, & 

_ poſtea Lexicon þublicavit. Ceterim de hac 
_” longe- | 
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att 


long evitate tiþfus, haud ſatu” fidem illi ha- 
beo_ namVideo ipſum non plane affirmare. 
Ouare more ſenum indulget fibi, & anno- 


rum [uorum numer um, nifi failor, aliquot ſu-_ 


pra fidem adauget. 


_ So farre thoſe written Adverſaria. Of 
this (,onſtantinus you may read in Thuanus 
form. v. Of his great age and good worth 
as a ſchollar, and that hee was ( ſummus 
Bex4 amicw :) one of Bezas chiefeſt and 


deareſt acquaintance. But of this preten- 


ded ſenfible knowledge of the Ceoeleſtiall 
Harmonie, not one word there ; which 
hath made me-the more willingto inſert 
here, and make publique,, what Thad 
elſe-where in-my private poſlſeſsion a- 
bout it. On, 

And fo much ſhall ſuffice ar'this time 
concerning the power of cuſtome in 
things nacurall; hiſtorically. Now, Phi- 
loſophically, and ſpeculatively, wee thus 
proccede, 2, 


Firſt 
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Firſt that it is not without danger, nor 
according to exact Truth, to ſay that Na- 
ture is alterable. For what is Nature pro- 


perly, but the Order of God ? If that bee 


mutable and violable,; then is no more 


this World 4 05s; or orderly peece, but 
a maſle of confuſion, and thar is it, that 


the Atheiſts, and the oppolers of a Provi-. 
dence would have. Neither can there be 


any truth 4 Wk in thoſe things, the na- 
ture whereof is altogether uncertaine , 
therefore uncertain, becauſe unconſtant. 
And where there is no Truth, there can 
bee no knowledge. As to the World 
therefore, confuſion ; ſo to the under- 
Manding, ignorance, from this uncertain- 


tie and inconſtancie muſt neceſlarily en- 


ſue. As for Miracles, though above na- 
ture, yet are they not properly againſt na- 
ture, fince they are his preper worke, 
who 1s the Author of nature, and there- 


fore originally, and ſutably to his Na- 


ture, did reſerve unto himſelfe a power 


ro diſpenſewith his owne lawes when- 


{oever 
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ſoeyer = chought fit. All Gods walks: 
of themſelves , .and in regard of God , 
_ areequally natural, HOME not in re- 
gard of us. | 
Wee ſay therefore that als} is not 
alwayes to beconl1 dered as oppolit unto 
Nature, fince it js the nature ” {ubluna- 
riethings, to bee altered by cuſtome. And 
when cuſtome hath once through continu- 
ance naturalized her ſelfe into any of 
chem, then cuſcome ( to ſpeake properly :) 
is no more c#ſtome, but Nature ; accor- 
| 8 to that of old Evenu in Ariſt. mau- 
| 2epiko Me Tiuu TEA mod }p @vay 7, that long 


1 uſe and exerciſe, becomes at laf nature. 


Naturethen we ſay, by the ordinanceand 
appointment of its firſt Author , 1s two- 


| fold, originall, and ſecundarie or adventi- 


Hious, "and fo Gallen plainely, em, bFix- 
"nr Pyows, cuſtome ts a kind of adventitions, 
| or, adſcititious nature. Neither is cuſtome, 

when | itis once become naturall, though 
adventitious, leſle naturall in regard bf : 
the. coramon Nature of the Vniverſle, 

from which at firſt it received the power 
I and 


"ol 


ome. 


=. 6: A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſt 
: . and proprierie, to turne, in time into na- 
cure ; then that originall nature : though 
in regard of the particular ſubject, that it 
hath wrought upon, it bee but adventi- 
tious. When therefore it is commonly 
ſaid, that ſuch or ſuch a thing hath loſs its 
nature , it muſt bee underſtood of that 
particular nature and proprietie which it 
had at the firſt, not abſolutely, as though 
it had departed from the law of Nature in 
generall ; ſince that Nature it ſelfe hath 
made it ſo alterable. As of death wee lay 
vulgarly, chat it is againſt nature ; though 
it bee as properly, and truely the worke 
of Nature, as birth or generation is ; and 
as naturall to the nature of the Vniverle. 
And ſo is that true of Ariſtotle (which 
wee have ſpoken before :) that Quas 0% 
cmxege ), Nature cannot bee driven aways 


TUre. 


\ 
| 


Wh 


being underſtood of Vniverſall Na- | 
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4 Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 63 
ture, His opinion 1s, that any mans na- 
ture may bee known, or atleſt, probab- 
| Hy gueſtar, by thoſe things that he is uſed 
 unto.And therefore prefers thoſe Phychii- 
| ansthatallow untotheir patients what- 
 ſoeverthey have been uſed to, though c6- 
trary to art; before them who keepe them 
ſtrictly to the generall preſcripts without 
 reſpe& to their proper conſtitution : i 
| 7a 1 THErCom, ſaith hee, onus, yes 
[; oixeloy jeg uw TY Th Þvods Sep © BAamouiuous 
mats 0 TH CO ond! <LOIrak. That 


is, Moſt men that uſe themſelves to any 
thing, whatſoever it bee, they muſt be concet- 

ved to pitch upon ſuch things, as are moſt ſu- 

table to their owne Nature , for that finding 
hurt by thoſe things that are contrary unto 
it, they areforced to forbeare them ſpeedily. 
” | Yea plainely , that none can #ulw mis 
5.42; eo, long continue in an evill cy- 
ſtome contrary to their proper conſtituti- 
ons, Who arenot extremely madde and 
ſenſeleſſe. By this, cuſtome and Nature 
ſhould bee all one : or at leaſt cuyſtome for 


the molt part, nothing elſe but the fruits 
I 2 and 
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and effe&s of originall Nature. For my 
part I ſhould eaſily grant that any mans 
- preſent conſtitution ( which you may 
call his Nature, forthe time, though im- 


properly : ) may not unlikely bee judged 


of, by thoſe things that are cuſtomarie un- 
to him. But that a mans originall tem- 
per and conſtitution ( which 1s it thar 


Gallen there ſpeakes of: ) may ſo bee. 
knowne,except we ſhall extend madneſſe, 


and ſenſleſneſſe very far, common experi- 
ence will diſproove. For what genera]- 
ly more naturall unto all men, then tem- 


perance and ſobrictie? And what more 
generally praftiſed in the World, among 


all ſorts of men, then exceſle, and ryor, 
and intemperance, in ſome one kind or 
other, if notinall 2 But by the way, If 
in the judgement of Gallen a heathen,all 
ſuchareto be reputed as mad men, becauſe 


they reſpe&t their health and corporall _ 


welfare no more, what would hee have 
{aid of them, had hee beene a Chriſtian, 
for their wilfull caſting away of their 


ſoules ({o much more precious then the. 


body, 


[ns 


Ds 


- _ 
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| body, by how much Heaven doth excell 


the carth : ) by the ſaid courſes ? Certain- 
ly madneſſe is a far more generall evill, 
then moſt men thinke. Burt this, by the 
way onely. When Phyloſophers diſpute 
(as many doe :) whether Nature or edu- 


cation, that is, cuſtome, be more power- 


full to frame and faſhion a mans life, it 
would be bur an abſurd queſtion, ſcarce 
fit to be propoſed by any ſober man, 
much more unfit to bee ſo ſeriouſly dif. 
puted of by learned Philoſophers, if na- 
ture and cyſtome in this ſenſe come all to 
one. ButTIſhall here appeale from Gallen 


unto Galle himſelfe, whoſe words in his 


s} © 


LNG 5 Tx £m. ww S ZUTEAI), 8&c. Tn the 
dayes of Hippocrates indeed » that which ts 
according to nature, and that which u accor- 
ding to cuſkome, was all one. But now it 11 
quite otherwiſe, &c, And preſently againe, 
WWEeroT2 gl yD CY. Tis WW 20p01s 627 © £905 Þ 
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ves, 8c. Intheſe dayes,cuſtome ts of more 
power then nature, Gc. | 
| Tullie alſo his conceit in his Tuſculans 
is not to be omitted ; who having ſpoken 
of ſome that had hardned themſelves to 
indure great extremities of heate, and of 
cold, as alſo bodily paines in other kinds, Þ 
intolerable unto others ; all this with ei- *. 
ther no ſenſe, or art leaſt, moſt wonder-_ 
full patience; whereas other men adſcribe 
all this unto cy/tome, hee would have it to 
bee Nature, even common Nature. For 
ſaith hey Nunquam naturam mos vinceret . 
eſt enim eaſemper invitta : It t not a thing 
poſcible that cuſtome {hould prevaile againſ® 
Nature ;for nature it wnconquerable, How 
then, ſay wee, comes it to paſſe that other 
men cannot endure the ſaid extremities, 
_ if not againſt nature? Becauſe, ſaith hee, 


EO. Fs ny 
&- BY, : 


pert td 


we have through c/tome uſed our bodies | 
rotendernefſle, and ſo made that intolera- _ 
ble uncothem, which by nature is very | 
tolerable, His words are, Sed nos umbris, © 
aelicits otio, languore, defidia animum infe- 
cimus , opintonibut malog, more delinitum, 
molli- 


.* 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe 
mollivimus, fc. We with our ſhades and 0- 
ther wanton inventions and uſes ; with our 


tdleneſſe, looſeneſſe,long continued laxineſſe, 


have corrupted our minds, and through the 


power of falſe opinions and bad-cuſtomes have 
ſoftned and effeminated our ſelves into this 


tenderneſſe: Tc. There is certainely , 
though it ſeemes not perchance ſo plauſt- 


ble at firſt, muchtruth in this opinion. I 
appeale unto them, (and they are not a 


few :) that have maintained, that Nature 
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hath ſufficiently fenced man (as well as 2; 


other creatures : ) againſt all exceſle of 
cither heate or cold , and that clothes 
ſeeme now neceſlary, cuſtome to bee the. 
cauſe, not nature. Syneſius a learned Phy- 


loſopher, at firſt; and afterwards a wor- 


thy father of the Church, alſo; in his de 


Calvitio, or , \commendation of baldneſſe , 


ſeemes to be of opinion(ſeriouſly,though 


his ſubject may ſeeme but jocular :) thar 
if men did weare neither hats nor hayres 
upon their heads, their ſculs uſed tothe 
Sunne and to the weather, would in time 


grow to that hardneſle, as to become al- 


moſt 
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moſt impenetrable. 'To this purpoſe hee 
firſt brings a teſtimonie of Herogotw, of 


the difference of Zgyptian and Perſick 


ſculs, obſerved by Herodotm himſelte by 


the direction of the natives of the Coun- 
trey ; the one being: ſo hard, 5s ws 4 
Aid Treo A/c6bncdas, that a ſtone throwne 
agaiaſt them-would hardly crack them, the 


other ſo brittle , that the leaſt knocke 


would breake them , this difference be- 


ing conceived both by the inhabitants ' 
themſelves, and by Herodotus, to proceed 


from this cauſe, becauſe the one were 
Wont to goe bare headed, and ſhayen 
from their youths ; and the others og; - 
Georres & >ex15 (to ule his owne elegant 


expreſſion :) 72g maggsre Popeores, ſhel- 


tered from the Sunne, with hats and o- 
ther head-attire. This hee further con- 
firmes by an example of his times, there 


being then (as Synefius relates it :) in the 
towne,a certaine poore bald pate (not by 
' nature, butart !) who did uſe to goe up 


and downe the ſtreets, and toſhew him- 
ſelfe at all ordinary great concurſes of 


people, 


oY 0c > 
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people, as at the ordinary races of the ({ir- 
cw, and the like, ſothatno man was bet- 
ter knowne in the whole towne. This 


| man with his bare head, would butte 
wich a ram (were hee neyer ſo ſtout: ) 
and put him to the worſt, ſuffer tyles to 
| bethrowne at his head, and make them 
flye in pieces : as alſo endure ſcalding 
pitch to bee powred upon his head. This, 
| and the like, to ſhew (to the great aſto- 
| niſhment of the beholders :) the ftout- 
| nefſe and unſenſiblenefſe of his head- 
| piece. Butit might be fo naturally, you ' 
| may thinke perchance. No, it was by c#- 
 /fome,or rather if you will (which is that 
| Tullie would have :) naturally, but no o- 
| therwife naturally in him, then in other 
| men.that would uſe the meanes. For S9- 
nf ſaith expreſlely, that himſelfe could 
| for a need have wrought his own head to 
this, incaſe hee had no other meanes to 
{ubſiſt by; buttherfore gives God thanks, 
{that hee needed irnot. I ſay therefore, to 
[returne unto Ty/ly, that: there is a great 
Þdeale of truth inthat opinion of his. Yer 
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to ſtretch nature ſo farre, as he doth there, 
evento them, qui cum ad flamman fe ap- 
plicuerint, fine gemitu aduruntur , who can 
ſuffer their bodies to be burnt by degrees, and 
yet not { ecthe 10 feele it, (of whom Lucia- Þ 
- n in his Peregrinus ſpeakes, as more || 
—_ particularly, ſo more incredibly . and yet, | 
=_ I thinke, truely enough : ) and the like, I 
cannotholdthatto be according to truth. : 
Neither I thinke would Tullie (as excel- ; 
lenta Philoſopher every whit, as he was | 
an excellent Orator : ) have affirmed. Te, 
but upon ſuch an occaſion, having caken | 
upon him in that place, the defence: of 1 
 thatunnaturall paradoxe of the Stoicks, | 
That no extremity of bodily' paine and tor- | 
ments, could hinder or leſſen a wiſe mans || 
happineſſe i in thir world ; glad therefore of i 
any thing, that had but ſome colour of | 
truth | though not ſo ſolid otherwiſe. | 
And thus much by the way of Gallen and 
Tullie their opinions concerning the 
power of cuſtome. 2», | 
Secondly, that Nature in a general] : 
ſenſe is not Xt mutable, that is, cannot gr coal Y | 
Itate 
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bitate or go beyondthe. bounds thagavere 
at firſt ſer unto ir by its author, may ap- 
peare, firſt by thoſe lawes and ordess;that 
God hath ſet inviolably to ſome ſubluna- 
ric things. as to the Sea,ſo that it ſhall nor 
overflow the Earth, ob 38.8, &c., and to 
the World in generall concerning the ſea- 
ſons of the yeare, thar they ſhall never 
faile, Gen. 8. 22. but eſpecially, by thole 
that it hath ſet to thole purer bodies a- 
bove, which as they are not by nature 
changeable , ſo doe moſt firmely and 
conſtantly continue in their firſt office 
and forme. For as for ſuch alterations, 
thateven in them ſome Aſtronomers tell 
us of, till they bee better knowne and a- 
oreed upon, we ſhall not need to take any 
notice of them , neither indeed are they 
ſuch alterations, as would crofle, but ra- 


ther confirme, what we ſhall here ſay. 


Sol & Lunaſuo luſtrantes lumine circum 

Perdocnere homines anuoriu tempora 
EE 

Et certaratioue geriremsath ordine certo: 


faith old Lacretiw. Even they who by 
| K 2 reaſon 
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reaſon of the frailtie and mutabilitie of 


| ſublunarie things called this world” in 
ſcorne, xuxcave, and Quppoy, a meere botch 
pot, 2 maſſe of confufion, and the like yet 
when they looked up, and obſerved there 
ſuch glory , ſuch order , ſuch conſtancie, 


fuchimwutabilitie ; they were driven to 


 acknowledgca rationall power and pro- 


O 


 vidence over the Whole. - And even this. 


xvxewv, this Pups, this mingle mangle; or 
what ever they will, of ſubJunariethings; 


| had they well viewed it with more rati- 


onall eyes, then they did, as Plinie well 
in a place ſpeaking of the gnat (If my me- 
mory faile me not,) nuſquam natura mag 
zota, quam in minimw ; thatthe power of 
Nature was greateſt in her leſt workes, 


ſo would they with admiration have ſaid 


of it, that nuſquam potentior natura, quam 
in maxime fragilibwm. orit you will have 
It in the words of Saint Pau! (that ye may 
know God to be the ſame God in things 
naturall, as hee is in things ſpirituall as 
in truth, there is but one truth. both of 
things ſpirituall and naturall : ) that 5 
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Says: Ty! Oc) oy dedwile. TRArmy, that it 
is: the heighth and perfe&ion of the di- 


vine power to ſhew it ſelfemoſt power- 


tull in thoſethings that are moſt weake. 
Thirdly, itis further to be conſidered, 
that where cuſtome makes an alteration, 
and becomes va; tFixlyms, aſcititions na- 
rure ; yet doth it ſeldome ſo overcome 
nature originall, but that it hath ſome 
force and ſecrer operation in and upon 
the ſubje&; the lefle viſible, the more 
powerfull, yea the more dangerous, as it 
prooves oftentimes. So through cuffome 
a man may bring himſelfe to an habite of 
intemperance , that it ſhall not bee in his 
power, nor ſafe for his body , perchance 
| toreturne unto ſobrietie: Yet neither is 
itat firſt without danger (iris death unto 
many to attempt it :) and- (if Gallen may 
be credited :) it is a great.chance, if at the 
laſt (though the inconvenience of it bee 
not preſently. perceived: ) it doe not 
proove ſome way or other pernicious. 
What, if ſome intemperate men attaine to 
60. or 80 2 They. may thank the ſtrength 
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could no ſooner overthrow, and had 
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they beene ſober men, it is more; then 
likely, their life how long ſoever, might 
have beene longer by 20. yeares at leſt. 
So, a man through continuall labour and 
induſtrie may doe much in the purſuite 
of ſome art orſcience ; yetit hee have not 
a geniws to it, anaturall aptitude and diſ- 
poſition, he ſhall never attaine (be his la- 
bour never ſo great :) to any great per- 
fetion : whereas lelle labour in a way 
more ſutable to his nature, might have 
made him excellent. Hence is that Prae- 
cept of the Poet, 
Tu nihil invita, dices facieſq, Minerva, 
that we doe nothing invita Minerva, that 
is, as Twlliedoth interpret it in his firſt ge 
Offic. adverſante Q& repugnante natura. 1 
omit many pregnantpaſlages to this pur- 
pole of the two great Naturaliſts, Hipo- 
crates and Gallen , which you may read, 
either inchemlſelves , or, if that will ſerve 
your turne, in Huart, his Examen des In- 


genios. They are all for originall nazure, 


and 
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and without. it they thinke all labour is 
1 loſt. So faith Seneca too : Inclinandum 
 qud te Vu ingenii do fert. Male enim reſpon- 
' dent coatta ingenia, relutante natura irri- 
tus labor eft. I muſt conteſle, Iamanotal- 
] together of their opinion ; neither was 
*Plutarch I am ſure ; and examples there 
be (if wee were now to argue the caſe ) 
g00d ſtore tothe contrary. Nevertheleſle, 
their admonitions,I acknowledpe, are to 
good purpoſe, that Parents and Maſters 
{ſhould carefully obſerve the naturall in- 
clination of youths, before they defigne 
them to any particular profeſsion. This 
tar the moſt part is the ſafeſt way. That's 
enough,though ve ſay no more. 
Fourthly'; beſides, in many things, 
when a man hath done all that art can, 
and induftrie ; yer cannot he bee ſecure, 
but that nature Originall may returne 
and fhew her felfe upon the ſuddaine ; 
and that to his coſt, as it may proove. As 
for example, wee read of divers, thathave 
taken: great paines to tame wild beaſts, 
that they might uſe them as familiarly, as 
ve: 
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wee doe commonly thoſe ,, which are” 


rame by nature. And we red withall of 
divers who have found by wofull ex- 
perience , that forced nature is of thoſe 
things, which by a wiſe man may not be 


truſted. Witneſle hee of whom Martial} 


ſpeakes 11. 75. 


Verberaſecuriſc olitu Leo ferre magiftri, 


Trſeriamg, pati blandus in ora manum : 

Delidicit pacemyſubito feritate reverſa, 

Quanta nec in Lybict debuit eſſe j Junge * 
and, de ſpeftac.x. 

Le, erat ingrato Leo | perfidus 0 Ore mas 

giſtrum, 

Auſus tam notas contemerare manus, Wc. 
The Poet therefore had ſome reaſon , 
(though it hold not in all things equal- 
ly :) when he ſaid) Tt 
Naturam expellasfurca licet "+ 4 

 vYecurrels __ 

Bt mala perrumpet furtin faflidia 
VIckrix. 
- Fifthly, it hath beene okfacudd of "i 


free ſtones, that when they areuſed in a 


building if they bee laid in that proper 


poſture, 


| poſture, which they had naturally in 
| their quarries, they grow very hard and 
| durable againſt both time and weather , 
| ifthat be changed>that they conſume and 
| moulder away ina ſhorttime. Certaine- 
| ly, art may doe much, and c/tome much ; 
: bur to: follow nature (where nattire her- 
{elfe hath not degenerated : ) is alwaies 
both the ſurer, and moſt commendable. 
| And (ol ſhall conclude this part of the 
| power of cuſtome in things naturall, with 
| the words ofa Heathen, but ſuch as may | 
become a Chriſtian, @ qd, MX 0s more, 
&y pl ndgne; Efr'of nin raw jo Rewapmold, 
0 9vl- WV appiares, Gootv wol eWeg), Get le 
W7 © ovl $Ut21eo). O nature, from thee are 
1 al things,in thee all things [1 bh, and to thee 
| all tend. That ever it be that fits thee well, 
| fits me likewiſe, as being part of” thee. No- 
1 I thing that thy ſeaſons beares ts to me, ( 48 et- 
ther too forward, or too backeward,) wnſea- 
| nds SY C. 
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 x=He ancient Greeke Philoſophers 
KN faid, 0 2090s 2voiwms, Thu world tt 
. . but achange, and the Apoſtle ſpea- 
king of the World, very elegantly and em- 
pharically cals it, 5 41s Ty x2ouy, rather 
then 50s, intimating thereby, that this 
| World, to ſpeakeof it truely and proper- | 
ly, is rather a matter of faſhion, then of - 
ſubſtance. Ems 9 cata ( aith Theophy- 
ta# upon the place, lately moſt elegantly 
printed in Londoy, as the happy firlt fruits 
of a greater harveſt of Grecke Manu» 
ſcripts to bee ſet out here in England, to 
the great honour of this Realme, and the 
noleflecontentment of all true lovers of | 
learning 2 eaPayvoy ol d3.£46 N/AGWS am | 
TY aorrs XOOJUY, x, 677ITDARQKE , WnSty eCnx5; | 
x9) Yagfts E OUT. Hee cals it onus, or fa- | > 
 [bion, toteach ws, that all the things of thu 
preſent world, are but objects of the eye one- 
ly, and ſerve but for a ſhew, as things meere- | 
t) | 
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ly ſuper ficiall, without any either ſtabiliie, 
or ſubſtance in themſelves. Ir is ſo, if wee 
conſider thoſe things, which, both in re- 
we of their forme and matter,arc meere-= 


y naturall, and it is ſo if wee conſider 


thoſe, which havetheirexiſtencein , and 


from the will of man, The body of man 


1s not ſo mutable, as his will is : nor the 
perſons and outward features of men, fo 
different one from another, as their 
minds. Nova vita, nevos mores poſtulat, 
{aith the Comick. Wee have more reaſon 
to ſay, Noyw dies, novos mores. And yet 
that is more then wee can truely ſay of 
many , whoin one day ſhift themlelves 
often., and are not the men that they 
were; neither in regard of their mind, 
nor happily of their faſhions. Hyd 7: 
s ow/%Ta poor (faith excellently Saint Na- 
Iianzene to this purpoſe. Orat. de Spir. 
Santo.) 3x % Wir, %, ANA X Huy 
DOA SA tm was Hep of ads xaFrxpas 
1dworres, uy Gn 7 a mhpre ior, Nd % 0wuUd- 
ol x94 Wuyays a £1 PEaVTES TE 7 Uerarrar ores. We 


are not mixt creatures onely, but alſo con- 
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trarie , both to others and to our owne ſelves: 

got continuing zruely and intirely the (ſame, 
/20t ſo much as one day, much, leſſe our whole 
Irves : but both in regard of our bodies and 
inregard of our ſoules (or minds : ) þerpetu- 


ally flowing and perpetually changing. 


From this mutabilitie and inconſtan- 
cie of mans will, vvee may firſt deduce 
Varietie of faſhions and cuſtomes. But ſe- 
condly , differences of places and times 
cauſe  llriace of faſhions and cyſfomes ; 
and this of necelsitie. For it is not. polsi- 
ble for many reaſons, that men that live 
under different cl y mates, ſhould all live: 
after one Sion: nor. chat the inhabi- 
rants of one place (the ſtate of thingsal- 
rering often as it doth : ) ſhould alwaies 
live after one fort. Hence are in different 
places and Kingdomes, at all times ; and: 


1n the ſame places and Kingdomes, by 


certaine reyo]utions of times, mbrimnes, 
longer, ſometimes ſhorter , Aiorent fa- 
ſhions, different cuſtomes, diffircar lawes. 


Old fables tell us of one Epimenides, who- 


after a continuall ſleepe of fiftie yeares a- 


waked-: 
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waked with amazement, finding a nevv 
world, every where (as of men, ſo of fa- 
{hions :) ſince hee had ſeene it laſt. Let 
this long ſleepe goe, as well it may, fora 
fabulous thing : the effects of it, I am ſure; 
(his amazement, I meane) might have 
| beene credible-enough | though the {leepe 
had. beene ſhorter by many yeares. In 
{ome Countries(for all Countries are not 
equally light and phantaſticke, and they 
are. happy Countries,thar are leſt :) if men 
{ſhould but put on thole clothes that they 
left of but foure or five yeares agoe, and 
uſe thoſe faſhions that then were in uſe, 
they would ſeeme , even unto them- 
ſelves, ridiculous ;and unto many, little 
[eſſe then monſtrous. | | 
The conſideration of this varietie af- 
fords. as unto the Naturaliſts, matter _of 
ſpeculation, how even herein nature de- 
lights in Varzetze ; ſo unto the Divine, 
matter of indignation, toſce the vanitie- 
of mortall men, who for the molt part 
ſpend themſelves wholly, their wits and. 
their lives, upon things ſo tranſicorie , 
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and ſpend little or no time at all, upon 


the onely © 5:, (as both Philoſophers and 
the Scriptures are wont to ſpeake:) God, 
that is, and his ſervice, and the Know- 
ledge of his Truth, which are the onely 
things that are permanent, and have rea- 
litie ofexiſtence in this World;and there- 
fore commended unto us by Chriſt,as the 


S w ofall our many cares and buſtneſ-_ 


fesin this World ; the one only thing that 
is profitable & neceſſary. Burt to forbeare 
that which I find already done by divers 
Divines, Naturaliſts, and others fully and 
ſufficiently: I ſhall here onely obſerve the 
power and providence of Almightic God, 
who as hee can out of darkenefle bring_ 
forth light, ſo canturne theſe wretched 


effects (in themſelves :) of mans frailtie 


and corruption, to bethe meanes, in part, 
of his happineſle. I ſay therefore , that 
what in the Heavens , the Sunne and 
the Moone, divers Starres and Planets 
are, for the naturall diviſion of times, zo 
divide the day fromthe night, to be for bones 
and for ſeaſons , and for dayes, and for 


yeares, 
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on of times and ſeaſons, there would bee 
no living in this World : ſo varietie of 
faſhions and cuflomes, ſerve unto man for 
the Civill or politicke diſtin&ion of the 
ſeverall times and ages of the World, 


Without which there would belittle cer- 


taine knowledge, and little or no truth 


amongſt men. By varietie of cuſtomes, I 


here underſtand alſo varietie of langua- 
ges, and dialects, and words, (all which 
depend of cuſtome as much» if not more 
then any other thing of the World be- 
des ; as elſewhere ſhall be ſhewed ;) as 
conducing tothe knowledge ofthe Truth 
in this World, no lefle then vartetie of 
manners. Naw to make this good that 
I have ſaid, I muſt firſt of all ſuppoſe, 
which I thinke no man will deny, that 
by bookes eſpecially wee come to the 
knowledge of Truth. Of truth in ge- 


| nerall , by bookes eſpecially ; in ſome 


peculiar objects. of 'Truth , as in mar- 
ters. of Hiſtoric wee have them one- 


ly to truſt ro. And in matter of bookes, 
the 
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yeares, Gen. 1. 14. without which divat- *H 


A Treatiſ 2 of Vſe and Cuſlome. 
the-Authors of the bookes, and the times 


when the Authors lived, is mainely con- 


fiderable. For accordingly doe wee give 
credite (eſpecially in point of Hiſtorie 
and truth of religion : ) to the Bookes 
themſelves » more or leſle, for the moſt 
part. In many things, this alone, to know 
the Author of the booke, is enough to 


decide many controverſies. Burt whar if 


the Title deceive us, and ſome #:9wus 


_ of ſome idle braine of our age, repreſent 
_ itſelfe unto us upon che ſtage under the 


gray haires of authenticke antiquitie ? 


Have there not beene ſuch impoſtors at 


all times, who have attempted (would I 
could ſay, they have attempted it onely :) 
to abuſe the World with ſuppoſititious 
Titles and Names ? What profeſsion ſo 
{acred, or ſo vulgar, that hath not ſuffered 
in all ages, by this kind of men ? Divines, 
Lawyers, Philicians , Philoſophers, Hi- 
ftorians, haven all ages complained of 
them : and in thoſe ages, when by reaſon 


of the ignorance of the times, men have. 


n0t beenc-able to diſcover them, what er- 
rors 
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{ rors and abſurdities, both in matter of 
! . knowledge and practiſe , both in the 
Church and inthe Commonwealth, have 
_ enſued thereupon, to thoſe that arelear- 
ned, is not unknowne, I am ſure; and 1 
may not ſo far digreſle atthis time, to ſa- 
tisfie the ignorant.Of all noble Impoſtors 
in this kind , I will inſtance butin one. 
Anniuws Viterbienſis , a Monke by profeſ- 
{10n, who lived ſometrwo hundred yeares 
agoe, having attained to-more then or- 
dinary knowledge both of the tongues 
and Hiſtories, applyed himlſelfe by his 
| knowledge and proficiencie,not to helpe, 
bur to cheat the World. To that end hee 
| counterfeited divers ancient Hiſtorians | 
| of beſt note and greateſt antiquitie, as 
: *Beroſut, Manetho, Catonn Ortpines, and 
| the like, which had not beene heard of 
1n many ages , and wrote Comments up- 
pon them, himſelfe being both Text and 
| Comment, that the World might have 
| the leſſe occaſion to. ſuſpect his fraud: 
|| and paſſed focurrent for along time, that 
| even to this. day (though fellowed-and 
| E- "MI diſcryed 
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= diſcryed by diyers learned men of all na- 
=_ tions and profeſsions : ) many can ſcarce 
: erſwade themſelves, that ſo many fine 
Titles and ſhewes, ſhould be but a piece 
of juggling. Now what ſhametull errors 
and miſtakes in point of Hiſtory both 
Ecclefiaſticall and Civill, they that have 
truſted unto him have beene led into by 
this jugglor, any man may Imagine, and 
many have written of it. 

Now the ordinary and ſureſt way ge- | 
nerally to find out a counterfeit Author 
in this kind, is by his ſtyle, and by an. } 
accurate examination of thole particular 
taſhions, and c»ſtomes that he doth either 
obiter, (which can hardly bee avoyded in 
any booke of what ſubject {oever it be :) 
or purpoſely ſpeake of, how well they 
ht and ſute to the time and place that 1s 
pretended, Take away thele two xprmeun, 
of words and cuſtomes, and it will bee a 
hard taske for any man to diſcover and 
evict the ſ{uppoſititiouſnes of any wri- 
ting. Hence ir is, that in the Scriptures | 

| both ofche Old and New Teſtament, by | 
” . Gods | 
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Gods great providenceall things (for the 
molt part : ) bee ſo punctually fer dovwyne 
with all kind of circumſtances at large; 
which though illiterate men perchance 
paſſe over by reaſon of their ignorance, 
yet. men of learning, to whom the ſtate 
of the World from the beginning with 
the ſeverall periods; alterations, and revo- 
lutions of it (as farreas it can be knowne 
by ancient bookes and Records :) is not 
unknowne, receive marvcilous fatisfa&ti- 
on from them, both for the better con- 
firmation of their faith, and the greater 
contentment of their minds, For this 
cauſe men of judgement, that would 
oladly make uſe of their owne eyes to ſee 


| the way that leades unto truth, and not al- 


together to depend from the abilitie both 
and fidelitie of others, have taken ſo 


much paines about words, as alſo to bee 


well verſt in the rites and cuſtomes of all 
ages and places. Neither can it be denyed 
by men _.of underſtanding, but that this 
way of ſtudie hath beene, next under 

M 2 God, 
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God, the chiefeſt meanes of this: bleſſed 


mary Jweoia., Or new birth of learning, 
which begun not much above a hundred 
yearesagoe. And I mult confeſle, I have 
wondred with my ſelfe ſometimes, that 
this kind of learning being come.to that 
heighth-or perfe&ton as it is in our dayes, Þ 
no man hath yet laboured for the eaſe of | 
others, to reduce it to ſome certaine Me- | 
thod and rules of art, as it were, as by ſet- 
ting downe the. proper words and rites 
of every age and place, whereby they are 
diſcernable from another ; by the help 
whereof, even men of ordinary learning 
might give a good gueſle at the age ofe- | 
very Author that they have occaſion to | 
uſe, nor be altogether ſo lyable tothe im- | 
poſtures or fallaries, as they are. Which 


_ certainely is feaſable enough if not to. | 


perfection, yet toa good degree of pub- 
lickeutilitie. But on the other {1de, when 
[call ro mind, that Impoſtors would bec 
the firſt that would make uſe of this art, 
to make their forgeries the more paſſable 
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(as certainely they would :) then I thinke 
1t. very happy, that it is not, neither of it 
{clfe more eaſjetoattaine unto, nor made 
more common by the labous of others, 


then it Is. 
Whatl have ſaid of the knowledge of 


,old cuſtomes and the uſe thereof, in matter 
of bookes, is as true in matter afoliierts 


tings and tdonces of what kind ſoeyer. 


_ True it is, that nothing ſhould bee. more 


ſacred and inviolable amongſt men, then 


whole onely endand aſe4 15, to be witne(- 
{es unto the truths, .and to protect i it from 
her many enemies, as malice, favour; par- 
tialitie, and the like. Yet how rightly 
Seneca ſaid, Nibil eſſe tam ſacrum quod ſa- 
crilegum non 1uveniat » may appeare even 
in this particular. For it1s well knowne, 
that even.of old , many evidences have 
beene forged to buf e the World withall: 
and that ſometimes , not by one.ortwo 
ſecretly combining, | but even by. many 
unanimouſly conſpiring together,againſt 
the Truth. For example, I find that about 


Eo 7 
he 24 


publicke inſtruments, and des 
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ſome foure hundred yeares agoe, Gregorie 
the ninth being then Pope of Rome, and 
Saint Edmond, Archbiſhop of (/anterbu- 
rie, the Monkes of Canterburie were con- 
victed to have counterfeited, or adultera- 
ted a certaine Charter of Thomas of Bec- 
ket, by which they claimed certaine pri- 
viledges. For which abominable fat and 


_.other enormities , that worthy pious 


Prelate intended great and ſevere puniſh- 
ments upon the whole Convent. Bur 
they having made 07ho the Popes Legate 
and Edmunds great enemy, their friend, 
prevailed with the Pope , that the cauſe 
might bee referred to the ſaid Otbo: And 


in concluſion , but three of the whole 


Convent were found guiltic by Otho. 
And. upon this favourable information, 
and friendly mediation withall of the Le- 
gate, the Pope ſent a diſpenſation unto 
the Monaſterie, by which hee did acquit 
them both from preſent further trou- 
bles, and from future deſerved infamie 
for ſuch an infamous At. Even thoſe 


three that were found guilty , it was 


judged 


# 
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judged they had done it ix Spiritu fmpli- 
citats (lo runnes the Diſpenlation :) and 
; tor this their ſ1mplicitie, forſooth, they 
were, not exiled, but confined to certaine 
! places todoepenance. No wonder if 0- 

' thers have made bold in that kind ſince, 
if the imputation of /mplicitie was the 
worſt that would come of it. Simplicitas 
digna favore fuit, ſaith one of the old Po- 
ets. If wee looke backe unto better and 
purer ages, wee ſhall not find Iam ſure 
that Simplicitie, was ever objected unto. 
any as a crime ; but in Monckes eſpecial- 
ly, that once it was thought their chiefeſt 

_ commendation, I find in many Fathers. 
But ſince it is as it is, wee may thanke 

| God, that evidences and old writings as 
well as other things, have had their pro- 
per cuſtomes in almoſt all ages, by the 
knowledge and conſideration whereof 
the true for the moſt part, (if the Impoſtor 
hath not beene very cunning :) may bee. 
ealily knowne from the counterfeit. For 
not to ſpeake here either of the words 
themſelyes or forme of writing, or man- 
ner 
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ner of orthographie, as well conſidera- 
ble in theſe, as in bookes ; beſides theſe, 
thereare divers other things, that are ob- 
{ervable. "There haye beene times, when 
Seales have beene in uſe, and times when 
they were not: when ſuch and ſuch ſeales, 
and ſuch and ſuch dates, when ſuch and 


ſuch ſubſcriptions, and ſuperſcriptions ; 


ws 
IN 


and ſundry ſuch particulars, much diffe- 


ring one from another all of them, accor- 
ding to their ſeverall times and places. 
Thoſe therefore take a very good courſe, 
who when they have occalion to ſet out 
any ancient Records and evidences, keepe 


to their originals 1n all points, as neereas . 


may be, to give the better ſatisfaction un- 


to thelearned: which is the courſe l ſee 


(and am heartily glad to ſee it : ) that Sir 
Henrie Spilman Knight, that learned and 
painefull Antiquarie , does take in the 
publication of the ByglithSynods; which 
( for the good and honour of our Engliſh 
Church :) he is now about. For in very 
truth, a very ſmall alteration, is enough 
ſometimes to make a true Record 
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ſuſp eted. - As for example, That choſe 
Godll Arichmeticall figures (which Wee 
had from the Maures or Arabs, as they 
from the Indians :) have not beene 
knowne or in uſe amongſt us Chriſti- 
ans ſcarce yet foure hundred yeares, hath 
beeene obſerved by men perfectly well 
verſed inthe knowledge, both of ancient 
times and writings. They were much to 
blame therefore, who ſetting out ſome 
writings of above ſeven hundred yeares 
| antiquitie, and profeſsing to follow the 
| Ocriginalls very exactly and punctually 
| inall circumſtances of writing; made no 
(crupule in licu of thoſe Roman figures 
then in uſe, to put theſe ſmall ones lo late- 
| ly received; which certainely they found 
| notin thoſe Originals. 
| Inthe ſame Manulcript,where the Diſ- 
penſation that Thave ſpoken of concer- 
| ning the fallarie Monkes, is regiſtred ; 1 
remember to have read a | ſtrange Note, 
| (foirſeemeduntome:) concerning an- 
| cient Charters and evidences, when they 


firſt began to beeinuſe in this Countrey: 
N which 
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which Note becauſe it is of great conſe- 
quence (1n caſe it ſhould proove true :) 
for the better conviction of many ſuppo- 

*__ ſititious Charters, pretended to be of great 
antiquitie, I will here {et it downe as it 
1s there to be {eene. 
 Sandw FEthelbertus Rex A ic qui u- 
cepit. Chriſtianitatem a ©Beato Augnſtino 
miſo a Beato Gregorio Papa Anno Dom. 
DXCV I. Ecclefia Chriſti Cant. dedit 
eidem Auguſt. & ucceſſoribus palacium | 
Regium & ſedem perpetuamin Civitate Do- 
robervie,': Jus aunc' dicitur Cant. cum Ec- 
clefia veteri que ab Antiquo tempore Roma- 

- norum ibidem fucrat fabricata, quam ipſe- 

He: met Auguſtin Sancti Salvatorts nomine de- 

FI _ dicavit poſt conſecrationem ſuam Arelatent: 
fattam » Statuit & idem Rex authoritate 
Saucte Romane Ecclefie,ut in Ecclefia Can- 
tuar. ordinem Monaſticum Monachi in per- 

_ petunm obſervarent, ne primorum Videlicet 
predicatio Monachorum, a memoria. aclere-. 
tur, (ed ſemper recens in mentibur ſucceden- 
tium perſeveraret, Dedit etiam idem Rex 
Peemone! awplas preaitty fratribus infra 
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_ Civitatem Cant. © extra. & exinde difta 
Dorobernenfis Ecclefia, propter prrimatum , 
& quia inde primo Chriſtiana Religio ema- 
navit 47 Reguum Anglorum illuminavit, f- 
cut Rex ipſe tenuit ſuds terras If conſuetuds- 
nes liberas & quieta4'in ſuo dominio., ita 
Archiepiſcopu & Ecclefia pr enominata te- 
nuit terras ſuds & conſuetudines ſuas omnt- 
no liberas & quietas in ſuodominio, & in- 
concuſſe babuit aitta Eccleſia Cantuar. om- 
nimodas libertates & conſuetudines ſuas in 
poſſeſione pacifica fine imterruptione eujuſ- 
quam ex conſuetudine & antiquo more fine 
cartts vel monumentis Regits uſt, ad tempo- 
ra IWhytredi Regis (whodyed the 23. of 
Aprill, in the yeare of our Lord, 725. ha- 
ving reigned 34. yeares, and (ixe months, 
according to Bedas calculation :). Cujas 
munumenti tenor tals e(b. 

This commit to the further confide- 
| ration of the learned antiquaries of this 
| land, notwilling ina matter of fuch mo- 

ment, to interpole my judgement either 

way ; and certaine beſides, that much 


may bee aid, both for it and again{t it. 
N 2 One'y 
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Fo |  Onelythatthe matter (to them eſpecially 
Þ that know nothing but what is now 
= done :) may not appeare altogether in- 
credible, Iſhall putthe reader in mind of 
a paſlage of Ingulphw, who ſpeaking of 

the times of William the Conqueror hath 

this obſervation. Conferebantur etiam pri- 
md multa predia nudo verbo abſgj [cripto, 
vel charta, tantum cum Domini gladio, vel 
galea, vel cornuzvelcratera. © plurima te- 
 nementa cum calcatis cum ſtrigili, cumarcu, | 

CG nonnulla cum ſagitta. Sed hec initio Reg- 

ni ſui ; poſterioribus anns immutatus eſs 
iſte modus. | 

So much of the good that comes unto: 
the World, from this vartetis of faſhions 
and cuſtomes , the wretched effects , in 
themſelves, and the meanes withall, (in 
this age eſpecially : ) of mans vanitie and 
miſerie. We have touched upon it, rather 
then treated of it. For indeed to ſpeake 
of it fully, it would require a large Trea- 
tiſe by it ſelfe. But whatſoever the uſe of 
this kind of knowledge be,I thinke there 
is not (I ſpeake it forthe further incou- 
| N90 Ot Re AIRS 4 
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| ragement ofthem that will take paines in 
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this kind : ) any kind of knowledgethat 
can afford more content and pleaſure to 
an ingenuous mind. For ſince that the 


ſeverall ages of the World differ little one | 


from another , but by thoſe outward 
markes and recogniſances of different 
rites and cyſtomes : Hee that knowes cer- 


tainely (as it may be knowne by a practi- 
_ zed Schollar in this kind of learning : ) 


what hath beene the particular eſtare, if 
not of all ( ſince there are not bookes ex- 


tant of all: )yet of moſt ages of the World, 


wherein they differed one from another, 
and wherein they agreed ; what peculiar, 
and what common to every one; hedoth 
as it were enjoy the memorie, of ſo many 
yeares, and ſo many ages paſt, even as if 


hee himſelfe had lived all thoſe yeares, 


and. outlaſted all thoſe ages. Hence it is, 
that Antiquaries are ſo taken. with the 
ſight of old things; notas doting(as Itake 


it :) upon the bare cither forme or matter 


(though both oftentimes be very notable 
in old things :) but becauſe thoſe viſible 
oo 3 fuper- 
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| ſuperviving evidences of antiquitie repre- 


ſent untotheir minds former times, with 
as ſtrong an imprefion , asif they were 


actually preſent, and in f 1ght as It were : 


even as old men looke gladly upon'thofe 
things, that they were wont to ſee; or 
have beene otherwiſe uſed unto in their 
younger yeares, as injoying thole yeares 
againe/in "50s fort, in thole vifibleand 


palpable ebidaces. As for thoſe 


men that have not this knowledge , 
though they be told that ſuch things bee 


ancient, yet for want of that knowledge 


-and judgement , which might fatizfie 


Eee: that they are ſo in very deed ; and 


becaule happily, they know little or no= 
thing of former ages , the preſent repre- 


| ſentation whereof, oerafi oned by thoſe 


ancient evidences might affe&' their 
minds - it is no wonder if the ſight: of 
{uch things, be unto them as either plea- 


ling colours to the blind, Or ſiweete My- 
licke tothedeafe. 2 | 


And now having done wid hs 7 
Vles of this Varietie through Gods great 
mercy ; 
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mercy; wee areto conſider the bad uſe of 
it, (which I feare is more generall : ) 
through corrupt man his wickednes part-_ 
ly , and partly his ignorance. That in 
things of themſelves indifferent, as in 
matter of cating and drinking; of cloa- 
thing , of cvill complements » and the 
like, there ſhould be Yarizetiz of faſhions 


and cuſbomes i in the World, according to 


differences of either places or times ; can 
bee neicher occaſion of wonder, nor of- 
fence unto any, thar is not a great ſtranger 
unto the World ; or rather indeed, un- 
to reaſon and common ſenſe it ſelfe. 
But in matters of right and wrong, of 
that which is juſt, or unjuſt, lawtull, and 
unſawtull , that there ſhould be ſo much 
difference among nations (all conſiſting 
of men reaſonable by nature::) notthem 
onely that: are of 75" hank Religions, but 


even #5 that profeſle but one Truth; 


yea, In the ſame nation, art ſeverall times, 
is: that which gives occaſion both of 
wonder and of offence unto many ; of er- 


ror and wickedaneſſe unto more; and hath. 
WW rought : 
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wrought {o farreupon ſome, as to make_ 


hee lived in ours, itis very probable hee 


them peremptorily to affirme, that there 
is not any reall difference in nature be- 
evveene right and wrong, but only 1n the 
opinions of men, grounded chiefely up- 
on cuſtome. (um bonum © malum natura 
judicetur, & ea (int principia nature ; certe 
honeſta quog, & turpia fimili ratione dijudi- | 
cauda, & ad naturam referenda ſunt. Sed | 
perturbat nos opinionum varietas, hominum- | 
que diſſenſio, © quianon idem contingit in 


ſenfibus, hos natura certos putamu : illa que 


alii fic, alin [ecus, nec iſdem ſemper uno mo- 
do 'videntur, fita eſſe dicimus. Solearned 
and.judicious Twlte of the vulgar opini- 
onsand judgements of his dayes: and had 


would have ſaid as much of' ours. In+ 
ſtances to this purpoſe taken from ancient 
times concerning the varietie of mens 
judgements in point of right and wrong, 
wee have many.in ancient Authors who 
either of purpoſe upon this very occaſion, 
or upon ſome ether occaſion, and to ano- 
ther end, have treated of the different 

 Lawes, 
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delanes, in Euſeb. de Prepar. Evangel, lib. 


V1. 10. Sextus Empiricus, Pyrr. hypot. Ni- 
colaus de Mor. gentiumsin Stobzus; not to 


mention any more. Certainely ſhould 
wee take all nations of the World (ſuch 
as have beene accounted moralized and 
civilized nations, I meane, the wild and 
barbarous being laid aſ1de :) into conſi- 


deration, wee may generally conclude, 


that there is ſcarce any vertue ſo muchiin 
requeſt in one place, bur will be found to 
bee a vice in another , ſcarce any vice 


ſo much abhorred at one time in one 


place : but at another time hath beene 


| chought in the ſame place if nota vertue, 


yet no unlawfull thing. Thoſe Authors 
that I have but now mentioned, ſhall bee 
my warrant for what I have ſaid, ifany 
will not-take it upon my credit. Butin 


! pointofright and wrong, wee need not 


to goe fo farre, to ferch our inſtances ; 
neerer times and places unto our ſelves, 


| and ſuch as wee in many reſpects are bet- 


FELT 


A Tredtiſedf Vſe and Cuſtome. 


Lawes, and cuſtomes of ſeverall nations. 
See Plato in his Politico, or Minoe. Bar-_ 
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ter Load with, wi Mow us fuſh- 

cient inſtances. The Civill Law of the 
Romans, if any Law, might bee thought 
to be orounded upon reaſon, both in re- 
oard of the Authors of it; mt of great 


worth and fame for them learning . and 
of the credit that it hath found with moſt 


nations in Europe,cven to this day. That 
law thought it good reaſon to give abſo- 
lute power unto fathers upon their m_ 
dren, power cven of life and death , 

long : as they lived, except by Es o- e 
mancipation, or otherwile they had made 
them free. Children that diſpoſe of them - 
ſelves in marriage without the conſent of | | 
their parents, are not by that law, lawful- 
ly married, and are lyable to great pu- | 
niſhments. Neither of theſe is now any 
where thought either Law or reaſon ; 
though "Bodinus I know , in his Politicks | 
is very cager forthe one , and Eſpenſewa | 
learned Sorbonift, hath written alearned 
diſcourſe concerning the latter, whereby | 
he doth endeavour to proove, that itis 
not onely againſt Lawes, but even contre | 

#quitatens 


* 
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4quitatem naturalem, that liberi invite 
rentibu,{hould contrabere matrimonia, ſub 
quorum authoritate, ſaith hee, &'in quorum 


poteſtate, Natura, Scriptura, Dew, & ho- 


54 ARE IP; 


mines, liberos eſſe voluerunt. cap. 8. Which 


[ take the rather notice of, becauſe hee 
layes the blame of all this, thar it is not ſo 
every where as hee would have it, upon 
Yim conſuctudinu exprelly, the power and 
tyranny of cuſtome : which heetreates of 


In the thirteenth chapter. And to the 


ſame power of cuſtome it ſeemes it muſt 


| beimputed, that ſome Nations by their 


lawes and cuſtomes, have beene fo fayvou- 
rable to ſtealers of young heires, to dif- 
pole of them in marriage at their owne 
will, againſt the will of the parents or 


guardians ( of which kind of men you 


may read at large, Decr. par. ii. (,auſa. 


26 . ) contrary to the practice of other na- 


tions, and to the diQates of reaſon, and 
2 man would thinke, of common fenſe 

It ſelfe. . 
By the Roman Lawes (atleſt in Trajans 
time: ) the Father, if a fonne dyed with- 
O's Out 
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14 | A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
$ out Iflue, and inteſtate (but however, hee 
was to have legitimam portionem : ) wasto | 
inherit, hee alone , fine diminutione, no | 
ſocium haberet bereditatis, qui non haberet.Þ | 
IuFw , ſaith Plinie in his Panegyrick; B 
Which was thought a good reaſon. For 
K although according to the courſe of na- 
38 ture, & Votum parentum , it bee more 
F*. proper tochildren to inherit of their Fa-_ 
thers, then otherwiſe , yet turbato ordine. 
mortalitat,as the Civilians ſpeake, when 
nature her ſelfe doth alter her courle, and 
takes the child away before the Father, 
; Cur poſters amplior honor quam majoribus. 
wil: = haberetur *curve retrd quoggnon recurreret 
[1 9 _ equitas eadem?. ſaith Plinie; who therefore: 
Fat doth highly extoll Trajan tor. a Conſtitu- 
of tion of his to that purpoſe. And Ariſtotle: 
upon the ſame grounds of. Nature., goes. 
yet further, Co% EQ ys TUTEE & amino, Þþ| 
m7 Iyer. That it ts not lanfull (in point of | 
right and-reaſon grounded upon nature: ): 
for any ſon upon any termes, to difinberit(ab- 
dicare,is more, but includes,difpnheriting:) 
br Father , thougb a Father have power to 
4. 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
aifinherit bu ſon, Ariſt.Eth. Nicom.lib.viii. 
cap:ult. Yetin ſome Countries, though 
the Sonne die never ſo wealthy "and the 


Father ſurvive never ſo poore aa decaid, 
the Vacle ſhall inherit before the Father, 
by reaſon of a certaine Maxime in Law, 


that Hareditas deſcendit, non aſcendit, inbe- 
ritance doth deſcend and not aſcend, notin 


the right line that is ;-but in the collaterall_ 


it may, elſe the Vncle alſo were exclu- 
ded. Yeti is the Father granted to. be nee- 
rer of blood: but nevertheles eo nomine 
becauſe hee is Father, he is conceived un- 


capable. On the other {1de, that inberi- 
_ tance which they call jure repre, entationtsy 
' whereby 'the Iſfac of the Eldeſt ſonne, 
och rakes before the next in bloud; to 
witte the younger ſonne; 1s Legal] by the 


Civill Laws, and approoved by the pra- 
Etice of moſt Countreys. Yettill within 


theſe: few yeares, it. was otherwile in. 
France generally for many ages together; 
amongſt all forts of perſons, both great 


and ſmall: 
Bur inſtances inthis kind of the diffe- 
Q 2 rence: 
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rence of Indgements and opinions in 
point of right and wrong, are ſo many 


and ſo obvious to any man that ſhalt but 


conferre together the Lawes of ſeyerall 
Countries now in force in the principall 
places of Europe, that one or two are as 


g00d as a hundred and a hundred, if need 
Were, as ealte to bee found as one or two. 
And though ſome Countries are more ' 


conſtant in their Lawes and cuſtomes , 


then ſome. other are, yet I know none. 


that hath beene ſo conſtant, where divers 
things may not be obſerved, once forbid- 
den and puniſhable, ſome ; now, legall 
and lawfull : others, now prohibited , 
which informer times were law full: in a 
word, no Nation or Countrey (neither 
Meaes, nor Perfians excepted: ) where 
cancelling, reverſing, and repealing of 
Lawes, and enacting of others much dif- 


ferent, if not contrary, in their placeand 


ſtead, hath not beene uſuall. I ſpeake not 
this of ſuch alterations onely, as have ne- 
ceſlarily proceeded from alterations of 
times and circumſtances : of which Du- 
rantus 
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rantw in his Speculo Tur, well and per- 
tinently, Nam ſecundim varietatem tempo- 
rum jura variantur humana, Et nihil pence 
in ſemetipſo manet, ſed cuyrrit Natura>mul- 
_ tas evolvens mutationes, quas neg, previde- 
refacile eſt,neq, predicere. Therefore, di- 
cunt quidam (laith the addition there :) 


quod ſcientia juris Canonici vel Civil non 


eſt proprie ſcientia, &c. Such alterations, 


I know, may happen many, much diffe- 


rent one from another, though grounded 


_ all upon the ſame reaſon. Bur I ſpeake it 


of ſuch eſpecially, as proceed from varie- 
tie of opinions and judgements,in matter 
of right and-wrong. 

Now the power of cu/tome in all theſe 
changes, alterations, differences accor- 
ding to-varictie both of times and places, 
is erwyo-fold. 

Firſt in that moſt of theſe differences 
and alterations have . their beginning 


from cuſtome, which by continuance doth 
not onely get the ſtrength of Law, and 
goes for Law in all places , but alſo com- 


monly begets Lawes, properly ſo called. 
For 


A Treatiſe of Vſe aud Cuſtome. 
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A Treatiſe of Yſe and Cuſtome. 
For that is the originall of moſt Lawes in 
moſt places. And it was both a witty 
and a true ſpeech of him that farſt ( as I 
find in Swidas and others :) defined cu- 
ſome to bee nothing elſe, but 194455 432aÞ0s, 
an unwritten Law , as on the other fide 
Law to be #%; *yyeaquy, a written cuſtome : 


ſhewing thereby the difference berweene 


Law, properly ſo called, and cuſtome., ve- 


ry well, though it will not held in all. 


And thoſe Lawes that are thus grounded 
upon cuſtome, are thought by many as the 


| moſt acceptable, ſo the moſt naturall and 


obligatorie Lawes that are : as being not 


the invention of any one ſingle man, but 


of long Time and experience. Dio Chry- 


ſoſtomu is very rethoricall upon this ſub- 


jet, and more rethoricall then ſound 


ſometimes; as when hee ſaith, x«av 5 
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7 ©%n, T1gunio), eXduTwpwr, that it ft more pro- 


per for men that arefree, to bee governed by 


| cuſtome . as for men that ſerve, by Lawes : 


whereas indeed true libertie doth con- 


fiſt in.this, to bee lubje&tunto reaſon , 


whether 
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whether commanded unto us by Lawes, 
or recommended by cuſtome. But certain- 
ly it is no new thing for any Kingdome 
to bee governed by cuſtome : and of the 
rwo it may generally be ſaid, that cuſtomes 
were, before written Lawes, if not in all, 
yet in moſt Kingdomes. Which I obſerve 
the rather , becauſe ſome learned men [I 


rium, and conſuetudo in point of Law, are 
phraſes of latter ages onely ; and particu- 

larly in England, not knowne or uſed till 
after the conqueſt of the Normans. But 
certainely jus conſuctudinarium, whether 
wee looke upon the word or thing, is of 


ſee, are of opinion that 'j# liar 


greater antiquitie then ſo. In all Greeke 
Authors, as many as I remember, that 


| write of Lawes, oi vow. y @ £m, Lawes 
and cuſtomes goe ſtill cogether, Inthe Ci- 
vill Law you ſhall read, not onely de lon- 
ga conſuetudine, as part of the Law in ge- 
| nerall . but alſo de conſuctudinibut muni- 
| cipiorum, of particular cuſtomes of places, 
| to bee kept and oblerved as Law. Burt 


# when the word couſuetudo came firſt, ci-' 
= -Þ ther 
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ther more particularly to be taken pro ſer- 


yitio feudali ( which the Civilians call 


ſervitutes prediorum :) for a certaine right 


that a Lord may challenge , and a Tenant 
is bound unto by cuſtome ; Or yet more | 
generally, for any 1u or due of what kind: | 
ſocyer, that a man hath right unto by c#- | 


ſtome,T am not able to ſay certainely. For | 


though this uſe of the word became 


moſt frequent and ordinary. ſince the | 


times of William the Conqueror, yet I |} 


fnd in ſome ancienter Charters Iura & | 


conſuetudines in this very ſenſe: as in a 
Charter of Knutt, de Portu Sandwici, in. 


theſe words, Nulluſg, omnino habet ali- 
| quam conſuetudinem in ditto portu, &c.And | 


among the Lawes of King Edmund, con- | 
firmed by William the Conqueror, thetitle | 
of one is. De *Baronibus, qui ſuas habent | 
curias & conſuetudines. But whether the 
title bee as ancient, as the Law it ſelfe, 
may perchance bee doubted. I am thef 
more inclinable to conceive the Latin| 
conſuetudo inthis ſenſe, to bee of langer| 


\ ſtanding then ſo, (then the times of the| 


Cons! 


Conqueror, T moahe or there abouts :) be- 
canle lam ſure the Greeke ow1n%a, is ; as 
may ARPEALE by the Greeke Lawes and 
(0th: Q4:tutions : as for example, where 4 


-Aomes are taken and uſed 


owwnYay, the Cuy.. 
for certaine fees ( caltec * allo KOs Sparring, 


and o,Seaiagine :) due and payay ble at the 


Conſecration, or, Inthronization of every 
Biſhop, Archbiſhop, &c. Soe Couſtitut. 
Novell. Tuſtin. Coll. ix. tit. vi. Nov. 123. 
C.J. : 2 ap era Hol x, CAdVA, LE. oryrepd ale 
wn Ra TW) Yeo rdpor Emoxs muy , 


 &c. Theſe fees (or cuſtomes) onely we al- 


low as laufull to bee payed by every "Biſhop, 
&c. and ſo often in that one. Chapter. 
And ſince wee are treating of cuſtome, and 
have ſaid ſomewhat of the Latin word 
conſuetudo, Ithinke it will not bee amiſle 
to examine the originall of our adopted 


Engliſh cuſtome. The-I ain conſto hath 


two fſignifications ; to coaſt, and to con- 
tinue. From conſto, to coaſt, n being chan- 
ged into 7, Is the french couſter of the 
{ame {ignification , from conſis, to con- 
tinues it-may bee that the french couſtume 
might bee derived ; couſtume; being in ve- 
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ry truth nothing elſe but a continued, or 


conſtant ule and faſhion, whatever bee 


the particular object of it. Bur Irthinke it 
more probable, thart it came from couſter, 


to coaſt . and that cojrume at firſt was 


properly taken: tor vetigal, tribute, tolle, 


or impoſt money. Now becaule matters 
ofthis nature, as tributes and impoſts , are 


matters which concerne all men oeneral- 
ly to take notice of, and ſuch as goe by 


a 00, (In omnibus vettigalibus fere 


conſuetudo ſpeftari ſolet, idg, principalibus 


conſtitmtionibus cavetur. D. 39- Lit. 4. L'4: 
f.2. ) for the moſt part, it can bee no 


- wonder if cuſtome from that more proper 


ſgnification, came afterwards to {ignifie 
conſuetudo or couſtume as wee now aſed it 
in common ſpeech. Sothe word win 
Hebrew, which ſignifies a meaſure, com- 
monyy ; and ſometimes tribute, is by the 
Rabbins at this day (as it was by the an- 


_ cient Hebrewes, for ought wee know, 


though wee HR, no examples of itin the 


Scriptures ;) commonly uſed for mores, 


or conſuetugdo. And that of this Hebrew 


middah, not onely the Latin modius, for a 
certain : 
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| — certaine meaſure, but alſo modus uſed for 
faſhion or cuſtome, in generall is derived, 
| is outofall queſtion. And therefore 4ri- | 
ſtotle, where hetreates de jure naturali @ > 
pofitivo, (Ethic. 1. v. c.7.) that right, or 
Lay, which he cals, ron % x7 owl, 
that is, that. hath no ground in natures 
but wholly depends of mens cuſtomes and 
ordinances, according to the variety both 
of times and places; hee very appolirly 
compares mis ergo, Fo meaſures, 4 TS 
ik ket) and te Oh ke. 
T17e& (Wired, Bcc. And lince Grammarians "1M 
cannot agree about the derivation of the 
word mos, ſome deriving it from meo; 
ſome from modus, ſome from vows, and 
fome from the Hebrew ypn, I know no 
reaſon. why I may not more probably 
maintaine that mos (the rather, becaule it 
is a monaſyllable:) is the pure Hebrew 
pv. m4ss Which ſignifies tribute. But to 
returne to our Engliſh word againe; this 
is obſervable of it; that when it is taken 
for impoſÞ} or tolle, it is exprefled in Latin 
not by conſuetudo , but cuſtuma properly + 
TT. BY '} as: 
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14 A Treatiſeof Vſe and Cuſtome., 
as for example, Regiitri, p. 259. in a 
Breefe concerning forreigne Merchants : 
where nevertheles I muſt acknowledge, 
that I doe not underſtand the difference 
berweene Teloniym, which the marginall 

' norte ſaith they are free from, and cuſtu- 

ma which che Breefe itſelfte charges 

upon them. For otherwiſe | ſhould have 
thought that zelonium and cuſtuma had 

: beene all one , but relonium the more 

FR. common : And this the rather, becauſe 
L find in the Lawes of Scotland ( where the 
word cuſtuma 1s more frequent :) teloni- 
um and cuſtumam, for the ſame thing. 
And thns much concerning the words 
both Engliſh and Latin, though much, |} 

. yet nottoo much, Ihope, in a Diſcourſe | 
concerning Cuſtome. 

Secondly, whatever bee the beginning 
or occaſion of theſe ſeverall changes , -al- 
rerations and differences, whether £cu- 

' tome or any thing elle , yet herein -ap- 
peares the power of cyſtome, to be no leſle 
ſtrange and marveilous, in that in- pro- 

_ ceſſe of timeiit makes all theſe differences 

1 and 


» 


and alterations, though never ſo contary, 
to appeare in the eyes of men, not onely 


juſtihable, but even beſt, ſo that all men 


of all Countries doe generally like their 


owne Lawes and c»/tomes., when once 


they have beene uſed unto them , beſt of 
any other ; and are ready, if need be, with 
great confidence and eagerheſle, to main- 
rtaine them to be ſoagainſt any gaine-ſay- 
ers. ©92w & (ſaith Azgathias the Hiſto- 
rian to this purpole :) 5m 5 mw aj Spore- 
| WV &@V Os exacul Cl oTw Iau Yolo CATAd= 
gov vere eaciotlonyey, TYymy IO </PlGoY 
ny wm % kann. Thi 1 apparantly com- 
mon to allthe nations of the earth, that what 
law or cuſtome ſoever they have beene long 


uſed Unio) they preferre. before any other , 


and deeme them very excellent. Which 
made Herodotw, that: ancient Hiſtorian, 
to blame Cambyſes King of Perfia, very 


much, not as uncivill onely, bur even as 


a mad man, in that hee ſo freely and tart- 
ly derided the cuſtomes and faſhions, whe- 
'ther Civill or facred of other Countries, 
which were deare unto them; and in their 


judge- 


Ty 
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(A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
| judgement very plauſible. And why any 
man or nation ſhould arrogate ſo much 
unto themſelves, as to condemne and de- 
 rideſo freely and peremptorily whatſoe- 
ver was contrarie to their owne cu/tomes, 
e0 nomine becauſe contrary to their owne, 
though practized and approoved by o- 
ther men and Nations, by nature equally 
reaſonable; Herodotw, it ſeemes, law no' 
reaſon. Now. that men generally thinke 
beſt of their owne faſhions and cuſtomes, 
be they never ſo contrary, Herodotw doth 
ſhew,by relating a triall that Darius made 
of it, to ſatisfhe himſelfe, which was this: 
The Indians, thoſe that were properly . 
called (,alatians, had a cuſtome to cat their 
Parents and friends after their deaths ; 
whereas the Graecians did uſe to burne 
them : both theſe being equally contrary 
to the Perfians , who of the two proba- 
bly, would ſooneft have beene perſwa- 
ded to eate their dead, then to burne 
chem, which could not bee without pro- 
phaning that which they accounted moft 
holy, to wits fhre. Darius therefore, firſt 


ſends 
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ſends for ſome Grecians, and asked them 
by themſelves what they would take 
(and he was well ableto give it, though 
they had asked many thouſands,) toeart 
their Parents when they ſhould bee dead. 
They anſwered, they would not doe it 
for the wealth of the World. Then hee 
ſent for thoſe Indians, and propoſed unto 
them likewiſe upon what terme they 
would bee content tro burne theirs. The 


RE ia 


very mooving whereof offended them fo 


much, and ſeemed fo prodigious, that in 
ſtead of an anſwer, they humbly be- 
ſought, he would forbeare ſuch horrible 
ſpeeches unto them : and ſo were diſmiſ- 
ſed. Soetrueisthat of Pindarus (addes 
Herodotus :) that v2wo;, that is, cuſtome; is 
an Vuiverſall Monarch, or King of all. 

This of Herodotus, puts mee in mind of 
a ſtrange cuſtome once practized, and in 


oreat requeſt among the great ones of Ex- 


rope ; Which was this : If a Prince dyed 
out of his Countrey , they would chop 
his body in ſeverall pieces, and boyle 
them in a kettle or ſome ſuch veſſell cill 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 

all the fleſh came from the bones, and ſo 
ſend his bare bones to bee buried 1n his 
owne Countrey. Bonifaciws the eight, | 
ſpeaking of it, cals it, deteſtands feritatir | 
abuſum, morem horribilem, Deo abominabi- | 
lem, bominibus abhorrendum, immanem, im- 
pium, crudelem, ©c. and if it were ſo in- | 
deed, a man might wender how Princes 

and Great men of that age cameto bee {o 
farre in love with it, as to take order be- | | 
fore hand (as we read of divers; and par- | 
ticularly of one of our Edwards, King of 
, England, in Froiffard :) in their life time, | 
that they might bee ſo uſed after their | 
death : but that the ſame Bonifacius tels | 
us plainely, that it was, Vizio conſuetudi- | 
m1, that they were bewitcht to that mind 
and opinion of theirs. And not to goe | * 
from this very ſubject of the dead,, who || ? 
would not wonder, that Ancient Hea- | 
 thens, having forborne ( and deteſted, I ; 
i 


may ſay of many of them :) the ripping 

of humane dead bodies as inhumane, B 

cruel[[, and barbarous . (which is the rea- | 1 

ſon that neither Hippocrates, Ariſtotlegor | \ 
| Gallen, | 
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Gallen, though great, yea incomparable 


naturaliſts otherwiſe, never ſaw, as many 


learned men are of opinion, any dead 
bodies diſſe&ed : ) that now in our dayes 
the ſame thing amongſt us Chriftians is 
ordinarily practized, and is neither mat- 
terof wonder nor of {candall unto any; 
though ſometimes it bee done ina moſt 


unbeſeeming manner, and all manner of 


perſons admitted unto it, without reſpect 
at all of that Divine fabrick, which Saint 
Chryſoſtome , as I remember, ſaith in one 
place is much reverenced by the Angels 
of heaven themſelves, in honour to 


| Chriſts body , and his bleſſed Incarna- 


tion. 


The power of cuſtome then by theſe 


and the like inſtances , as in things natu- 
rall, ſoin Civill alſo, being granted to be 
very great ; the next thing that wee are to 
| conſider, is, Whether wee fhall grant ic 
| ſuch power, as that it can make, if not all 
things, yetany thingat any time , which 
is rightin reaſon or by nature, to become 
wrong,actually in point of practice ; and 


Q2 on 


1g 


. mM 
oP - _— £'! 
& » vTe.1 hed % 
3 > \ 7 
+ 101 4 


= > + 
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- on the other {ide that which reaſon and 


nature of themſelves are againſt , to be- 
come if not laudible, yet allowable, and 


juſtifiable ſometimes : that 1s in effect, 


whether right and wrong are by nature 
truely, and ſo abſolutely immutable and 
invariable , or otherwiſe. To this wean- 
{wer ; 
Firſt, That as there is nothing truly na- 
turall, char is not in ſome ſort rational (it 
not as capableof reaſon,yet as the effect of 
reaſon, inſummo gradu; that is, God; and | 
{o rationall ;) Soe there is nothing true- | 
ly rationall, that is not as truely nacuralis | 
both in regard of God, the eternall and | 
infnite cauſe of all things , and 1n regard | 
of men, whom God by nature hath made | 
rationall, Whatſoever therefore is groun- | 
ded upon reaſon, is.truely and ablolute- | 
Iy_naturall. And ſo is the -morall Law, 
which treates' of humane vertues, and: 
vices : and therefore altogether and in- 
dubitably naturall. 
Theſe words nature and natwrall, arc 
moſt ſhamefully miſtaken and confoun- 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. na fo 
| | dedby ſome Chriſtians that have treated 
| of this ſubject, ro wit, concerning Ver- 
| | rtues and vices naturall ; which have made 

| them to fall into deteſtable opinions, e- 
ven ſuch as Civill. Heathens themſelves 
| would haveabhorred-in other heathens. 
Z To inſtance in one, Pontus Hunterus of 
" | 'Delfein Flanders, in his de libera hominn 
: | mativitate, ſeu liberts natalibus, cap. 2,7. 
C 4. hath theſe words; T!lud vero liberum 
| populis omnibus (excepti Chriſtiants : ) le- 
ges cum Natura reliquere, uxores e ſangui- 
ne jundis. acciperent. Nam hec quog, res, 
Leg eſt,non nature: ac qui hec ſepta tran- 
filiunt, non in naturam, ſed contra leges pec- 
' cant, Nullum enimnature 4 rerum Creato- 
. | re datum eſt; ad animalium generationem 
. | impedimentum, modo diverfi inter (e ſexw, 
. | ſanis corporibus conuveniant. Non illa Ma- 
| rrem(horreſco referens:) nec Sororem ; ſed 
| | prudor, verecundia ac honeſtas legivus orna + 
: te, rejiciuns ; ſanguinem non borret, Cc. 

| This man, as appeares by what followes 
, takes nature here, and lo in a'l this his 
. | Dijcourle, for Natura vegetativa, and na: 
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tura ſenfitiva only , as though there were 


no ſuch thing in rerum natura as natura 
rationalts. Nis rule therefore how wee 
may know things that are contra naturam 
is by the preſent manifeſt inconvenience, 
that enſues to our naturall healths or 
lives, by thole things. So that by him if 
2 man.cut his fathers throat, or rip his 
owne mother, as Nero did, and fleepe 
not a whit the worſe, nor have the worſe 
Rtomacke to his meate for it, hee doth 
not crimen contra naturam committere. And 
this is that Natura, which in another 
place hee cals them prudentes that. obey, 
notwithſtanding any lawes to the contra- 
rie. I muſt confeſle hes not the firſt that 
hath taken nature in this ſenſe. For by 
thoſe words Lex nature, ſome under- 


ſtand ina ſtrict ſenſe, that law properly 


which is common unto rationall and ir- 


| rationall creatures, that is, unto men and 


beaſts. In this ſenſe they ſay , that Pro- 


prium bonum appetere , Vim vi repelere , 


and the like, 1s de lege nature. But it is 
one thing to ſpeake of the law of nature, 
08 
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| A Treatiſe of Vſe aud Cuſtome. Tir. 
as 1tis common (though in this ſenſe the 
word Law, is not ſo proper neither :) to 
all naturall creatures; and another thing 
to diſpute of that Law, which is naturall 
unto man properly, who by nature is ra- 
tionall. Iuſt ſo ſome Heathen Nations 
of old, as Herodotus relates, thought they 
might lye together in their temples, be- 
cauſe they ſaw that birds, and other 
dumbe creatures, that were kept in them 
for ſacrifices, did it freely ; whence they 
inferred that it was not unnaturall, and 
therefore not diſpleaſing to their Gods , 
and the reaſon of this their inference, He- 
rodotus gives, vouorres (faith he : ) 29,9pw- 
mt 7) nat nf LNG x|nvE4x . becauſe they 
preſumed that men and brute beaſts, are 
all of one and the ſame nature : which he 
for his part thought very, abſurd. And 
certainely what Saint Tude ſpeakes of 
ſome, wee may conclude of all men ge- 
nerally , that om vaxus os; 7 FO) Cale 
Enquiry, oy TvmTvs ONegrmy, If men though 
rationall by nature, will confine them - 
ſelves to that naturall knowledge, which - 
; — 


"op 124 A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome.. 
1m is common to unreaſonable creatures as 
J well as to reaſonable, they muſt needs 
leade a brutiſh life. I hope I may ſay 
withour offence, that the ancient Stoicks 
were farre beaner Chriſtians then ſo, who 


fed maintaining that mans happineſle did 
Do  conliſt, inalite according to Nature, have 
WW. . : written ſo many accurat tracts nd difſ- 


courles, to proove that all vertues (and a- 

. mong chem pudor , verecundia, honeſtas ; 
hich this Hunter doth moſt tally op- 
Sf unto Nature :) are naturall unto 


man. They that deſire further fatisfati- 


on in this point, let them read Saint Chry- 


m—O ſoſtome , who in divers places of his 
me - workes, but eſpecially in his Homilies 
ad pop. Antioch. handles it at large, proo- 
ving by many reaſons , arguments and 
pregnant inſtances , that the knowledge 


of the Morall Law, or, 1 dong Tov Kenan 


1% Toy & TUOUTW!., 15 by hatare: 

Secondly , Whatſover commeth TY 
in the compadſle of rea{on> properly . be- 
longing as properly to the law of na- 


of 


ture; it tral needs follow, that the law 


- > pre ee . 
; 'T, , , 1 | | , : 
A Jryeatile Vie and Cu OMe. 
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of nature extends of it ſelfe very farre; 


though men through the naturall, or ra- 


ther (to ſpeake more properly and phy- 
loſophically : ).unnarurall corruption of 
| their underſtanding, apprehend it not in 
| its full extent. Now whatſoever falls 
within the.compaſle cither of reaſon, or 
of the law of nature, is of itlelfe immu- 
Xe ah 

| Naturalia jura ---- ſemper firma, & im- 
mutabilia permanent , Soe laith the Civill 
Rom. Law , and ſo all writers generally, 


Ariſtotle onely excepted, who in a place 


| ſeemes to ſay the contrary ; to wit, that 


Some naturall lawes are mutable. His 


words are, Some becauſe they ſee @ lx 
| zwv89pz, lawes and judgements .concer- 
| ning that which is juſt and right, ſo diffe- 
| rentand ſo variable; are of opinion that 
| nothing is righe or juſtin nature, bur by 
| opinion onely. But this ir not generally 
| trues ſaith hee ; but in part it uw. For how- 


| ever among the Gods it may very well be, 


that that which is naturally juſt and 
right,is altogether invariable : yet among 
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us men, 691 Mp 71 x; Quo xtmmmy. v BY Tv} 
mr\v. Sox CUE 21 © © Quoy; m & v Quo, 
Some part of that law which « by nature, 1s 
naturally mutable : and ſome part of it,1s not. 
Where firſt it is to be obſerved, that Ari- 
ſtotle doth diſtinguiſh bervorene Tura na- 


' Furalia, as not being all ( in regard of | 


men :) of one nature. And ſo farre we 
follow Ariſtotle. For it is well obſeryed 


by Thomas Aquinas, that there are ſome 


Tera naturalia, which may be called fun- 
damentalia, or principalia; nk evident 
of themſelves unto humane reaſon. O- 


| thers as it were ſecundaria, becauſe not {o 


apparant unto man, but elicible, 'or de- 
monſtrable from hos frodamentsls by 
humane ratiocination. The former I ſup- 
pole are they that Ariſtotle would have 
immutable, but the latter not ſo. Some | 
interpret Ariſtotle , as though hee had | 
meant no more then this, that de fatto 


lome TIura naturalia arc changed or vio- | 


lated among men ; though de jure, or na- 
tura ſua, immutable ; becauſe of thoſe 


A _ though b appilyin regard of the | 


Gods 
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4 Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtom. 12 
Goas themſelves immutable. But that" this '$ 


could not bee his meaning, may appeare, 
firſt, becauſe hee ſaith, ſome onely are 
mutable, not all. Whereas there bee no 
jura fundamentalia,but de fatto are viola- 
ted, not onely by particular men; but al- 
ſo. by whole nations, as may eafily ap- 
peare to them, that {hall peruſe the Au- 


 thors whom wee have before mentio- 


ned. Secondly, by that inſtance that hee 
brings of things naturall , wherein Na- 


ture itſelfe, ſeemes to be unconſtant un- 


to her ſelfe. The right hand, ſaith hee, is 


by nature the ſtrongeſt, and ſo it is in 
moſt men, yet in ſome itis not ſo. But 
moxe of his meaning, by and by. 

+ Thirdly , Naturall reaſon being gran- 
ted, by the fall of man , much-impaired 
and vitiated., it: is no:wonder if all men 
reaſonable by nature, doe not now agree 


upon the Tura naturalia; and it ought to 
bee ſufficient unto any reaſonable man, to 


ftisfie him, thatthoſejura that are ſo cal- 


| led; aretruely natyralia, that moſt men 
and nations (though notall :) that are ct - 
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vilized both by their practice, and their 


opinions, determinethem to be ſo. 


. As for example, Some nations (civili- 


zed in other things it cannot be denyed: ) 
allowed of theft, ſome of adultery,orfor- 
nication ; ſome made no ſcrupule of in- 
ceſt , what then ?: Moſt. other nations 
havecondemaed them for it; and abſtai- 
ned from theſe themſelves, as being a- 
oainſt Nature. Thar is enough. to ſhew 
that they were things againſt: nature in- 


| deed; andenough to make any man-in- 


exculable inthe eyes of God , that makes 
any queſtion of it. The extravagancie of- 
ſome men, upon this ſubje&, makes mee 


_ the moreearneſt herein. For whereas'in 


reaſon, what is allowed by the moſt, 
ſhould bee adſ{cribed unto nature; and 
that which by ſome 1s practiſed to the 
contrary-, to the corruption: of: nature 
partly , (which Mxſonius the Stoick, in 
Sz004ns cals, 7->m me Sov 80 Ye9914 du 
1449 SfgFRes» :.). and partly to the power 
of long cuſtome ( tanta eſt corruptela male: 


conſuctudinu ut ab eatanquam igniculi:ex« 


tnguantur” 
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 =ATreatiſeof Vſe and Cuſtome. 
tinguantur 4 natura dati., exoriantuth © 
confirmentur contraria vitiaz as Tulle very 
well in a place: ) Some goe a quitecon- 
trary courſe. What they find practiſed 
| by ſome, they take to bee naturall, and 
the contrary, though there be a major part 
for it, they adſcribe unto the. power. of 
cuſtome. Inceſt is a thing thattrue nature 
doth .abhorre as mich as any thing, and 
as many.good reaſons, I dare under- 
take, may bee given to proovethe unna- 
turalneſfle of it, as for anything thatis ge- 
nerally. acknowledged moſt unnacurall. 
And if we.may beleeve fome ancient Hea- 
chens, men of no ſmall authoritie in the. 
world, as Ariftotle and others, even a- 
mong the brutes, ſome ofthe more gene- 
rous abhorre it naturally... Yet an outlan-- 
diſh writer of Eſſayes, in his . long diſ- 
courſe ' of cuſtome. would: perſwade-us 
_ that-all difference. and ſcrupuluſnes in 
this kind proceeds rather from cuſtome, 
then nature; bringing: this among many. 
other particulars, as..an argument of the - 
power of cuſtome among men. Many an-- 
R:3; Ciente 
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cient Heathen Philoſophers, muſt needs 
ſay, ſhewed themſelves facre wiſer. men, 
who though they had no certaine knows 
ledge (as they could not without revela- 
| Pope ) ofthe fallof,man ; yet from this 
_ very thing, becauſe they law many mer 
every Where, yea ſome whole nations , 
makeno conſcience ar all of ſome things 
which. they ſaw by the eye of reaſon 
were certainely againſt nature, conclu- 
ded that of certainty, the naturall reaſon 
and underſtanding of man, had had a fall, 
though how or when they could not cell; 
Many pregnant paſlages out of Plato, 
ti Plutarch, Hierocles, Plotinus , Proctu, 
=. and others might bee produced heere to 
3 that purpoſe, if need were, and had not 
= already upon other occaſions beene ob- 
A. - | ſerved and treated of., ( all, or:moft' of 
EE them) by others : And all-of-them a- 
= _ greein this: that in man himſelfe is the 
caulboſtiietitc fall. or blindnefle of -his 
underſtanding ; :noti in him-thatcmiade 
him. Ever hee that erreth: [in imatrer'of 
life and ah :):: againſt his wilt, tr im- 


POO 
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piowt » in aha bee aiſ; agreeth from the nature 
of the Vniverſe, e <Pop pus 5. Den x 
DP Quorcs, W} = dion; 8Y oios Ts 64 vw Sfep= 
xendv TY WY > TWY Mn%wr. For Na- 
ture had furniſbt him at firſt with certains in- 
ſtintts, prenotions and opportunities, by the 
helpe wheredf hee might have attained to the 
knowledge of truth : which having neglefted, 
| bence it uthat hee tu now not able to diſcerne 
that which u« falſe from that which « true : 
faith another, (a Heathen too :) not in- 
feriour to any: of thoſe, whom I have 
named. [22 5 10 12. 
Fourthly, Avia things natural» ſome 
things.to ſerve the nature of the vniverle, 
forget and forgoe ſometimes their owne 
particular nature; and are never more na* 
turabl in a generall ſenſe, then when they 
are ſo. unnaturall unto themſelves, Par-. 
ticularly; (ſo the water to prevent A Pa- 
cum, which nature abhorreth, aſcends ; 
and the like :) So muſt wee conceive in 
things Civill, a ſubordination. Iurium 
naturalium , and of reaſon unto rea- 
ſon, ” 


we 


A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
[t is not againſt reaſon then, that ſome 


things which- conſidered in themſelves 
' areagainſt reaſon, ſhould in a higher and 


more generall conſideration , proove 


warrantable by reaſon. Even by our 
lawes, ſomethings», (ſay our Lawyers: ) 


may bee done warrantably for a publike 


good, though contrary to the Lawes 0- 
therwiſe. Legally therefore in regard of _ 
the Lawes, and their generall end.though 


illegally, becaule againſt the expreſle te- 


nor of ſome particular law. So the Civill.. 
Law too, tels us of a certaine Tus fingula- 
re, quod contra tenorti rationem introduttun 
eſt..and allowes of ic, It were neither ; 
neither Tus, nor allowable by law, if it 
were againlt all reaſon; though it bee 
granted againſt ſome. I am perſwaded , 
this is it, and nothing elſe, that made 4-_ 
riſtotle ſay, (as wee have noted before :)_ 
that. quedam jura naturalia, were mutabi- 
lia: but his termes are dangerous, and 


| therefore to be avoided. It is one of the 


fundamentall principles of all Common» 


wealths , Sal, populi , ſuprema lex eſto. 


How 
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How farre a man may go pro ſalute popu- 
'li, contra tenorem rationn, is diſputed at 
large, by them that have written de Turi- 
bu Dominationis , whether Monarchice, 
Ariſtocratice , or Democratice. Some are 
too nice ; and ſome goe too farre, but 
there 1s _ queſtion, but ſomewhat there 
4s, that may bee done in this kind ; both 
by the Lawes of God and of men, allow- 
able ; and warrantable by ſound reaſon. 
Now cuſtome being a thing of great force 
ina body politick, as well as in a body 
naturall, fa of much importance every 
way, ciches to the peace or diſturbance of 
any Commonwealth, it any thing may 
bee done at any time rationally, contra te- 
norem rationn ; itis in point of cuſtome e- 
ſpecially. Therefore Thomas Aquinas , 
where hee undertakes to proove (which 
hee doth very learnedly and ſolidly, that 
lex and ratio are all one; yet when hee 
comes to the point of cuſtome, hee is put 
co a forte, not knowing well how to de- 
termine it , $7 autem adhuc maneat ratios 
eadem, (aith he, propter quam prima lex in- 
S uttlts 
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utilts erat , non conſuetudo legems ſed lex 


conſuetudinem vincit. Nife forte propter hoc 


ſolum inutilts lex videatur » quoniam nou eſt 


poſvibilss ſecundum conſuetudinem patrie , 
que erat una de conditionibu legs. Dif fici- 
le eſt enim conſuetudinem multitudiny re- 
movere. Of many cuſtomes therefore wee 
may boldly lay, "i the unſeaſonable al- 
cering of them is againſt reaſon, though 
conſidered in themſelves they be granted 
to bee not reaſonable. And 4g 1s moſt 
true, and applyable that G reeke ſentence, 

or rather Oracle, mz «umm pn x9); not 


eaſily to attempt the ſtirring of thoſe 


things , which cannot bee fiireed with= 


- Out mach ſtirring; and as much hazzard, 


as ſtirring. The reaſon 1s given by Au- 
guſtus| In 5 PRE Ta »D CA GT 1tworre, xc) 
Xp 7 FR TIEe Tz) ol 124Y0Tms ar, 
XA Ganric Cox1, 65 65v. Thoſe things {ſaith he, 
that long continue in one and the ſame ſtate, 


areto be preferred before thoſe that are ever 
upon changing , though it bee for the beſt in 


all likelihood. Wee ſee that moſt things 
enjoy their happineſſe i in their reſt , but 
aboye 
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above all things, it muſt needs bee more 


proper unto eftates (lo called from their 
{tabilitie :) to bee happy 1a their ſetled 


conſiftence and permanencie , as being 


liker unto ſtages and pageants, then ſtates 


truely, when alwayes mooving and 


changing. And beſides, not onely the 
happy being of an eſtate, bur the very be- 


ing of ir doth depend of its ſtabilitie, 
inthis kind. For rebus nov&r ſtudere , hath 
alwayes beene both the marke and the 
refuge of ill affefted malecontents, who 


have no other hopes to raiſe their ruined 
fortunes, but by the ruines of the preſent 
eſtate that they live in. Alcybiades therfore 
in Thucydides vi. ſaid well, Ta aid 
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ATSLorrn , That their governement 1s ſa- 


feſt, to the Commonwealth, that apply 
themſelves as\much as they can to the 
preſent Lawes and cuſtomes, though they 
bee not altogether ſo good of themlelyes. 
In this ſenſe muſt Saint Gregory the Pope 


his words bee underſtood , where hee | 
= | S2- | ſeemes 
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ſeemes to adſcribe unto cyſiome a power 


to make things that are bad in themſelves 
to become juſt and legall. His words 
are ; $7 praverei aditws antequam daiu pa- 
teſcat, non clauditur, uſu fit latior ; © erit 
conſuetudine licitum » quod ratione conſt at 
eſſe provibirum, Greg. Reg. Epiſt. L. vii. 
Trd. 11. ep. 120. 

Another confi dation that ſhould 
make mee the more averſe from altering 
old cuſtomes is , becauſe the reaſon of 
ſome , though grounded. at firſt upon 
ſome weightic conſideration, cannot e- 
qually appeare at all rimes, choſe incon- 
veniences happily, which in former ages 
gave occaſion to ſuch and ſuch cuſtomes 
being now remooved, and perchance 


forgotten. Therefore ates the Civill 


Law, Non omnium que 4 majoribu conſti- 


 tuta ſunt, ratio. reddi poteſt ; Et ideo ratio- 


nes corums Tc. I remember what anſwer 
ſome Turkes made, as it is reported by 
Busbequiu in his Epiſtles, being asked 


"The reaſon of a certaine cuſtome of theirs, 


which ſeemed very lenfles; to Wit, That 
their 


EIB hs ent et 2 ce 
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bobs forefathers had done it of old ; and 


as they beleeved; not without reathn - 
though now not knowne unto them 25 


they ingenuouſly confeſſed. I will not 


commend this for a good anſwer to all 
things . God forbid: In ſome things I 
thinke it may hold very well. If a Turke 
(to inſtance in ſome particular : ) ſhould 
aske a Chriſtian , why when any doth 
Inize in our preſences (as it is praftized 
in molt places of Europe :) wee pray to 
God to bleſſe them, or to that purpoſe; well 
might hee. anſwers, that our Chriſtian 
forefathers have done it ofold , and that 
long before them their Gentill forefathers 
had uſed it; but the reaſon, how,and why 
it firſt began, neicker Chriſtians nor Gen- 
tiles can certainely cell us, though divers 


both Gentiles of old, (as ; Ariſtotle &c.) 


and Chriſtians ſince have written of it, 


and have done their utmoſt to find ir our. 
And now that it hath beene ſo long pra- 
ized in the World, I ſhould, Emult con- 
feſle, bee one of them that ſhould make 


conſcience LO take it aways though [ mult. 
S'2 nd : 


7 
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acknowledge with the reſt, thar the rea- 


ſon, or beginning, is unknowne unto 
nee: If. therefore the reaſon of many 
Lawes and cuſtomes though very good 
and warrantable, and perchance neceſla- 
rie, bee ſuch uivertholes that cannot bee 
fonad: our bur by time and experience , 


It cannot be ſafe to * cells upon the alce- 
ration. of any long continued Law or 


cuſtome , though wee can give no rea- 
ſon for it, but after long and mature de- 
Hheration: 

For thele ſ(everall reſpedts, it cannot be 
thought amiſlſe or unreaſonable, that all 
Lawes and cu/tomes ſhould by chem, that 
are {ubje& unto them, cenitenthy be main- 


rained in a civil] reſpect, at leaſt :) ro bee | 


juſt and reaſonable. And truely , what- 


ever may bee alledged againſt chem con- 


{1dered in themlelves, yet in this reſpe& 
they may be juſt and reaſonable, if they 

bee not partiall, but extend indifferently 
unto all, that is, juſtin the EXCCUtION, Or 
application ; though not in their hatire, 
But belides, if it bee not fitto lay unto 4 


King, 


U&Q 
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King, (be henever ſo bada King :) thou 
art wicked ; and to Princes, yee are ungoaly, 
lob 34.18. Why ſhould not ſo muchre- 
ſpect be due to any Law or cyſtome from 
them, (as I ſaid before :) that are ſubject 
unto them, who owe their peace and fa- 


tetie (next unto God and the King :) to. 


their protection, as that it ſhould not bee 
lawfull for them to vilife them, and 0- 
penly to declaime againſt them ? Cicero 


ſaith well, Vt ex medicina nihil oportet pu- 
tare proficiſci , nift quod ad corports utilita- 


tem ſpefat, fic a Legibw nihil conventt ar- 
bitrari , nifi quod Reipubl. conducat (and 
that 1s as much as ifhe had ſaid, nif quod 
juſtum eſt, and there is the ſame reaſon 
tor both : ) proficiſci. However it may 
not be doubted by any man that is wile, 
that there bee many Lawes and cuſtomes 
in all countries, which though they bee 


well tolerated and continued for the 


peace and ſafetie of the publicke, yet can- 
not bee practized by particular men, ( as 
farre forth as they may avoyd it :) with a 


good conſcience, and without great perill 


co 
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to their ſouls;as being of themſelves moſt 
unreaſonable. And therefore the ſame 
Tulle , who before did teach us, how we 
may judge and ſpeake of Lawes civilly ; 
elſewhere inſtratting how to judge, ac- 
cording to truth, ſaith very olidly, Stul- 


\ tiffimum eſt, exiſtimare omnia juſta eſſe, 
que fita ſunt in populorum inſtitutts aut le- 
gibw: to belceve that every Law or cu- 


ſtome, that is in force and rigidly ſtood 


upon in every countreys is therefore juſt 


and good, is abſolutely to beleeve with 


the Epicureans and the like, (whom we 


have before ſpoken of :) that reaſon, and 
Tuftice, is not a matter of truth and reali- 
tie, but of meere opinion and conceir. 

Andi it muſt needs tollow, quod ff populo- 
rum juſois, fe principum decretts fi ſententits 
judicum jura con ſtituerentur, jus efſet latro- 
cinart, jus adulterare, jus teſtamenta falſa 
ſupponerez We. as the ſame Author very 
well in another place of the ſame booke. 


Theſe commendations therefore, that or-_ 


dinarie Lawyers of every countrie give 
uſually to their owne proper lawes and 


cuſtomes, 
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cuftomes, muſt cautelouſly be underſtood; 
or elſe they are very dangerous, Though 
ſome of them ſpeake plainely enough 
ſometime ; as that incomparable Lawyer 
and Philologiſt ('ujacius, of the: cuſtomes 
of France,though refined and reformed a- 
gaine and againe; divers whereof he doth 
acknowledge to bee grounded upon the 
errors of former Lawyers» though pre- 
tended to be right and juſt of themſelves. 
To which purpoſe alſo I underſtand 
(with ſubmuſsion to himſelfe, and his 
interpretation : ) the (njacius of this 
Hand, in his Notes upon Forteſcs, that 
the divers opinions of Interpreters procee- 
A; from the weakeneſſe of mars reaſon and 
the 'feverall conveniences 'of divers States, 


. | have mide thoſe limitations which the Law * 
| of naturehathſuffered, very different. And 
, | hence it ir, &'c.- Sure I amy that long be- 
| foreeither of them, Tertulian taught us, 
| that the oround of many cuſtomes, is ei- 
— | ther ignorance or. fimplicitie. His words 
e | are; conſi uetudo initium ab aliqua ionoran- 
4 | tia vel fimplicitate ſortita, in uſum per ſuc- 
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ceſfſionem corrobaratur » de Virgin. vel.c. 1. 
Hee might have, added (which 13. added 
by others : } another ground of many 


Lawes and cuftomes, which is, wiltull in- 


juſtice, and want of a good.conlcience, 


the rareſt thing of the world, though no- 


thing bee more commonly pretended. It 
doth therefore much concerne every par- 


ticular man, ( them. eſpecially that take 
upon them to bee men of judgement and 


underſtanding: ) as not to controle the 


received Lawes and cuyſtomes of their 


countries, the.alceration« whereof belon- 


geth not. unto them: Sore underſtand as 
neere as. they may» what Lawes and cy- | 
ſomes are abſolutely good and warranta, | 
ble in themſelves; and. which are tole- 


rated. and maintained onely for the peace 


and concord of the Commonwealth. 
Here therefore is.a maine difference to be 
made, betweene thoſe things that the 


Law doth command, and doth oblige us 


doe, the Law'doth allow, but not com- 


mand : betweene thoſe things that wee 
| doe | 
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doeas good ſubj ets unto he King and 
his Lawes ; very thoſe that wee doe of 
our owne :actiazcion , taking the adyan- 


tage of the Law. What Chriſt once ſaid 
unto his Diſciples, If your righteouſneſſe 
exceed not the righreouſ es of the Scribes and 
Phariſes, (the ſtricteſt men for their old 
lawes and cuſtomes that ever were :)jJou 
. fhallneyer enter intothe Kingdome of Hea- 

ves ; is in this ſenſe applyable unto all 
men ; Such a Legall life, will never bring 
them unto |Heaven. Therefore the Ca- 
noniſts.teach us that conſuetudo may libe - 
rare 4 penu civilibu indeed, bnt cannor, 

4 penis gebenne ; if in icſelfe it bee un- / 
conſcionable and unreaſonable.. ' And 
they are not the Canoniſts onely, that 


| reach us this doctrine, but even our owne 
1 Lawyers , that have' taken the greareft 
. Paines £0 uphold the credit , and main- 
| raine the Iuſtice of our Lawes. Many un- 
. | learned perſons (laith one of them :) be- 
| leeve that itt lawfull for them to doe with 
- |” conſcience all things, which if they doe 
- T2 them 
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' them, theyſhall not bee puniſhed therefore by 


the Lam, though the Law doth not warrant 


them, ©&c. and ſo goes on, ſetting downe 


for example ſome- particular caſes, of 


thoſe things which a conſcionable © OR 


ſtian is bound unto, 70 ſave his ſoule though 
hee cannot be compelled unto it by the Law, 
D”. and Stud. lib. 1.c. 19. And in ſuch caſes 

(fair the ſame Author in another place:). 
he ts inconſcience as well bound if he will ſave 
his ſoule; as hee were, if hee were compelled 


thereto by the Law, &c. It there. bee not 
then beſides the Law of the Land, a law 
of reaſon and conſcience to regulat our 
actions by, we are certainely but in bad. 
caſe, in point of eternall ſalvation. 


FF Aving "T) hitherto ( 1n this "Y 
cond. part : ) of the Varietie , frſt . 
then. of i ang power and validitic of ou 


ftome in things civill; it will not be im- 
proper that 1 adde ſomewhat of words. 


alſo, and of the © that roms hath . 


1n. 
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in matter of words and- ſpeeches. ' For 
though many men for want of know- 
ledge and experience, thinke that words 
are but wind, and chereface account no 
{ubjectthar i is about words, to bee very 
materiall, or worthy the ludis of a ſeri- 
ous man; yet wiſer men know full well 


that in very truth, there is nothing that 
ſetteth men on worke ſo much, or cau-- 


ſeth ſo much ſtirre in the World, as words, 


meere words doe,and have alwayes done; 
that words have beene the occaſion of ma- 


ny warres, by which many great Cities | 


and Countries have beene overthrowne., 
that words have cauſed bloudy ftrifes 
and perſecutions even in the Chutch; not 
words onely as they were intended , 'and 
ſhould have beene underſtood, bus even 


miſtaken through ignorance. It was once 


ſaid of ſome ancient Philoſophers, Sentit 
idem Ariſto, quod Xenocrates, quod Ariſto- 


teles, loquitur alio modo, ex hac autem non 


Ferum: [ed verborum diſcordia, controver- 


| fra nata eft, Fc. A happy thing it were 
_ forthe World, that words were well un- 
T3 deritood 
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derſtood every where, and all 2999uayuy, 
AzmopgNal,cudugyicy,allſtrites and conten- 
tions aboutwords quite taken away. But 
that will not bee as long as the World in-. 
dures ; it is in vaine to wiſh it; though 
notto wiſh i ic, bethe part of either an ig- 
norants, or ancharicdble man. Butl have 
nothing to doe with words here, but as 
cuſtome, my prifer ſubje&, hath to doe with 
them : to wit, t ſhew the power of c#u- 
ſtome upon words, and ſome remarkable 
effects of this power. 

A. Gellius faith well in a late conſue- 
tudo omnium rerum domina, ſed maxime 
verborum ; and Quintilian yet more fully, 
that conſuetudo eſt certiſcima loquendi ma- 
oiſtra, utendumg, plane ſermone, ut numo tut 
_ publica formaeſt : and againe, Ridiculum 
wmalle ſermonem quo locuti ſunt homines 
quam quo loquuntur, & ſane quid eſt aliud 
vet ſermo, quam vetw loquenii conſuetu-. 
do? So Horace, and divers others, who. 

all agree in this, that vvords and all right 
ſpeaking goes by cuſtome. and whereas 
in other things cuſtome ( as hath beene 
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ſhewed :) is an uſurper upon right , here 
her ſoveraigntic is acknowledged to bee 
naturall , rightand cuſtome in matter of 
words and language, being inthe judge- 
ment, of wileſt men, but one thing tor 
the moſt part. Now therefore to ſpeake 
of ic ſomewhat more diſtin&ly. 


Firſt, cuſtome makes vyords,that were 


but ſounds before, to bee vvords, that is, 
to ſ1gnifie ſomewhat. As for example it 
makesthe ſound, that thoſe three letters, 
G.o. andd. being put together,doe make, 
to ſ1gnifie unto us of this nation, the 
Lord and maker of all things. For of 
icſelfe vyhy thele three letters ſhould re- 
_ preſent ſuch a thing, thereis no ground in 
nature ; but cuſtome. It is true, the Stoicks 


of old were of another opinion, and it 


became a'great controverſie among Phi- 


loſophers, vvhether vvords vvere 71 qvo4, 
" : or 71 %o4, by impoſtion at plea- 
ure. Origis, in few vvords, ſtates the. 


queition thus ;, Ariſtoteles ſentit poſfitu 


nomina , Stoici putant Natura efſe indita, 


|  tmitantibus primes edits vocibus res ipſas 


ad: 
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ad quas & nomina impofita fint : qua rAtI- 


one & .Etymologias inducunt. And A. Gel- 


lius tothe ſame purpoſe, Nomina Vverbag; 


non pofita fortuito, ſed quadam vi © ratio- 
ne nature fatta eſſe. P.Nigidius in Gram- 
maticts Commentariis docet, rem ſane-in 
Philoſophie diſſertationibut celebrem. Wne- 
r1 enim ſolitum apud philoſophos @uod TW 0YG= 


war fint, n od, &c. Saint Auguſtine 


handles it at large in his de DialeFica, to 
whom and to Gelliws 1 referre them that 
would know more of it, Hereupon the 
Stoicks did earneſtly beſtitre themlelves 
to find out and penetrat into the Erymo- 
logie of every word, and to ſhevy the 


reaſon of it in nature ; Jukk to ſpeake truth, 
their labour tended carhet to make ſport 


unto the idle, then to give ſatisfaction 
unto the ſoberly curious. Yet the Stoicks 
were tolerable in compariſon of: ſome 
both of old and of late roo, who have 
proceeded further, laying this for their 
foundation, that vv = $ and ſyllables are 
of great power and efficacie, and have 
(lome fay :) I know not what affinitie 

and 


: =w_ = J : ; | L gh EOSRT 1 ; " Y ky ? Re , 4 
ES : IP ; : TION ITY IE SD 4L2P : LEES : 
3- Xe EEK on RE Re gar - 5 ; # bu oO : . 
AI9S/ 9 Eo ET NEAT i EI ate EI Ws 2s 0" DER - VEE Oey CES TOON = a © 
n PE EPR ID INES Maha bonghets 4 PEERS re hah Eu TT EEE a Swe oe RIM OE OV III IE DEL IN Eh : 's Oe FR . . 
if tte EET Ee I Ae ER es Sins ONE CT Bree IEEE LAOS 1. - DTT a ee” BOT EP IS - - — 7 ; 
. b 7 SO. —_ | 
m_ 
. = ' 2 
? | ; s 


and hidden correſpondence with ſtarres 
and planets. Hereupon ſome by a cer- 
taine art which they call 5yudyr{av and 
oorydouduriay, undertake in the name of e- 
very man, to read his fortune, and fo 

{| foretell great matters. I could not but 
| mention ſuch, comming ſo in my way ; 
but I will no more then mention them, 
their opinions being ſo apparantly ab- 
ſurd. But vyhy then doth Ariſtotle, vvho 

| determines it ſo peremptorily , that vo 
| 7 oro) celtv 6Hv, that no words are by na- 
ture, 1n many places ſtand upon vvords 
ſo much himſelfe, and examine their Ery- 
mologies ſo carefully 2 To this I ſay, thar 
though generally vvords goe by cuſtome, 

| yet: ſometimes they may bee ſaid to bee 
from nature » or naturall in ſome ſenſe, 
that is, ſet of purpoſe to ſet our unto us 
the-nature of ſuch and ſuch athing. There 
be many vvords of that nature, it.cannot 
be denyed , in ſome languages morethen 
others, but in all, ſome, and inthis caſe, 


LEASES 2 Se eohe 


| 5 : : 
. Pro underſtand the right Etymologie of a 
. [vvord, conduces much to the underſtan- 
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ding of the thing itlelfe. Of rthenature of 


tl meane; but not to forcrell, or foreſee 
byit any ching future ; not more then can 


bee knowne by the naturall knowledge 
of the thing itſelfe. Some vvords againe 
may bee called naturall, becauſe they doe 
wr they are uttered and pronounced 
imitate the nature of the thing itlelte, 
which they ſignifie. So for example 
when wee ſay in Latin, er# tinnitum, e- 
quorum hinnitum, ovium balatum, tubarum 
clangorem > ſtridorem catenarum, Per ſþi- 


cir, (aith Saint Auguſtine , hec verba ita 
ſonare, ut res que hu verbu ftgnificantur. 


So moſt of them that they call voces ani- 


malium proprie ; for the moſt part, both: 


in Greeke and Latin arenaturall. Againez 


cuſtome doth make ſome words natural, 
In thatitgives untothem the power and 
efhicacie of things that are naturall , to. 


produce ſome naturall effe&ts. Such are 


thole words and ſounds, . whereby 


dumme creatures : are governed . wat 


though of themſelves they be bur invalid 
words and ſounds, yet #4 »' $541 », dN- 
I : Pan. 'N 


Fa” 4 x 


done upon dum creatures with blovyes, 


or whips, or any other kind of violence, 
may bee done with them ; and ſome- 


times more. Soa man may ule himſelfe 
to tremble, or weepe, or laugh, and the 
like, at certaine words and ſounds, which 
in time ſhall have that power over his 


body, that it ſhall not be inthe power of 
his will co forbeare. Even as the ſight of 
whips and ſcourges (as wee read in an- 


cient ſtories :) hath beene more power- 


full upon ſlaves in warres, then the fight 


of more dreadfull and morrtall weapons, 
becauſe the ſmart of thoſe which they of- 
ten felt, as ſlaves, made them in time ts 
abhorre naturally and irrefiſtibly the ve- 
ry ſight of them, ſo words alſo; Long 


uſe and cuſtome may turne them into 
charmes, to make them operative upon 


nature, though of themſelvesthey have 
no naturall poweratall. All theſe things 


1 granted (whereof to diſcourſe at large, ts 


1 not 


' 4 Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
SoxznNe (as Plutarch of them in a place: ) 
through cuſtome and skilfull education, 
become ſo powerfull, that what can bee 


a 
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not my preſent purpoſe : ) it holds till 


_ nevertheleſle, as we affirmed ar firſt, that 


generally and for the moſt part, words 
are words , that is, are ſtgnificant by c#- 


ſtome. | 


Secondly, all difference of words and 
phraſes int point of elegancie, or barbarif- | 


me, is altogether from cuſtome. Hence it 


is, that thoſe expreſsions which in ſome 
language are moſt proper and elegant, in 
another are moſt ridiculous and barba- 
rous, neither is there any reaſon at all for 


the moſt in nature, either for the one, or 


for the other , but. that uſe and cuſtome 
hath ſo determined. it , whoſe will and 


pleaſure ſtands for reaſon in thele caſes. 
Iris crue, that Grammartans have taken 
great paines to reduce ordinarie. words 
and ſpeeches to ſome: certaintie. of analo- 


vie, Without which Grammar 1s no Art; 
and ſomewhat it is that they have: done 
in this kind for the caſter teaching and 
learning of languages. Yet doth cuftome 
herein maintaine the power of her ſove- 
raigntie., upon. words and ſpeeches, in 


that : 
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that:when ſhee pleaſes, ſhe breakes the 
rules, and ſtriftelt bonds of beſt approo- 
ved Analogie, and ſuffers no rule of 
Grammar to paſle without an exception. 
All matter of elegancic then or babariſme 
being but a matter of cuſtome, as it is no 
wonder to ſee filly people for want of 
knowledge, either to vyonder,or to {coffe 
at the expreſsions of other languages , 
vyvhen they heare ſtrangers {peake the 
vyords of the Countrey perchance,, but 
uſe; their owne. phraſes and exprelsions , 
So I cannot but wonder thar in all ages 
men-that have beene moſt ambitious to 
be thought learned, have ſtood ſo much. 
uponelegancie, as | find they have.done. 


'Theancient Heathens, Philoſophers, and 


others, did object, many things, I know, 
againſt the Goſpel of Chriſt , but I doe 
not find that any thing generally did in 
very truth make them ſo averſe from it,as 


the language , moſt of the New Tefta-_ 


- ment being yvritten in Greeke words in- 


deed,. ſome few excepted ; but for the 
moſtparr, in phraſes and expreſsions that . 
V 3} "2 Are? 
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are meerely Hebrew ; and the Latin 
Tranſlation being a mixtureof both, both 
of Hebrew and Greeke phraſes, rather 
then Latin, that was Latin rruely, aCc- 
cording to the cuſtome of thoſe times. So 
hard a thing it vvas for them, that had 
beeneuled to Plato and Ariſtotle, and the 
like,to reliſh ſuch a ſtyle, much leſſeto re- 
yerence it. A ſtyle nevertheles ,vvhich they 
would have chought elegant enough, bad 
they beene uſed to it , as on the other 
ſ1de, that of Plato or Ariſtotle bur courſe 
and barbarous , had not the power of 
cuſtome interpoſed , and diſpoſed their 
eares and palates to it. A late writer of 


Efſayes treating of the power of cuſtome ; 
_ after many ſtrange inſtances. brings chis, 


as I remember, among others, as one *" 
the ſtrangeſt , "Thai fome certain people 
of the World, ſhould bee governed by 
Lavves that are written in a ſtrange un- 
knowne tongue. Certainly if the uſe ofa 
{ſtrange rongue in one Countrey in point 
of Law (vvhich would not be much bet- 
ter underſtood, though it were in the vul- 
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gear tongue : ) bee a thing ſo much to bee 
admired, I thinke he might have found 
ſomewhat that is done in a ftrange 
tongue in many . Countreys againſt all 
grounds of ſenſe or reaſon, much more to 
bee wondred at. But whereas ſome o- 
thers, to increaſe the wonder, deride and 
defame the ſaid tongue as barbarous,they 
rather make themſelves an inſtance of the 
power of cuſtome:that makes them thinke 
ſo ſtrange, and ſpeake ſo ſcornefully of a 
rongue once thought very ſweet and ele- 
gant, by them that were uſed unto it; then 
perſwade us to wonder at others, that 
make no wonder of it, 
Thirdly, cuſtome advanceth or abaleth 
words at pleaſure, making them that 
once were vile to become honorable ; 
and thoſe that were honorableto become 
vile; yea vvords of title, ro become words 
of reproach, and words of reproach to 
become words of title. What once knave, 
and ballad were in old Engliſh , when 
David was termed the knave of the Lord . 
and the ſong of ſongs, called the ballad of 
ballads: 
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ballaas ; is yet too freſh, to be forgotten. 


Notarius was once a Title for a Secretarie 
of State, when Secretaries of State, were 
at the higheſt, and then Cancellarius was 
an obſcure name, and of little reſpect. 
Now it is quite contrary, and hee would 
bee thought (and reaſon he ſhould, ſince 
cuftome hath otherwiſe commanded it H 
tro commit a monſtrous ſole&ciſme _ 
ſhould now ule thoſe Latine words, 
they were uſed when Latin was in oe: 1 
doe not know any thing to the contrarie, 
but that men were as ſcrupulous to tell a 
lyein former ages as they are now ; nay 
fr ſome reaſons I ſhould thinke more. As 
firſt, becauſe the art of equivocation was 
not then knowne, much lefle the praiſes 
ofit. and againez becauſe 2s Tullic hath 
caught mee, the ancient Romans were ſo 
cautelous in their ſolemne atteſtations, as. 
that, were they never ſo certaine of a_ 
thing , yetthey avoyded as much as they 
_ religionts & pudorts cauſa, vvords 
of peremproric and conhdent afleverati- 
on : rather uſ1 ng ( which hee cals ver bum 


confede- 


Yet a man might have told another wen- 
tirs, that hee did ye, (of the Latin word [I 
find it obſerved by others; and of the He- 
brew, wee have examples of it in Scrip= 
ture, as ti. Reg. iv. 16.) without any 
great either offence, or breach of civilitie; 
which now to give, though but to ano- 
ther bee he neyer lo vile, in the preſence 
ofa man of faſhion, is greateſt incivili- 
tie. But of all things in this kind, I moſt 
vvonder at that ſome tell us of the vvord 
Baſtard, which they ſay was once rather 

a Ticle of Honor, among great ones, then 
a note of infamie. Soe Pontus Honterus : 
Poſtremd, ſaith he » quam lenge abfuerit 
n0oſtrorum naſutulorum opinio, ab ejut tem- * 
ports nobilium ſententia, vel ex eo apparet, 
quod nothi Burgundi e Philippo Bono 
xati , omiſſis Ducum , Comitum, Marchio- 
num, Baronumg, titultr, alits omnibus pr etu- 
lerict BASTARDI nomen, [cribentes in 
armoris Gentilitiis ſcutts publics ac 'privatim 
hoc tantum modo,Corn. Ant. Phil. Bald. Da- 
vid,Vc. Burgundie BASTARDYS. Ex 
A © Fo. 
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quo luce clarius apparet, WW. Cnnaax 


theſe, ſoordinary now, Clarw, illuſtrir, 


and the like, how infinitly wee are gone. 


from their firſt uſe, hath beene obſerved 
by divers, and exactly diſcourled of, as 
alſo of ſundry others of the ſame kind, by 


_ our learned Selden in his Titles of Ie 
nor. It was once a queſtion among Phi- 


lolophers, an aliquid turpe in verby ; and 
becauſe they could proove , as they 


thought, by good arguments that no. 


vvord was of itfelte tyrpe or ob/canum . 

and that it could likewile bee ſhewved , 
. thatzurpe was not in rebus iþfis, or natura; 
” ſome went ſo farre as to conclude, that, 

turpe nibil in rerum natura ; but to "Bs 
celt and opinion onely., What arguments 
they uſed, what inſtances to make this 


good, you may read in one of (iceroes 
Epiſtles, which begins, Amo verecundi- 
am, Velut Porticus (it 15 commonly prin- 


GS: vel potius, withour any ſenfe or rea- 


ſon , wee are beholding to learned 


men for this emendation :) !ibertatem-lo- 


quendi, &c. But by their favour, though 
| te: 


Rh Rn er eat 


hs” 4 Treatiſe 2 of Fe c nt c -uſtome. 


 1t ſhould be granted (which I'doe not : ) 


neg, inre,ned, in verbo, trucly and proper- 
ly; yet I denye their conlequence, nihil 
eſſetertium : for a tertium here, is, conſue- 
zudo, which reaſon and naturedoe oblige 
us unto 1n thele caſes, and hee is very re- 
ally an uncivill immodeſt man, that doth 
not conforme to (uſtome, where by right 
it is, and ought to be unto us actually zan- 
quam altera natura : that is, where cuſtome 
1s not oppoſite unto, but grounded upon 


_ nature and reaſon. 


But now generally in matter of words, 
titles, and compliments, and the like, 
whether | it bee the part of a civill modeſt 
man , ablo]utely ro conforme unto the c#u- 


ſtome of his times whatever it be , may be 
doubted. I doe not find that che ancient 


primitive Chriftians made any fcrupule 
atall ro ſtyletheir Emperors though Hea- 
then, and cruell perfecuters of the Saints, 


ſands . . yea ſanifimos ; moſt ſacred ;| 
whereof we have ſome examples in Buſs 


| bius. For indeed ſanu and ſantifimus,' 


were anciently, moſt properly attributed 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
to ſupreme powers , whether Civill or 


_ Eccleſtaſticall. Ceremonies Deorum , ſan- 


ftitas Regum, laith Iuliu Ceſar in Sucto- 
nius ; that as religious worſhip is proper 


unto the Gods, ſo unto Kings to be ſtyled 


| and accounted ſacred. . But numen and al- 


zaria, and the like, I wonder how Chri- 
ſtian cares could away with, yet allowed 
(time was : ) even to Chriſtian Empe- 


rors, and uſed þy them ſpeaking of them-- 
ſelves; (as forexample in the Code, n0- 
 ſtrualtariburſurgeſtio offertur, and, de no- 


ſtris altaribus petunt, Gc.) which is not 
likely their Chriſtian. eares would have 
borne, had not the power of cuſtome 
hardned them unto it. Hee is not a civill 
man now of late yeares among us, that 
thinkes much to ſubſcribe himſelfe ſer- 
Vant, though it be unto his equall, or in- 
ferior. Yet Sulpitins Severus was - once - | 


- ſoundly chid by Paulinu the Biſhop of 


Nola, tor ſubſcribing (or -rather proſcri- | 
bing, as the cuſtome was then :) himſelfe- | 
his ſervant, in a letter of his. But you-'| 
{ball heare himſelfe ſpeake, if you pleaſe, | 
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and what hee thought of it : In Epiſtole 
titulo, imitari preſrantem in omnibus mihi 
fraternitatem tuam timui ; quia tutius cre- 
aidi vere ſcribere. Cave ergo poſthac Ser- 
vw Chriſti in libertatem vocatus, homin#s, & 
fratris, & conſervi inferior ſervum te ſub- 
 fſeribere: quia peccatum adulations eſt ma- 
£ths quam humilitatts juſtificatio, bonorem 
uni Domino, uni magiſtro ſuper terram, unt' 
Deo debitum, homini cuilibet, ne dicam miſe- 
rimo peccatori, deferre. His words are 
ſomewhat ambiguous , whether hee 
meanes uni Domino, uni Magiftro, and uni 
Deo, all of one, or rather (as I rather be- 
leeve:) partitively, allowing us the uſe of 
_ this word, to thofe that are truely our 
Lords and maſters upon earth. Burt what- 
ever his meaning was, itis certaine that 
the vwword 1s extreamely abuſed now a- 
| dayes; and moſt abuled by them that 
f wks leaſt; and care as little to learne. 
| what belongs unto true humilitie , and 
| whereinitdothconſfiſt. Now inthisand 
| thelikecaſes, it were happy if inallpla-- 
1 cum places afford ſuch : ) ſome of - 
d. X3 the 
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A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 


the wiſer and graver ſort of men, would 
agree by their joynt conſtancie and gravi- 
ty to reliſt both in matter of faſhions that 
belong unto cloaths, and in thoſe that be- 
long unto vvords, the vanitie, fickleneſle, 
fooliſhnefle of ordinarie worldly men, 
vvho have nothing to bulie their idle 
braines with, but to invent and follow 
new faſhions. "Then vvere .it an eahte 
thing for any ſober man to maintaine 
and embrace conſenſum prudentum ( as 
wiſe men preſcribe in other things ) the 
conſent of tome (though fewer in num- 
| ber: ) thatare wile, then vulgarem conſu- 
etudinem, the cuſtome of the common peo- 
ple(ordinary wordlings I meane: )which 
commonly likes that beſt, which is 
worſt, And certainely they ſhould: bee 
much to blame in my judgement that 
vvould not doe it. But when a cu{Fome in 
this kind (though vaine, yet not abſolute- 
ly impious : ) is.become ſo generall thar 
4 man cannot avoyd it, except he will be | 
{ingular , a man I thinke may ſafely e-_ 
nough (in theſe things which of their na- 
ture 
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ture are indifferent : ) condeſcend unto it 
to avoyd lingularitie , which alwayes re- 
liſhes - ſonevvancof charitie, and is of- 
tentimes the effets of a woeſe diſeaſe, 


pride and ſelfe-conceit. And ſo much be 


ſpoken concerning yyords. 


A S God both in regard of his will, 


and in regard of his Natures is ab- 

ſolutely immutable, in a tranſcen- 
_ dent kind of immurabilitie, beyond all 
compariſon, nay beyond all imagination 
of man , which Saint Tames to exprefle in 


ſome ſort, after hee had ſaid that there & 


no variableneſſe with God , nor content 


with that, addes elegantly , \ 4 Eomng Save 


TXIdLTU, or ſhadow of turning . ) So it ſtands 
with reaſon, that both the worſhip of 
God, and the opinions of men touching 
God ſhould be as invariable , at leſt more 
Rs” 7 then any other ching, the&ob- 
ject. whereof | is worldly and murable. 
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Cuſtome a man would thinke of all 


things in the world ſhould have leſle to 


_ doe with things of this nature. Burt it 1s 


quite otherwile. For in very truth of all 


things inthe World, there is nothing ge- 
nerally that goes by cuſtome fo much as. 
religion doth, both in point of practice, 


and in point of opinions. So that there is 


nothing ſo horrible of itſelfe , or ſo ridi- 


_culous in the judgement of reaſon and 


common ſenſe in point of opinions , 
which long cuſtome (it men bee not very 


_ warie of it, and with beſt care and dili- 
gence ule thoſe meanes to prevent it,that 
ſound reaſon and true philoſophie doe 
preſcribe :) will not make moſt plauſible 


and acceptable: TING PR udray WELOIOY 
EP0%y Ws OIxelaAy 19) Mn In T mXavly Gs, mo v 


apxdifwa, cuſkome having once got the 


ſtrength of long continuance, infinuates er- 
% 
rors and impoſtures ( bee they never ſo 
oroſle : ) into the minds of moſt men under 
the ſhape and repreſentation of genuine 

truth : So Inuſtin Martyr, who fercheth 
hcnce eſpecially the origine of Idolacrie. 


And 


T 


aig.» ris NS 
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And @rigin addes that of all Cuſtomes, 
none ſticke ſo faſt in the mind when 
once ſettled: there, none ſo hard to bee 
wiped and waſhed off, as thoſe which he 
elegantly cals @/ oats m Nouan, thatis, 
the cuſtomes of opinion and dottrine, bee 
they right or wrong. To this wee may 
adde the obſervation of Nicetas the 
Greeke Hiſtorian , from domeſticke ex- 
perience, who having particularly inſtan-_ 
ced, in the ancient Chriſtian inhabirants 
of the Pouſguſ an poole, then halfe Tur- 
kiſh in their rites and cuſtomes, concludes 
upon It generally, that 2209s x eqmovFey 699; 
uot x54 Spnoxel 25 697 i229 T9), Long Cul - 
 flome hath more power then either nature or 
religion. Hence it is perchance thar the 
Hebrew 77, odds pro erly, which often 
[1gnifies cuſtome> is alſo taken ſometimes 
for religion-or dofFrine. Al. 
Now the reaſon why eafiwrcat doe 
more in/point' of religion, then it carvin 
| other things, is firſt} becauſe rhe obje&t- 
of relioion, i is ofall others the furtheſt off 


- 
both from the ſenſes, and/from the reach 
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of humane reaſon, which makes men the 
more apt, in things ſo abſtruſe and fo far 
exceeding the ſtrength of humane ratioci- 
nation, to content themſelves with what 


they have received from their forefathers, 


preſuming that they had it by ſome reve- 
lation, or other from above. This made 
Ariſtotle , who did not love to ſpeake of 


things, but upon demonſtrable grounds 


of reaſon and nature, not to meddle 
much in all his writings, with things di- 
vine; concerning either God or religion, 
as hee himlelfe gives the reaſon of it, in 
his de part. animalinum, % 1 &, oy ms a6 
cut, x%] EL Gy C4 Stvay T3 4, TAUTEA Gl 
641v , AJ _ Paries xT T ay. profeſ- 
ſing there that hee preferred the know- 
ledge of things divine, farre beyond any 
other knowledge , but. could: ſay bur lit- 


tle of it nevertheles for want of certaine- 


grounds. Plato, hee was altogether for 
Divinitie, it is true, the immortalicic of 


the ſoule, and the rewards of a godly life 
in the world to come, and the like, being 


his chicfteſt ſubject in almoſt all his Trea- 
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tiſes : for which, as hee was much admi- 


red by the ancient Farhers ofthe Church, 
ſoin all ages :hec hath beene knowne by 


the Title of Divine Plato. Yet Plato 
himſclfe doth ingenuouſly acknowledge 


the imperfection of his knowledge in 


this kind as both deficient and uncer- 
taine. Witneſle this divine paſlage of his, 
To & ow Gm NiguerrnaJuy TW £4 Vos 
9 Nene, & mpemry vour Eon WIpi, 8c. 
In another place hee ſaith plainely , that 
Without %is 2a&yv 70s, ſome divine reve- 
lation from above, © (4<t5 EdStvey oy To) yu 
Gi, to know the certaintis of theſe things in 
the world, is either abſolutelys4mpoſsible, 
or extreamely difficult. If therefore ©P1a- 
to himſelfe , ceteris philoſophis gentium 
longe lated, prelatus , ſaith Saint Augu- 


ſtine : 0 KV0G TAWTWY ENNHVOY a 17k os rae 9Wwy 


levozc, that admirable Philoſopher ( faith 
Euſebius : ) who of all Heathen Philoſophers 
and writers, wat the onely, that reached unto 
the very porch of iruths Sacrarie © it he ne- 
vertheles , was ſo much to leeke him- 
ſelfe, and ſo unlatisfyed; no wonder if 

Ys ordinaric 
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ordinarie mens unto whon the day ftarrs 
of heavenly truth was nor, or is not yet 
ariſen, havethought it their ſateft courſe 
inall ages, in point of religion eſpecial- 
ly, 7% TTL Ger av, x&! Yeagia 1 (As Athe- 
 nagoras the Chriſtian Plv!oſopher {peakes 
and ſhewes inthe beginning of his Apo- 
logie ; ) to keepe them cloſely to the rites 
and cuſtomes of their forefathers, bee they 
never ſo ridiculous and abſurd. 

| Another reaſon why cuſtome is ſo 
powerfull in matters of Religion, 1s be- 
cauſe men for the molt part, every where 
are for the things of this preſent World, 
as profit, or pleaſure, or the lice; as for 
thoſe things that belong aznco their 
ſoules, they thinke of them as matters of 
another world indeed ; that is, as matters 
that doe not much concerne them, and 
for which they ſee no reaſen why they 
ſhould oyermuch-trouble their thoughts. 
Iris true, that faction and violene oppoſt- 
tion are taken for zeale in moſt places, 
and thoſe men thought vulgarly very re- 
ligious, that hare them moſt fiercely, thar- 


_ are- - 


A Franſoe Fe anda.” 


_ arenot of their opinions; of which kind 
of men there is ſtore enough in all places, 


and of ail profeſsions. Bur religion, or 


faith well grounded (andifitbenot well 


grounded , how we can be ready ro give 
an account of it unto others, as Saint Pe- 
zer would have us, I know not:) isquite 


another thing. Wee ſpeake not here of 


illiterate men or women, whole capaci- 


tie (for no man 1s accountable for more 
then hee hath received, ſo hee make good 


ule of itto his utmolt :) doth not reach ro. 


ſuch either preparation or examination, 
as both the Scriptures and right reaſon 


doe require , ro proceed rationally and. 


with judgement in ſuch a bulineſle. 
It is to bee feared that of them that want 


not judgement and capacitie in other 


things of the world which they take 


more to heart, there are. but few to bee 


* 


found inno place, that make that uſe of 
either (all prejudice and partialitie being 


layd aſide :) that were fitting in matter of 


religion. And ſoit comes tO paſle that eve- 


ry whereand generally, though tevy be- 
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leeveit, or ed ic it, yer bi in very truth, 
the belcefe of moſt men if i bee well 
looked into, is rather cuſtome, then any 
thing elle. 

| Butto the end tha the power of c#- 
{tome in matter of Religion, may the bet- 


ter appeare unto them that are none of 


the moſt quickſighted of themſelves, nor 
diſpoſed to take any great paines by the 
helpe of long tedious philoſophicall ſpe- 
culations to penetrate into the truth of 
things, wee will here take into our con- 

{ideration ſome one of the many religi- 
ons that have beene in great uſe and re- 
queſt among men in former dayes : and 
of all the reſt, wee will make choice of 
that purpoſely, which inthe judgement 
ofall men that were not bred and obliged 
unto it, hath ever beene accounted the 
moſt ridiculous; unnaturall and prodi- 
ious, I will not therefore here ſpeake of 

them that have worſhipped the Sunne 
and the Moone, and the ſtarres, Fc. the 
moſt glorious objects that ſenſuall wor- 
{hippers could pitck upon ; and which 


{ſome 
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ſome ancients grounding upon a wrong 


interpretation of the words of Moſes, 


Dent. 4.19. {eemeto bee of opinion that 
it was In ſome manner permitted to the 
Nations of the world to doe , till the 
comming of Chriſt. Nor yet of them, 
that have worſhipped ſtocks and ſtones, 


the worke of their owne hands, whoſe 


plauſible prerence for their grofle idola- 
trie hath beene in all ages, that they wor- 
ſhipped not the figures themſelves in 


ſight, butthe inviſible Deities repreſen- 


ted unto them by thoſe figures. Thoſe 
that I will inſtance in ſhall bethey, whoſe 
' religion was to worſhip thoſe things, 
which reaſon and nature in the judge- 
ment of all other nations hath made unto 
man either contemptible or abominable;, 
the ancient Egyptians I meane, whole 


greateſt Deities by them: adored with 


all poſſible reverence, were dogges , 


and cats; toades and crocodiles , and 
the like Of whom among others the: 


Latin Satyriſt yyorthily, 


Qui 


| | A Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
_ Quuy neſcit Voluft Bithinica qualia 


demens 
Aegyptu portenta colat ? croco- 
dilon: adorat 7 


' Pars hac : illa pavet ſtaturam ſer- 
_ pemtibwy tbim | 
Effigies ſacri nitet aurea cerco- 


 pithect, Wc. 


How they came fhrſt to reſolve upon 


ſuch horrible worſhip , they that have 
moſt curiouſly ſearched into. it, as Diod. 
Siculw, and others, could never , though 
they purpoſely conferred with the moſt 
learned Mgyptians of thole dayes, find 
out certainely. Itis moſt likely, that they 
were at firſt compelled unto it by their 
princes and governours for ſome politick 
ends and conſiderations. Bur in after 


ages, when this worſhip , how ſtrange 


and uncouth ſoever atfirlt , was'once be- 


come cuſtomarie and hereditary unto 
them, with what approbation of judge- 
ment and affe@ion otheart (to the ready- 


torſaking of their goods, lives, and liber- 
— + - ml 
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ties for it : ) they then did embrace and 
practiſe it, ancient hiſtories, ſuch as can- 


not by any ſober man bee queſtioned , 


beare record unto this day. I will not 


bring here what we read in ſome of 


them, becauſe it may be queſtioned with 


amorecolour, of great adyantages in wars 


wittingly and willingly forgone by the 
#gyprians by reaſon of their ſuperſtiti- 
on; yea how they have choſen rather to 
yeeld themſelves unto their enemies , 


when they might have had the beſt of it, 


then to violate though but the bare 


hignes and pictures of thoſe beaſts which 


were ſacred unto them. But the teſtimo- 


nie of Diod. Siculw, (whole words a- _ 


mong others, are #7 5 7s a Sepnm? yu 
ov 


P wand CHTETNXEY 1 (Te95 Tz Cala GUT Nfodx1 ge. 
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77295 7 ww, nul, &c. Thi ſuperſtition 


of” theirs cleaveth ſo faſt unto their ſoules 
(or, ts ſo penetratively infuſed into their ve- 
ry ſoules :)and ſo immoovably bent and affe- 
Fed are they every one of them to the worſhip 


_ of theſe creatures, &c.) and thole inſtan- 
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ces that hee brings, whereof he was an 


cye witneſle, of their zeale to their reli-_ 
g10n, no man can queſtion with any co- 


lour of reaſon. And Tullie ſpeakes of it, 


as ofathing known to all the World, and 
whereof examples were obvious in his 


_ dayes; Aegyptiorum morem (faith he, and 


marke by the way, that hee cals it morem, 


by which word he cloſely adſcribes itun- 


ro cuſtome : ) qut ignorat ? quorum imbut 
mentes pravitatis erroribus, quamVvu carnt- 
ficinam prius ſubierint, quam ibim aut aſpi- 
dems aut felem, aut canem, aut crocodilum 
Violent ; quorum etiam fi imprudentes quip- 
piamfecerints penam nullamrecuſent. Such 
was their zeale to their religion, againſt 
naturezrealon,and common lenle,groun- 
ded upon cuſtome onely : whereby it may 
appeare, that bare zeale, without due 
oblervation of other circumſtances, is 
but a weake and uncertainetriall of the 
Truth. | 
| Now to inſtance (as I have former- 
ly: ) in ſome things of our dayes like- 
wiſe, and in our owne praGtiſe, it will 
-” bee 


x 
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bee hard for me to find an inſtance that 
' will be generally thought ſo pertinent, 
becauſe though the matter bee of irſelfe 
never ſo ſtrange, yet cuſtome having made 
it familiar, it will not ſeeme ſtrange unto 
ordinary men, whole underſtanding 
though they knowi it not, is blinded by it. 
the more dangerouſly blinded the leſſe 
they ſuſpect itto be ſo. But to them that 
are yet free, or at leaſt will hereafter uſe 
the meanes to vindicat themſelves into 
the libertic of a ſound judgement accor- 
ding totruth and reaſon: to them I dare 
boldly ſay, that it is not more ſtrange 


(not more (ſtrange , I lay no more: ) ei-. 


ther that ſome people of the World 
ſhould worlhip no God at all, or that 
ſome ſhould with thoſe ancient Agypti- 
ans, whom we have ſpoken of, worthip 
dozs and cats for their Gods, then that 
Chriltians , contrarie , not onely to rea- 
ſon and even common lenfe it [ife, bur 
alſo to the dire example of Chriſt, the 
founder of their religion , {ſhould behave 


therlelyes ſo prophanelyin their Chur- 
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ches erected to the honour of. ticir God, 

and makelo lictle reckoning of them, = 
they doe in many places. ot Europe. yy 
not onely doe it > but in lome places 
(which is ſtrangeſt of all :) chinke chem- 
ſelves the purer and {ounder Chriſtians, 


that they doeſo.'' Were it bur for the le 


of Iewes and Gentiles, who cannot but 
abhorre that Religion , that allovves of 
iuch profaneſle in and abour places de- 
dicated to the worſhip of God , were 
there no more 1n it Kt ſo . Yetit is ap- 
parantly againſt the lawes of trac Chri- 
{tianitie (which of all others, are moſt ſe - 
Vere againſt all wilfull fcandals:) that 
ſuch irreverence ſhould be allowed. I am 
the bolder to ſay, that it 1s againſt true 
Chriſtianitie, :becaulc | LLGs 7 it was not 
ſo, when ag Chriſtianitie did moſt 
flouriſh. And truely, he thatſhould have 
ſeene in the times of the primitive 
Church devout Chriſtians not daring ſo 


much as to touch a Bible without firſt 


waſhing of their hands in token of reve- 
rence; and in their Churches in great hu- 
militie 
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militie ſtooping ſometimes to the very 


oxound, ( whence as Itake it, are thote 


a ae 07401 TV % [a Sa Pw) , ſalutations > OL 
kiſgirgs of the boly pavements , mentioned 
in the 14s Orientale: ) yea directly , ter- 


ramfrone concutientes, as Saint Auguſtine 


Ipeakes 1n a place; or as Saint Chryſoſt ome, 


@f 10S; ears Pirrious Gy, 1% TY {ETUTW T $927] 
T7, proſtrating themſelves quite downe, 


and beating the ground with their foreheads, 
(which though it were not abſolutely re- 
quired of any, but ſuch as were either to 
bee baptized, or did folemne penance; 
whence emzra for proſtratio, as Billius 
hath long agoe taughtus : yet was volun- 
tarily performed by them of the deyouter 
ſort, as appeares by Saint Chryſoſtome, 
tom. Vi. Ay. £4. Who cals them there a>:v- 
Seycie x Ae mpetuss, that did it, in oppo- 
ſition to cold careles worſhippers :) and 
the like : And ſhould now ſec holy Bibles 


prophanely tofled up and downe as they | 


are, ordinarie men entring into Churches, 


with ſuch geſture and countenance, ra- 


ther as if they entred with authoritie to 
f » # git. 
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diſpoſſeſle God', then to . humble them- 
ſelves before him; and in time of divine 
ſervice carrying themſelves in them ac- 
cordingly . moreover, divers making no 
conſcience to doethat about and againſt 
conſecrated walis of Churches, which 
common civilitie doth prompr us to for- 
beare about private houles, thoſe of our 
betters at leſt , certainely he would hard- 
ly be brought to beleeve that things fo 


contrary could proceed from men of the | 


ſame Religion ;.or rather indecd , to be- 
leeve; that men that had any lenſe of any 
religion at all, be it whatit will, could be 
ſo ſecurely and (enſele{ly prophane. How 
ever, though it bee not unlikely in this 
atheiſticall age, that many doe it becauſe 
they have ſaid intheir hearts that there no 
God . and in this ſacrilegious age of pur- 
poſe, becauſe it concernes their profit and 


_ ungodly defignes, that conſecrated places 


bee made common, and profaned , Yet 
God forbid wee ſhould judge ſo unchari- 
rably of all that offend in this kind , but 
rather judge and beleeve, that it is no- 


thing 
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thing elſe but the power of cuſtome , and 
the want of due coniideration, that leads 
them into it, and makes them inſenſible 
of their 1 impietie. One thing Iam ſure of, 
what ever wee thinke of the buſines, that 
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Turkes and Pagans (what advantages {o- 
ever wee have over them in other re- | 
{pects :) may ſooner hope to bring us in t 
P M P 5 IE 


time to their religion, by their outward 
TREES reverence and devotion in du- 
ties of religion, then we hope ever by all 
our knowledge to doe good upon them, 
as long as wee continue ſo prophane. | 
preſſe it the more, that the power of 
cuſtome , Which makes us ſo unſenſ{ibly 
( though otherwile, I make no queſtion, 
many of us affectionately defiring the 
converſion of-Iewes and Gentiles :) to 
paſle over all theſe conſiderations, and to. 
doe ſtill what we have done, hbe3 it right 
or wrong ; may the better appeare. 

So mach being ſpoken hitherto of the 
power of cuſtome in matters of religion, 


and having ſuthciently (as I conceive ) 
ſhewed 


GE EIST DAE 
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ſhewed it here allo to bee great; wee are_ 
now (according to the method that wee 
have followed in the two former parts :) 
to proceed to the coni1deration of the va- 
liditie of it, according to right and rea- 
ſon; and that both in point of doctrine, 
and in point of practiſe, thatis, in the a- 
gendt and the credendi(tor there is no Re- 
ligion but hath theſe two parts :)of Reli- 


gion, And herein as of my felfe Iam ve- 


ry willing to þe but ſhort; ſo when I con- 


der the things themſelves, I doe not ſee 


thatT ſhall need to be very long. For Re- 
ligion, though it goe beyond Nature and 
policie very farre, yet it is grounded in 
part upon the ſame foundations, as both 


Nature and policieare. As for example, 


particulars inthings naturall, muſt yeeld 
and conforme to the generall if need bee, 
though it beagainſt their owne particular 
nature. So Water to prevent a- Vacuum ; 
andthelike. Amaineground of policie, 
Salw populiſuprema lex eſto. So in matter | 
of Chriſtianitie too : as itis, fully both | 

: | and | 


Ten” NOR crofa 7-15-00 EM 
and OO TO "IC; 
4 "FEM < a N I ; * 
os ES Ten 3. 
Ret 
7 


4 Treatiſe of Vſe and Cuſtome. 
and very elegantly , expreſſed by Saint 


Chryſoſtome in theſe words , Tom x40 
2£4514vioued TY THAJoTery , TYT? 0855 meet w- 
/Auos, avty 1 xopuÞn n ajcwrxTwo, To, mz xown 


aVu Gees 1TH EnTy. Thu 1u therule of perfett 


Chriſtianitie » this the utmoſt bounds , (or, 


_ exatt definition :) thu the higheſt top of it, 


zo ſecke thoſe things that are profitable to 


the publicke. Many things therefore for- 


merly - delivered , are here applyable. 


Bur yer to expreſſe my ſelte ſomewhat 
more particularly herein allo, we thus 


briefly; 7 

Firſt, In thoſe things that are of the 
very ſubſtance of religion, and trench up- 
on the principall end of it, whether in 


matter of practiſe or do&rine, cuſ#ome 1s 


not conſiderable. 

The end, as all men know that are 
wile, isthe principall thing in all things. 
And to this purpole is Ariſtotles dodtrine 


inthe firſt of his Ecthicks of difference of 


ends , ſome principall and abſolute 


| (which inhis phraſe wee may call >24- 
TETWIKAX TAn 3) ſome ſecondarie and ſub- 


Aa ordinat, 
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| ordinat, of very good uſe and moment. 


In the holy Scriptures, though a man 
mecte with many changes, varieties,and 
alterations, according to varietie of times 
and places ; yet hee that ſhall read and 


obſerve them with due care and dili- 


gence, may obſerve the great things of the 


Law, as one of the Prophets cals them; 
or as it 1s inthe New Teſtament, zz Gapr- 
Tr@% Ty Your , the weightier matters of the 
Law, to be ſtill the ſame. Theſe to un- 
derſtand truely, and carefully to practiſe, 
is true Religion both and happines. 
Secondly, In things externall condu- 
cing more or lefſe ( ſo they conduce, 
though but in a lefle degree , and nor 
crofle dire&ly : ) to the maine end, ſupe- 
riors may yeeld, ſometimes if they fee 
occaſion, and inferiors if wiſe and ra- 
tionall , muſt alwayes ſubmit uato c#- 


ftome . though otherwile of it ſelfe, per-_ 


chance, not ſo fit and commendable. 
Superiors cannot propoſe unto: them- 


ſelves a better example to imitate, then 


_ God himſelfe. God. did indulge many 


things. 
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things unto the Iewes, which otherwiſe 
hee wonld not have liked , becauſe they 
had beene long uſed to the ſuperſtitions 
of the- Egyptians. So ſay divers of the 
Fathers, and rightly, I thinke : and this 
in God, they call properly, his TUY KATH = 
Caow, or condeſcention. Of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles ſomething might bee ſaid, and 
hath beene ſaid by others to this purpoſe. 
But certaine it is, that the ancient Fathers 
_ of the Primitive Church, men Apoſtoli- 

call, and others (as it is acknowledged 

by allmen that know any thing of Anti- 

quitie:) in inſtiruting rites and ceremo- 
nies Eccleſiaſticall, had great reſpe& un- 
to thole rites and cu/tomes,wwhether ſacred 
or Civill, that the firſt Chriſtians had 
beene uſed unto, before their converſion 
unto Chriſtianiſme. Now if this courſe 
bee warrantable , where the change is ab- 
ſolute from one Religion to another, it 
mult needs bee more plauſible and expe- 
dient in point of reformation ; wherein 


the more we yeeld unto cuſtome in things 


not (ſo ſubſtanciall, the more likely wee 
> Aa2 [an 
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are to ſpeed in the redreſle of more mate- 
riall abuſes. As for inferiors, to them 
7M properly belong the words of Saint Au- 
TT guſtine, In itrrebus de quibus nihil ſtatuit 
V6  ſeripturadivina , mos populi Dei, vel inſti- 
: 8  xuta majorum pro lege zenenda ſunt. In 
thoſe things that are not apparantly con- 
trary to the word of God, for private 
_ 3 et men , though otherwile upon grounds 
__ ©3008 never ſo plauſtble ro oppole their opini- 
=_ on to cither cuſtome or authoritie, where- | 
by the peace of the, Church may: bee-in- 
danger; though it may goe for zeale in 
this World, yet.certainely in the world to. 
come, and before an higher Iudge, it will 
be found (and for ſuch puniſhed, 1 feare) 
either erolſe wilfull Ignorance., or ex- 
treme arrogancie. 
Thirdly, In matters-of doctrine ahd-: 
truth, though every truth bee.precious of 
rſelfe ,and ever to be preterred beforeany 
_ privat 6 ih yet. all truth 1s not alwayes: 
| ſeaſonable to. be divulged , where. the er- 
_ ror 1s generall , and cannot bee oppoſed. 

without much ſcandal. 
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As there be cuſtomes in matter of a&ti- 
on, ſo1n matter of opinion too ;.lince (as 
hath becne ſhewed : ) opinions goe by 
cuſtome, as much as any thing : Whence it 
is that in the Ius Orientale, you ſhall find 
7 £9», Or, cuſtomes divided into #3 byua- 
Tix, that 1s cuſtomes in point of' doftrine, 
and.e, CHKANARGING 3 cuſt omes in point of 
diſcipline, or prattice ; that is, rites and 


ceremonies. In matter of opinion then the: 
power of cuſtome is in ſome degree conht- 


derable,as well as in-other things. Civali- 


anstell us, that: Error aliquando jus facit ; 
and our common Lawyers allo; thata 
Common error: by their Law , for publicke. 
quiets ſake goethfor a Law. Finch of Law, 
Þ- 40. I will not ſtand to examine upon' 


what ground they ſpeake it;; becauſe. I 


doe not meane to ground upon them, 
though I could not bur take notice of: 
their words by theway. Nolite ſanftum 
canibu , and , keepe. thy faith to thy ;ſelfe, 


(not generally to be underſtood, wee doe 


notmeane; but in ſome caſes onely:) and 


ſome other ſuch paſſages, are more to our 


Aa}, purpoſe. 
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purpoſe by farre , then any thing that the 
Law either common or Civill can tell us. 
But the argument is tickliſh. I leave che 
reſt to the Angelicall Doctor in his 22*. q. 
42. 2.7. Virum bona ſpiritualia fint propter 


ſcanlalum dimittenda. So farre at leait, I 


could wiſh al men would take itto heart, 


 asnoteaſily for their owne onely privat 
_ ends and purpoſes (as many are ready to 


doe: ) to vent abroad either old things 
juſtly and legally antiquated; or new 
things of their owne deviſing (the uns 
happy fruits of extravagant braines:) that 
may any wiſe tend to innoyation, and to 
the prejudice of publicke tranquility. 
My concluſion is this , "That ir is the 
part of a wiſe rationall man,as to conſider 
diligently how farre forth cuſtome both 
in matter of Religion and in other things 
is conliderable, leſt heetrouble himſelfe 


and others without caule : So to conſider 


_ as diligently wherein it is altogether a- 


gainl(t reaſon, leſt conforming to the yul- 
oarin thoſe things, hee himlſelte become 
one of them, that is, a man that is led by 

cuſtome 
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cuſtome and not by reaſon, which is as 
much (if we may ſpeake freely: ) as if we 
ſaid, a thing that hath the ſhape of a man, 
but may more truly & properly be called 
abrute. And becauſe this cannot be done 
without much labour and ſearch, I muſt 
exhort all men that thinke truth and rea: 
ſon ſo much worth, to ſpare no paines, 
no ſtudies if they meane to ſpeed. Ir is 
- true, we live in anage, when Idleneſfle is 
ſo much in faſhion among all ſorts of 
men, that it is a hard thing for any man 
of what profeſsion loever, to bee indu- 
ſtrious more then ordinary, and not to 
ſuffer,even in his reputationsfor it. Which 
cannot bur bee a great diſcouragement 
unto many > who-otherwiſe as rationall 
men, have a good. mind to improove 
themfelves in their better part. Bur ler 
them propoſe unto themlſelyes the. cxam- 


ples of men famous in former ages for 
their indefatigablenes in this kind, and 
let them conſider withall, that the reward 
is grear. Though they ad[pire not to bee 
famous in the World, nor ever live to of 

neht 
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of Vſe and Cuſtome: 
nefit others by their paines (which ne- 
vertheles all good men mult propoſe un- 


to themlelves> if it may be:) yet they ſhall 


not looſe the fruit of their labours. If 0- 


thers doc not, yet themſelves ( which is 
we maine-:) ſhall reape them. T3 > as- 

x1s Aly idrev, for it uv the priviledge 
_ as is obſerved by ſome of the ancient 
worthies:) of a ſoule that ir reaſonable, (: a 
rationall man; he meanes ;) Toy xapmy cy 


Jef, egy xeprro Of oy 2 T QuTy Kp® ED 
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mula) £3 TY id\y TEASE | emny y dv © TY 
Bis apa nn ': that whereas plants, trees, 


and other creatures, that are not reaſonable, 


beare unto others, and not for themſelves, 
ſhee reapes her owne fruites; and whenſ ever, 

or whereſoever her life doth end; be it ( ooner>, 
or later » ſhe may have her owne end never- 


theleſſe. With which words , wee ſhall 


here end, 


FINIS. 
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An addition to page $5. by reaſon of a 
new booke, intituled Etbruſcarum 
= Antiquitatum Fragmenta, 
- Which came fince to the 
Authors hands. 


that have done their beſt ro cheat the 
World by ſuppoſiticious writings, by 
_  Whatchance, ofallthe reſt, (there being 
but too much choice of inſtances in this 
kind :) Ichanced to inſtance in .Annius 
Viterbienfis, Iknow not. Bur ſince it was 
my chance ſo to doe, I thinke my ſelfe 
bound in many reſpe&s to take notice 
here of a certaine booke, inſcribed, E- 
thruſcarum Antiquitatum Fragmenta » 
which ſince this Treatiſe was written and 
licenſed, came firſt co my hands, and, for 


ought I know, into the Realme. -It is a+ 


booke in folio, ( as wee uſe to ſpeake :) 
lomewhat larger,then it is eitherthickeor 


long . conſiſting of 284. pages, belidesan 
ainple Index,and along Preface, printed 


upon faire thicke paper, and in as faire, or 


B b fairer 


GPeaking there of notable Impoſtors » 


-- 
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fairer aletter. Beſides ſome mappes., .it 

hach many cuts and prints, divers where- 
of are in brafle, Were þut.the tenth part 
of thoſe things that are there exhibited, 
true and ancient indeed , as they are pre- 


tended, the booke might very well bee 


worth :or-40.'thillings to bebought, 


neither is there, Ithinke, any true'Philo- 
logiſt , or lover of learning m.generall, 
thac would grudge to purchaſe it'at rhat 
rate. But ina word, as the Grecians were 
wont to ſpeake, av; axe, nw o Howes, 
the Ticle indeed, and che ſpecions drefle, 
and furniture ofthe Booke, promiſe great | 
Frea{ures , but thoſe Treaſures, well 
looked into; proove but meeretraſh, and 
childrens 'bables': if may fo call chim- 
pudent, ſhameles, unconſcionable trum-' 


& 


wY 


better. proceeded from profeſt Hearhens 
( though 1 doe notr''inke there have ever. 
beene many heathens in the world ſoab-. 
ſolutely godlefle and voyd of confcience, 
but would have 'beene*athamed to have 
beene'the authors of them : ) then men 

OO —» that: 


that profeſſe themſelves tobe Chriſtians: 
Me chinkes if theſe-impudent jugglors, 
did [o farre preſume upon the ignorance 
and limplicitie of us Tranſalpins, (as once 
they were wont to ſpeake in ſcorne of all 
that were not Italians ;) as to beleeve that 
wee would {wallow all downe readily 
without any ſuſpition at all, yer they 


{ſhould have conf1dered, that Italy affords 


many learned men, (the preſent Pope 


himſelfe, a man of excellent humane lear- 
ning : who as they cannot but preſently 


find, fo certainely will heartily deteſt ſuch 


abominable praiſes. But ſince the ar- 
tempt was ſo great and dangerous, (no 
leſſe then the confounding of almeſt all 
Hiſtories and Hiſtorians of the world, 


and in a manner of all truth :) itis Gods 


great mercy, that the undertakers were 
ſuch, as had more will then skill to cheat, 
and {o might cafily/be diſcovered. For of 
all thoſe 284. Pages, I dare fay there is not 
any one page ( ſcarce any one line of _ 
page :) but.upon due examination, will 
afford, nottoa profeſt Antiquarie onely, 


Bb2 but 
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but even to an ordinarie Schollar , ſufh- 
cient arguments and evidences, whereby 
to evince the ſpuriouſnes and falſeneſle 
of the Title.. If any man would be lo idle 
as to gather together all char can, out of 
the booke it lelfe, beeſaid againſt it, hee 
might ealily make a booke 7» folio tenne 
timesas big as it. For my parr, all that I 


| haveto ſay here upon it , 1s but to let you 


know, (which perchance every body will | 


_ not preſently rake notice of :) that Annius 


Viterbienfis, that infamous Impoſtor that 
wee have {ſpoken of, chough dead him” 


 ſelfe longagoes is the very firſt originall 


oround and: fountaine of all this Impo- 


-{ture. Read him ri at you can have ſo 


much patience :) his Catonis Origines and 
his Comments upon them , and it will 


£clearely appeare unto you, to bee as I ſay. 


So apt are pleaſing fables;/to propagare, 
and {o hard (bethe Truth-never ſocleare 
and apparant :) to bee rooted our of the 


mind and foules of vulgar men, eſpecial- 
ly whentheirvanitie and fooliſh ambiti- 


en, cither for themſclyes: or. for their 
| '* Coun- 


? 


Countrey, hath ſome intereſt in the credi- 
bilitie of thoſe fables. Grounding upon 
 theſame Anniw Viterbienfis,did one Ber- 
 mardinu ©Baldu Vrbinas long agoe (torl 
_ find, ir hath beene printed chough I never 
aw: ityet my ſelfe, but as I have it, that 
is, Manuſcript : ) Ft "IN to let bat an 
Interpretation ( wich Notes upon it : ) of 
that Aenea T abula Eugubina, of ancient 
Inſcription, found in Eug#bium in ltalys 
and conceived by {ome to bee written in 
the Erbruſcan tongue and character : 
though Gruterw in his Theſaurw leemeto 
bee boys another opinion. It was a bold at- 
tempt, that too, yet more bold then dan-. 
gerous, or of any great conſequence, and 
the Author himlclte, ( ro doe him no 
wrong : ) was ſo modeſt yer, as to call it 
all, bur his Divinatio. Bur chil late E- 
thruſcan Impoſtors, have oone beyond all 
that ever were heard of inthe World, in 
boldneſle , and licentiouſneſle of coun- 
ter feiring; even beyond Annius Viterbi- 
enfs himlelfe, "dr ſay ; but that in 


very Truth, as L have Arete faid,they are 
B bz but 


| but his of-ſpring, and the unhappily 
conrinued fruirs of his firſt Chimericall 
conceptions. Well, if theſe men ( worſe 
then any xx3zpasrz, and publici odii vifti- 
m4 :) doe not deſerve with all poſsible_ 
rigor and ſeveritic to bee proceeded a. 
gainſt, raugquam generts bumani hoſtes, as 
 {worne and profeſt enemies to that 
- which. is the chiefeſt good , and happi- 
neſle of rationall men upon carth , that 
is, Truth. I know not who ever did. 
And fo I leave them to the judgement 
of . others , in whoſe power it is to 
deale with them according to their de- 
{ert. 


Imprimatur - 
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